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Dear Parents 
 

Following a robust AGM last Tuesday I feel the need to clarify some aspects of the discussion which took place. 
 

Karri/Marri class is undoubtedly going through a transition period while our new teachers adapt to a Montessori environment. 
The perception, however, of a class in crisis is far from the reality. As Principal I am a regular visitor to the classroom where 
I see a well prepared learning environment with happy children engaged in various activities. I see teachers who are dedicated 
to their job and to the children.  True, I see areas which need to be improved upon. The encouraging thing for me is the 
positive response of the teachers to constructive suggestions as to how to make these improvements. 
 

I would ask all parents the following things. Firstly, if you have concerns about any classroom please bring those concerns 
directly to the teacher.  Secondly, please be patient with new teachers, give them time to develop and please, please, show 
some faith in the school to do its job in the best interests of the children, staff and parents and therefore the Treetops 
community. 
 

Finally, I would like to say congratulations to Lukas Steinwandel, Brigit and Patrick Truman-Healy and Armaan Zoeb who 
participated in the 2008/09 Premier’s Summer Reading Challenge.  These students will be receiving a certificate 
acknowledging their commitment to reading over the summer school holidays.  Well done! 
 

Regards, 
 

Norman Megahey 
Principal 
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 Tuesday, 31st March   School Photos - Children’s House 
 Wednesday, 1st April   School Photos -  Primary, Upper Primary & Secondary 
 Sunday, 5th April     Busy Bee (10.00am - 2.00pm) 
 Thursday, 9th April   Kunsido (9.15 am) 
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Sunday, 5th April 2009 
10.00 am until 2.00 pm 

 
 

Please notify the office staff if you can attend. 
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As the term draws to a close we would like to thank all the 
parents who have helped us this term.  Without your help we 
would not be able to do cooking, have wonderful special 
lunches, art and craft activities or clean laundry.  We thank 
everyone who contributed this term. 

 

The children have enjoyed learning about Dinosaurs and 
have just made dinosaur gardens.  This was a lot of fun, 
making volcanoes with mud and planting plants etc.  The 
children can now bring in their dinosaurs to go in their 
gardens.  Coral Gums’ garden is outside the classroom and 
Scarlet Gums’ garden is inside the classroom.  Parents are 
welcome to come and have a look. 

 

We hope that you all have a wonderful holiday and we look 
forward to working with your children in Term 2. 

 

Happy Holidays! 
 

Geraldine, Christina, Sue and Kaylene 
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Thanks 
 
Karri/Marri students and teachers would like to thank all the 
parents that have and will help out this term. Thanks to Greg 
Strahan and Chris Bound for helping Michael with sport, 
when Giselle was not available. Thanks to Dianne Wait for 
doing Nitz Blitz each Friday. Thanks to the parents for 
doing cultural cooking – Malli Megahey for fabulous Indian 
curry, Sara Earnshaw for tasty Aussie burgers, Simon and 
Sue Jackson for yummy pizzas, Nafisa Zoeb for delicious 
Indian cuisine and to Sherene Strahan for treats as yet 
unknown! We say thanks to Callan’s mum, Janet, who will 
present a poetry workshop at the end of term and thanks to 
our student teacher, Corrine. Thanks for returning Crunch & 
Sip parent acknowledgement forms and congratulations to 
Ashley Slater,  the winner of the Healthy Food Fast 
Cookbook. 
 
We also say thanks to parents, teachers and students for 
coming to our Activ Dragonfly Art Exhibition and helping 
us raise money for the Activ Foundation. 
  
A big thank you from 
Kaylene, Christine and Karri/Marri students! 
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At this term’s Busy Bee we will be replacing woodchips around the soft fall areas in the top playground.  We 
will need to transport the woodchips from next door by trailer, then wheelbarrow it to the location. 

 

We will also be having soil delivered to fill our new vegetable garden beds.  This will also require shifting. 

 

If time permits I would also like to clean out the gutters and tidy up around the Children’s House. 

 

Items needed on the day are 2 trailers, wheelbarrows, shovels, pitchforks, rakes, gloves and any gardening 
equipment such as brooms and weeding forks. 

 

There will be a sausage sizzle afterwards so please let the office staff know if you would like to participate.  
Hope to see you there. 
 

Tim Clegg (0439 940 319) 

 

The secret of good teaching is to regard the child's intelligence as a fertile field in 
which seeds may be sown, to grow under the heat of a flaming imagination.  

 

Maria Montessori 
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During this term we have had swimming lessons and water 
sport , which have now ended for this year. It has been 
amazing to see the speed with which we can all get changed 
and on the bus. Just the getting in out and out of clothes on a 
time schedule is daunting for some, so it has been very 
pleasing to see the children’s progression in this area and all 
independently too!! Also at these sessions it has been a good 
way for the new children to integrate and form friendships. 
 
