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Dear Parents 
 

This has been a very busy beginning to the 2009 school year. The Federal government’s Education Revolution is keeping us 
busy as we work out what grants Treetops is eligible for and prepare relevant applications within tight deadlines. Hopefully 
Treetops will fare well from the new initiatives and attract much needed extra funding. 
 
Construction of our new middle and upper school building should be starting soon, to be followed by the demolition of the 
original school building and the construction of a new administration block.  If all goes well the new classrooms should be 
ready by Term 2 of 2010, something which the secondary students and teachers are looking forward to with great 
anticipation. 
 
This year is also the twentieth anniversary of the founding of Treetops, something which we will be celebrating later in the 
year. The precise form of the celebration will be announced just as soon as plans are finalized. The most likely event would 
be some sort of gathering to which all past and present Treetops community members will be invited, probably some time late 
in Term 3.  If anyone has any suggestions, or would like to help out in the planning and organization of our anniversary, 
please make yourself known to Sara or any of the office staff.  
 

Best wishes, 
 

Norman Megahey 
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 Tuesday  10th March    Wattle Water Sport 
 Wednesday  11th March    Tuart Employment Directions Incursion 
 Tuesday  17th March    Wattle Water Sport 
 Tuesday  17th March    Annual General Meeting (7.00 pm) 
 Friday  20th March    Tuart Career Choices Incursion 
 Tuesday  24th March    Staff Meeting (early close at 2.00 pm) 
 Thursday  26th March    Tuart Excursion to Playhouse Theatre 

 

�����������	������
������
�	���
�������
���������	�
��
������������������������������������ ��������������

�������������������������� �

�

����������	
���

�����	��

��

����	
������
������� �
 
Week 6: (March 9 to 13) is Kick Start to Crunch & Sip Week at Treetops. 
 
Treetops is already a registered Crunch & Sip School and we have chosen week 6 as the time to reinvigorate our 
program. 
 
Crunch & Sip is a short break in class to crunch on some fruit or salad vegies and sip on water to 're-fuel' your 
child. 
 
Your child will be bringing you home a note, that they have had input on, to remind parents that they need help to 
be part of Crunch & Sip. Parents need to acknowledge the note by returning the attached slip to teachers so they 
can go in the raffle draw to win a copy of the Healthy Food Fast Cookbook. 
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The new children are settling in well this term and are going 
through the process of learning new things, each one at their 
own pace.  As Montessori said, it is when the child is ready 
and not before or after.  We consider each child as a unique 
individual and thus help each child to reach their fullest 
potential at his/her own pace.  Academic readiness is really 
not the issue when a child is new to the Children’s House.  
Whether a child can count, identify colours, use scissors, 
read etc., is not the focus.  We are interested in the whole 
child, the child’s ability to communicate and co-operate and 
most important, the child’s willingness to accept and master 
new experiences without a fear of failure. 
 

As independence is a very important aspect of the 
Montessori philosophy, we ask that you please allow your 
child to walk into the classroom him/herself.  Please do not 
carry your child in.  Sometimes as parents we feel a great 
sense of loss sending our child to school as we lose 
closeness, control and intimacy.  It is alright to rely on others 
to aid in your child’s development, not forgetting that you 
are the ultimate educator.  It is always important to focus on 
the feeling of adventure and downplay the feeling of loss and 
anxiety.  Sometimes we unconsciously inflict our fears onto 
our children, so if your child is upset before school, be 
positive, reassure your child, say goodbye and leave.  If for 
some reason your child does not settle after a considerable 
amount of time and effort and it affects the dynamics of the 
c l a s s r o o m ,  y o u  w i l l  b e  c o n t a c t e d . 
 

This term the children have been participating in music/
movement activities, stories, role play and group discussions 
to develop healthy self esteem and self confidence.  This will 
help some children develop positive self image, overcome 
their fears of trying something new or being in a new 
situation.  We have also commenced our theme ‘The Study 
of Dinosaurs’.  This has always been a favourite with the 
children and it has already aroused a lot of interest. 
 

Please remember to return your forms for the School Nurse 
as soon as possible. 
 