We would like to thank all parents who have helped cook 
yummy lunches and the parents who have volunteered for the 
option program. Your help is invaluable. Also we would like 
to thank Vi and Dianne who have kept us all creepy-crawly 
free this term. 
 
During the last few weeks of term we will be concluding our 
studies on Dinosaurs and The Polar regions. Last week we 
also discussed Harmony Day and what it means. You can see 
the art work from these sessions outside the classrooms. Also 
we will be learning about Easter and some of the traditions 
that have arisen around this event . 
 
We hope everybody has a relaxing break over Easter and we 
will see you bright and refreshed in Term 2.  
 

Lynda, Lorraine and Adele 

 

Sugar Gums 
 

We have been singing songs and reading stories that 
complement our “All About Me” theme.  Our craft activities 
have included making touch books, colourful shape bodies 
and paper plate faces. 

 

We had a special morning tea where we made our own 
sandwiches with fillings that we like, yum!   
 

A huge thank you to those of you who supported our 
fundraising efforts last year, as a result we have a new bike 
and caterpillar for children to enjoy in the garden. 
 

Lilly Pillys Afternoon Program 
 

Our afternoon activities have included painting with cotton 
buds doing wet chalk drawings and playing in our beautiful 
garden. 
 

We enjoy singing songs, reading stories and playing games. 
 

We have spaces available on all days.  Please see Sara in the 
office if you would like to make a booking. 
 

Vicky & Belinda 

��������������������� ���
 

Tuart students have been extremely busy. The IB candidates 
are facing their first taste of exam preparation, and Yr 10s are 
busy preparing for work experience. Highlights of the past 
fortnight include building pre-historic shelters in Tech/Ent; 
incursions with Employment Directions Network about 
career choices (love those bright orange stress balls); linking 
IB maths and IB history (making graphs out of historical 
data); finishing "The Glass Menagerie"; and sitting the SOSE 
topographic map exam. 
 

My personal highlight has been listening to the comments 
made by visitors to the class. Without exception, our guests 
have described the school environment as "beautiful" and 
have been highly complimentary of the students; those in 
their incursions and those met roaming around the 
playground during lunch. One facilitator made a point of 
thanking the year 10 group for being so polite, enthusiastic 
and welcoming, and for being such good listeners. Although 
I expect nothing less from the Tuart students, it was 
wonderful to hear such an affirmation. 
 

Jodi 

 
Education is not the filling of a pail, but the 

lighting of a fire.  
 
W.B.Yeats 
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The School Dental Service provides free treatment for 
children from the year they turn 5 until the end of year 11, or 
the age of 17, whichever comes first.  This centre is open 
Monday -  Friday from 8.00 am until 4.00 pm. 
 

The van is currently located at Helena Valley Primary 
School where we expect to remain until the end of Term 2. 
 

Please feel free to contact the clinic at any stage if you have 
concerns regarding your child’s dental health.  It is especially 
important for staff to be notified urgently if there is an 
accident to your child’s mouth as even a minor knock should 
be checked and monitored. 
 

As the clinic will be closed during the April school holidays 
emergency treatment will be available at the following 
locations: 

Wed 15 -  Fri 17 April - Mundaring Mobile 9574 6275 

Mon 20 - Tue 21 April - Middle Swan 9250 7342 

Wed 22 -  Fri 24 April - Mundaring Mobile 9574 6275 

For other emergency centres phone head office on 9313 0555 
 

Sue & Suzie, Dental Staff 
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This week we have been working on our huts with Michael 
in Technology and Enterprise.  So far, there are three works 
in progress.   
 

In English we are continuing our units in Poetry and Song 
Writing, which we have been doing for two weeks now.   
 

In Art we are still working on our lino prints which range 
from finished to just starting carving.   
 

For S.O.S.E., we have finished our Disasters power points.  
They were mostly about tsunamis and one about cyclones 
and earthquakes and volcanoes too! 
 

In Drama we are working on our skits with our funny 
characters.  They are in mime. 
 

Briana & Diana 

 
A stone is not carved by a drop falling twice, but by many times; so too does a human not 

become wise by reading two but many books.   
 
Gordon Bruno 

 
 

Work Experience Contacts Needed 
 
Are you interested in helping young people have a 
taste of work? 
 
Would you like that fabulous feeling of 
satisfaction you get when you help someone 
achieve their goals? 
 
Do you, or someone you know, work in the 
following fields - photography, computing, 
palaeontology / archaeology, music, beauty 
therapy and acting? 
 
The year 10 students are looking for work 
experience placements for next term. 
 
If you think you can help, please contact Jodi in 
Tuart. 
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Recognized nationally & internationally for our training methods, our students develop through 
their ballet technique - confidence, strong bodies, good co-ordination, sharper minds, good 
manners, personal grooming, a healthy lifestyle and an appreciation of a great art form. 
 

Enrolments are now being taken for second term. For more information please call us on  
9475 0320, email us at info@terricharlesworthballet.com.au or visit our website 
www.terricharlesworthballet.com.au. 

BALLET IS FUN! 
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HAS CLASSES NEAR YOUR SCHOOL 
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Hot Cross Buns order deadline NEXT WEDNESDAY APRIL 1! 
 
Please be sure you submit your orders to the office by Wednesday 3pm. Spare forms available from the office. 
 
 
 

Swapmeet Thanks 
 
We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to all the volunteers that helped us with the swapmeet last weekend. 
We had quite a successful day, raising around $900 for the School. The highlight was the sausage sizzle (special 
thanks to Glen Stenton) with buns generously donated by IGA Mundaring, and a portion of the sausages donated 
by the Glen Forrest Butcher. IGA Mundaring really came through for the school not only with the buns, but with 
sauce and also assisted us with purchasing the drinks at a very competitive rate. We would like to thank them 
sincerely for their generosity and we encourage you all to support them as they have supported us! 
  
The enthusiasm shown by the parents that assisted us was second to none, and we look forward to more events 
through the year with this fabulous team of helpers. Special thanks to Sharon Peterkin who did an amazing job 
with face painting. All in all, we had a great day. It was fun for all involved and the kids had a great time helping 
out too. We hope to see more of you next time to join in the fun! 
 
 
 

Introducing … the Great Swap Up 
 
Hopefully you saw the Great Swap Up mentioned in the last Clippings and you’re wondering about it! 
It’s simple. We want to swap a mini bulldog clip for $10,000. 
 

We have a delightful a swap starter item of a GREEN MINI BULLDOG CLIP (kindly donated by the school 
office). 

If you want it, bring in something of a HIGHER VALUE and we’ll swap it!  

We’ll advertise the next item up for swap and we will swap it for something of (again) higher value. 

We’ll keep swapping each item until we have something worth about $10,000! 

Finally, we’ll sell our big swap item and roll around in the money we make before putting it towards our 
beloved school. 

The weblog tracking the Great Swap Up can be found at http://greatswapup.blogspot.com/. Keep an eye on 
Clippings, the local newspapers and the school notice boards to see what’s being swapped. Maybe it will be 
something YOU want! 

 

Fashion Parade  
 
Have you heard about the fashion parade at Darlington Estate on Monday April 6 at 9.30am? It’s going to be a 
truly GORGEOUS event! Come along for coffee, prizes, fashion and fun. All welcome, bring a friend. Tickets 
$15 at the door – flyers in the office! 
 
 



6 

 
Summary of article  

“How You Can Support Your Child’s Learning”  
by Benedicte Florin  

taken from Montessori Voices, Issue 52, December 2008 
 
 
 
“You have chosen to send your children to a Montessori school, where they learn ‘in the Montessori 
way’.  What can you do at home to support that learning? 
 
I have drawn on my own experience as a Montessori parent and selected eight habits that we have tried 
in our family and which I find very effective (when we do apply them).  You might want to try some of 
them yourself, adapting them to your own family.  These habits are loosely inspired by Montessori 
principles, which we have tried to follow since our children were born.  Our two sons are now almost 
seven and nine years old. 
 
· Develop problem-solving skills by NOT providing the solution to a problem or puzzle.  We let our 

children explore and find out for themselves through trial and error. 
 
· Allow extended periods of free time, when the children can work undisturbed on an activity of 

their choosing, explore it, repeat it, perfect it until they are fully satisfied (as they do at Montessori 
classes with the three-hour work cycle). 

 
· Select ‘open-ended’ toys, games and activities, which can be used in many ways.  ...We 

(ruthlessly) discard toys that can be used in only one or two ways (the ‘push-a-button-and-
something-goes-beep’ kind) and those that are restrictive or too directive. 

 
· Model the use of appropriate and precise language and insist on the children using it.  By using 

appropriate language you model the virtues of respect and civility.  By giving your children a 
sense of the richness of your languages … you give them a means to understand their world 
better… 

 
· Take family meals together.   ...providing a regular opportunity for family conversations develops 

your children’s thinking and communication skills, as well as consolidating their sense of 
belonging to the world. 

 
· Empower your children to perform their daily tasks independently.   ...Our children know how to 

lay the table for themselves, cook their porridge, put their dishes away, load the dishwasher, make 
their beds, sort the dirty washing, place it in the washing machine, hang the washing up to dry…  I 
see these as part of life, like brushing your teeth, so there are no rewards… 

 
· Remove the television. 
 
· Avoid computer games or electronic games.” 
 
 