Geraldine, Christina, Sue and Kaylene 
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After 2 weeks of swimming lessons the Karri/Marri 
timetable is back to normal, with lots of different activities 
underway.  Students are busy working on a project that 
looks in detail at a particular early hominid, as well as their 
own project about a chosen subject.  We will now be 
shifting our focus to Mesopotamia and looking at the 
development of civilisation and writing. 
 

Music lessons have started in earnest and we are all 
becoming very familiar with “Hot Cross Buns”!  The 
students are learning to play it on the recorder and are 
beginning some singing skills.  They have also been 
experimenting with setting their own lyrics to the tune.  In 
Science they have made stalactites and stalagmites, some of 
which grew quite long!  They have also written up their 
experiments. 
 

We are all very excited about our excursion, which is being 
booked for Friday, 3rd April (Week 9).  We are going to 
visit the archaeology labs at the University of Western 
Australia for a tutorial about the different types of stone 
tools.  We also hope to visit the Berndt Museum of 
Anthropology on the same day, after a lunch in the beautiful 
grounds of UWA.  More information to follow! 
 

We have some very exciting weeks ahead, with Cultural 
Cooking, cave painting, the Activ Foundation Dragonfly 
Challenge and many other activities still to come.  Call in 
and see the beginnings of our Dragonfly display for more 
information. 
 

Kaylene and Christine 
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We have had a wonderful start in the Fuchsia Gums class.  
The children have settled in well and have made new 
friends. 
 

We have been learning about Dinosaurs and making crafts.  
The children loved making the paper mache dinosaur eggs. 
 

On Mondays Giselle takes 2 children to do cooking in the 
Children’s House and on Fridays we all go to the Children’s 
House playground for a long play.  The children are able to 
interact with other children and teachers, which will make 
their transition to the Children’s House more comfortable. 
 

Joanne & Giselle 
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Maria Montessori 

 

The Parent Information Evening scheduled for 
Wednesday, 11th March has been cancelled due to the 
fact that individual classes have held their own Parent 
Information sessions. 
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Whoa!  We’re already half way through Term 1 and so much 
more to do!  It’s lovely to see the children settling so well in 
a new and challenging environment and we welcome our 
newest members to Wattle Class - Savannah and Quinn. 
 

Swimming lessons at Bilgoman Pool are now over and the 
children are enjoying Water Sport sessions at Swan Aquatic 
Recreation Centre.  They are participating in group activities 
in and out of the water.  It’s a fun, confidence building 
experience and an important part of our Physical Education 
programme. 
 

In keeping with our main theme of ‘Dinosaurs’, we are 
looking forward to a presentation next week from Rebecca 
Blake’s dad, Tim.  Tim, despite his modesty, is quite an 
expert on the subject of fossils.  Thank you Tim for sharing 
your knowledge and precious collection with us. 
 

Please remember that our school day begins at 8.50 am.  It is 
important to your child to be there on time as late arrivals do 
disrupt our morning group time.  We thank you for your 
assistance in this matter. 
 

Many thanks also to all of you who are helping with special 
lunch, nitz blitz, options and cookery this term.  Your 
assistance is much appreciated. 
 

Our Library day is now Wednesday, when, under the 
guidance of Sara, the children can borrow books of their 
choice.  Please don’t forget those library book bags. 
 

Lynda, Lorraine and Adele 

 

 

Sugar Gums 
 

Our ‘All About Me’ theme is continuing.  We have been 
singing songs and reading stories that support this learning.  
Our craft activities have included painting with our hands 
and feet.  We also outlined our bodies onto cardboard and 
painted them! 
 

A sincere thank you to the parents who attended our parent 
information night.  We hope you found it to be useful. 
 

Lilly Pillys Afternoon Program 
 

Our afternoons have included colouring pictures, painting 
with assorted stamps, making groovy headbands and having 
treasure hunts in our lovely garden. 
 

We have spaces available on all days.  Please see Sara in the 
Office if you would like to make a booking. 
 

Vicky & Belinda 
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Come to Tuart classroom at lunch time on 
Monday, 23rd March 2009 and buy a puzzle page 

for a gold coin donation. 

Bring the finished puzzle page back to Tuart 
classroom on Friday, 27th March for a sticker!!! 
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The last couple of weeks we have all been really busy.  For 
English we listened to the “I Have A Dream” speech by 
Martin Luther King.  We looked at the techniques that he 
used to captivate the audience.  We have also been working 
on our own persuasive speeches on topics such as Whaling, 
Save the Pine Trees and De-sexing Cats.   
 

In Art we have been learning about Adornment and Bodily 
Adornment.  We are currently designing our own pieces of 
Adornment.  Some people are making necklaces and other 
headdresses.   
 

On Thursday, 12th and Friday, 13th February we collected 
money for the Victorian Bushfire Appeal.  We collected over 
$100!  Thanks everyone! 
 

SOSE has been quite challenging, we are doing a TAFE 
course on mapping.  Also, on Thursday, we tried to get to the 
quarry but we went the wrong way!  Our sense of direction 
led us astray.   All in all it has been pretty hectic in Tuart! 
 

Kobi and Elisabeth 
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Jarrah class has been extremely busy over the past couple of 
weeks.  In English they have been writing an 
autobiographical extract and in SOSE they are preparing an 
oral report on a significant natural disaster, such as the 
Boxing Day Tsunami.  The Jarrah Scientists have been 
exploring family genes and in Maths students have been 
looking at the components of circles.  During Drama, 
students have been exploring the importance of non-verbal 
communication and in Art, students are producing lino prints.  
The Jarrah class has shone in Sport this week.  After five 
weeks of training, the entire class participated in an extended 
T-Ball match which saw students take on leadership roles 
and demonstrate some impressive skills that had developed 
over the space of the five weeks. 
 

Shaun Mitchell 

Hot Cross Buns are coming! 
 

This year Baker’s Delight Swan View will be donating $2 
from the sale of each 6-pack of hot cross buns to Treetops 
Montessori School! Look out for your order form on 
Monday 16th March and let your friends and family know 
that they can order from us for $6.50/pack. Delivery will 
be ONE DAY ONLY at school (am and pm) on Thursday 
9th April in time for the Easter long weekend. 
4 varieties are available this year: fruit, no fruit, choc chip 
and mocha! 

Extract from the article “What can We do as Educators to Foster Peace?” by Barbara Isaacs 
published in Montessori Matters 2007 - 1 

 
“...Having lived through two world wars, Montessori recognized the role politicians play in preventing conflicts, but she also 
urged educators to take responsibility for giving children an understanding of the need for peaceful co-existence. 
 
Montessori recognized the spirit of humanity as a quality to be fostered within the prepared environment. ..According to the 
American Montessori Society (AMS) paper on Holistic Peace Education, the prepared environment is designed to “reflect 
feelings of love, respect, and peace”.  I would also add trust to this list. 
 
Love 
...The care and love with which the environment is prepared daily is evident as soon as children enter the classroom.  All the 
materials are in their place, complete and clean, ready to use.  The order invites the child to work.  The activities in which 
children engage are developmentally appropriate and respond to the children’s needs. 
 
Respect 
The teacher also nurtures the spirit of peace in the classroom by a polite, caring, encouraging attitude, a gentle voice and 
gracious movements.  By the preparation of the environment and by their behaviour, teachers offer respect for the inner 
world of the child.  They ensure that the environment meets the children’s sensitive periods and that the children have 
opportunities to move about freely and choose and repeat activities. 
 
Trust 
The trust we have in the children is evident in the range of activities we offer them in the prepared environment.  This trust is 
fundamental to the Montessori philosophy.  Without it, we would not be able to offer the freedom of the Montessori 
classroom. ...We need to be patient and give the child time to try things out, to find out why things happen.  Time becomes 
an essential component of this trust. 
 
Peace 
So, if the environment is prepared with love, respect and trust, the child will find peace within it.  I believe that in this 
environment the child will have the time to find out the work that will build his/her personality and develop the potential of 
each individual, and that this peace is one of the intrinsic qualities of the normalization process.” 
 
At the date of publication of this article Barbara Isaacs was college chief executive for Montessori Centre International. 

 

Helpers required for the Treetops-run 
Mundaring Rotary SwapMart on Sunday March 
22. Various jobs going; kids over 10 are 
welcome to help out. SwapMart runs from 8am-
12pm, sellers allowed in from 6am. Please 
speak to Sasha, Vandra or Georgia if you can 
help, or email fundraising@treetops.wa.edu.au, 
or phone 9252 1660. 
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ADULT TENNIS COACHING !  Classes for all levels - beginners welcome!  Four week 
course, begins 7 or 8pm on Tuesday 17th March at Helena Valley and Wednesday, 18th 
March at Darlington.  Heaps of fun, and great tennis!  Call now - places limited to 6 
per court.   

Contact Lee Oliver's Tennis Coaching on 9252 0209 or e-mail, lolivers@bigpond.com 
 

***** 
ART WORKSHOPS AT THE MUNDARING ARTS CENTRE  

 
Drawing workshops for children aged 13 and over wit h Christine Hingston 
March 17, 24 & 31 and 7 April - 4 week series, Tuesdays, 3.45 -5.30pm at Chrissy’s studio in 
Mundaring. Join Christine and explore the techniques and mediums available to an artist through 
the fascinating art of drawing. Christine will incorporate sessions on charcoal, ink and pastel. 
 
Painting and pastel workshops for adults with Chris tine Hingston 
March 28, Saturday 12.30 – 4.30pm at Chrissy’s studio in Mundaring  
Visit Christine’s Studio, enjoy her beautiful garden and create your own masterpiece utilising a 
variety of pastel and painting techniques. 
  
Free Convergence Workshop all ages  
Basket weaving with Joyce Tasma and Anne Williams   
March 12, 19 & 26 April 2 & 9 and 16 - 6 week series, Thursdays 10 am - 12pm, at the Mundaring 
Lessor Hall. Join Joyce and Anne to weave natural fibres and fun found objects together to create 
three dimensional vessels. 
 

***** 
Kinder Kidz Musical Fun is a new, exciting, interactive and fun packed programme, 
designed for pre-school aged children, to assist in the development of their musical and 
movement education.  You and your child will enjoy a “hands-on” experience with a variety 
of musical instruments enhanced with movement, singing, dancing, story telling and 
games. Children from 6 months to 5 years can attend in one of three age specific 
classes:  Baby Boppers (6mths-18mths), Twinkle Toes (18mths-3yrs), and Movers & 
Shakers (3-5yrs).  For more information please contact Kinder Kidz on 9252 0781 
or info@kinderkidz.com.au 
 

***** 
Kindy Dance Time is a fun and creative dance programme for 2-5 year olds which allows children 
to freely explore their innate desire to dance.  It’s all about creativity, fantasy and of course FUN!  
It is an undemanding introduction to the world of dance and music and has captured the hearts of 
children in Perth since 2001.  Limited class places are still available for Term 1 in your area.  
BOOK NOW!  Call 9299 6611. 
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Helping others call Western Australia home 
  
Always wanted to experience a new culture in your own home? Perhaps put into practice a language you’ve 
learnt for years? Do you want to show the world that there’s a lot to Australia and in particular Western 
Australia? 
  
Why not host an AFS exchange student?  
  
Arriving in July and staying for 6 months on an AFS exchange program we have high school students 
coming from different countries in Europe, Asia, the Americas and Africa.  In addition, AFS will be 
welcoming AFS Community Service volunteers who have chosen to spend 6 months of their life helping 
community, educational and governmental organisations throughout WA. 
  
Hosting is a great way to bring the world into your home! Not only can you experience another culture 
firsthand without leaving your doorstep, you can also practice a new language with a native speaker!  
  
AFS host families come in all shapes and sizes; we look for secure, open minded, understanding and loving 
families who are willing to share their lives with a young person from the other side of the world!  
  
Volunteer host families are needed to provide these students with the unique opportunity to discover and 
experience the ‘real’ Australia.  So, to establish life-long friendships, gain a new family member or touch 
up on a foreign language why not seize the opportunity and become an AFS host family? 
  
AFS ensures peace of mind for host parents and students before, during and after the experience. In 1989, 
the United Nations awarded AFS a special testimonial citation for outstanding services to youth. AFS is the 
only student exchange organisation to be recognised by the United Nations for services to world youth.  
  
Become a volunteer host family and step into the cultural experience of a life time!  
  
Please call AFS WA Volunteer Hosting Coordinator, Joyce Vandenberg on Ph: 08-9534-5823 or Mob: 
0409-535-721 for more information if you're interested in hosting an AFS exchange student or visit 
www.afs.org.au  


