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Dear Parents, 

 
Welcome back to term 3! 
 
This promises to be another busy term.  Treetops is involved in a number of projects which will strengthen our links with the 
wider community: Karri/Marri and Jarrah students continue their rehabilitation work on the Darlington reserve; the newly 
formed Treetops’ choir is practicing for a performance sometime in the not too distant future at the Kalamunda Sunday 
market; Jarrah and Tuart students are preparing to exhibit some of their art work at the Darlington Festival; and I am 
representing the school at an upcoming weekend Darlington Strategic Planning workshop. 
 
These events are, of course, aimed at meeting Treetops Strategic Goal 2, as outlined in our Strategic Plan, that of achieving 
‘positive interaction with the wider community’. More importantly, they are designed to engender in our students a sense of 
being a vital part of the wider community, an appreciation of the responsibilities and opportunities which come with that and 
a knowledge that they can make a difference. 
 
Being a visible part of the Hills community is an important means of promoting our school, of showcasing the effectiveness 
of Montessori education and of dispelling some of the mistaken beliefs which exist out there about Montessori schools. 
Increased participation in community based activities is therefore something which you will see more of in the coming 
months and years. 
 
Finally, a date for your diaries.  Dr Lesley Payne, Educational Director of the Montessori World Educational Institute, 
experienced Montessori teacher and school Principal, will speak at a Parent Information Evening at 7pm, 19th August. Lesley 
will give an introduction to Montessori philosophy and practice, and move on to discussing some of the challenges facing 
Montessori schools in the 21st century. In addition to parents, members of the Hills community are being invited to attend. 
This should be a worthwhile evening, so I hope as many as possible can attend.  

 
Best Wishes, 
 

Norman Megahey 
Principal 

������� �	 ���
����
��	�
 
 11 August  Staff Meeting (early close at 2.00 pm) 
 14 August  Children’s House Excursion to Kings Park 
 19 August  Parent Evening @ 7.00 pm 
 25 August  Book Character Dress Up Day 
 28 August  Montessori Picnic 
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Welcome back to school for Term 3.  A special welcome to 
Eva, Bindi and Max in Coral Gums and to Ashton, Isobella, 
Zion and Matilda in Scarlet Gums.  We wish you a happy 
association with the Children’s House. 
 

This term our theme is ‘Botany’.  As a follow up to this 
theme we will be going on an excursion on Friday, 14th 
August.  We will be travelling to Kings Park to participate in 
a programme called “From Little Seeds Big Things Grow”.  
Permission slips with more information will go out to all the 
children shortly.  We will need 6 parent helpers for this day, 
so if you are willing to attend the excursion and help us 
supervise the children please see Christina or Geraldine. 
 

Just a few reminders!  We have a “No Hat/No Play” policy 
and hats must be worn at all times in the playground.  Please 
make sure that your child brings a hat to school. 
 

Our school has a “No Nuts” policy.  Please be mindful when 
preparing your child’s lunch.  Lots of bars etc., contain nuts 
and should not be added to your child’s lunchbox.  We have 
a child in the classroom who has a severe allergy to nuts and 
we seek your assistance in helping us to keep her safe.  
Birthday cakes may be sent to school for your child’s 
birthday but we do ask that they do not contain nuts and do 
not have lollies placed on the top. 
 

Gumboots can be worn to school on wet days and slippers 
can be kept to wear inside the classroom.  This helps to keep 
our classroom from getting very muddy on wet days and is 
more comfortable for the children. 
 

Our rosters are not yet full and our Friday Activities roster 
especially needs some lovely parents to volunteer to help.  If 
all parents take a turn this should be easily filled.  Your 
children love to have their parents help in the classroom.  So 
please consider helping us on Fridays if you possibly can.  
Your help is greatly appreciated at all times. 
 

Thank you 
 

Christina, Geraldine, Kaylene and Sue 
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Karri/Marri students and teachers are very excited, as we are 
about to go on camp.  We leave this Wednesday and go to 
Donnelly River Holiday Village, which is between Nannup 
and Manjimup, for two nights and three days of fun!  We 
have made toy boats that we will attempt to float on the lake 
and we have packed our warm clothes, gloves and beanies 
for the cold weather while eating toasted marshmallows 
around a campfire!   
 
When we get back we will continue to learn all about 
biomes other than the forest biome that we will be camping 
in.  We have planted vegies and will have an incursion about 
worms!   
 
We ask again for parents to come and do cultural cooking 
with us on Fridays.  There are 5 sessions available so please 
put your name down on the roster outside the classroom. 
 

Kaylene and Christine 
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Welcome back to Term 3, hopefully you all had a relaxing 
break. 
 
We have 6 new children in our class, Tex T, Tex M, Olivia, 
James, Joshua and Aiden.  We would like to say welcome to 
them and their families. 
 
Our theme this term is ‘Botany’ and we have lots of 
interesting crafts and activities planned. 
 
A big thank you to Sarah and Lisa for cleaning our class 
during the holiday break. 
 

Joanne and Giselle 
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Wednesday, 19th August @ 7pm 
 
Dr Lesley Payne, Educational Director of the Montessori 
World Educational Institute will speak on Montessori 
philosophy and practice, and move on to discuss some of 
the challenges facing Montessori schools in the 21st 
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Invite you to the presentation of 1.4  Billion Reasons 

 
Date:  Monday, 3rd August 2009 @ 7.00pm 
 
Venue: The Judith Cottier Theatre, Perth College 
 
RSVP  perth.rsvp@globalpovertyproject.com 
 

WWW.GLOBALPOVERTYPROJECT.COM 

Busy Bee 
 
Thank you to those who attended last term’s Busy Bee and 
helped out during the holiday break.  Anyone who would 

like to do a catch up Busy Bee or just help out, I will need a 
hand to dispose of concrete blocks up at the Hall.   

 
Please contact me on 0439 940 319 or let Sara in the office 

know if you can be of assistance. 
 

Don’t forget the next whole school Busy Bee will be on 
Sunday, 20th August 2009. 

 
Tim Clegg 
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Welcome back to Wattle class!  We’d like to extend a warm 
welcome to our new class members in Silver Wattle -  
Daniel, Francesca and Elaina and in Golden Wattle -  
Nathan, Haidee, Paris and Louis.  Everyone has settled 
happily and confidently and we are looking forward to an 
exciting term.  Our themes are ’Birds’ and ’Botany’ which 
will include lots of hands-on activities in our new garden 
bed.  If anyone has any gardening magazines or 2 litre juice 
cartons to bring in they would be much appreciated.   
 
We still need help to run our options programme on Friday 
afternoons so if you can help please put your name on the 
roster.  We would be happy to offer ideas for craft activities. 
So don’t be shy, come and share your talents, we can’t do it 
without you! 
 
With the prospect of more wet weather it’s probably a good 
idea to have a change of clothes in your child’s bag in case of 
a “mishap in the mud” at fitness, sport or playtime.  Slippers 
are also a great idea for the winter months! 
 

Lynda, Lorraine and Adele 

 

 

 

Sugar Gums 
 

We concluded our ‘Wild Animal’ theme last term with an 
excursion to the Zoo.  As part of the A to Zoo educational 
programme we attended, we learnt about and sang to the 
Tree Kangaroo. 
 

This term we are learning about ‘Night and Day’ and ‘the 
Weather’. 
 

We extend a warm welcome to all of our new playgroup 
members. 

Lilly Pillys Afternoon Program 
 

Our afternoon programme includes songs, stories, games, 
colouring, painting and various craft activities.  We also keep 
busy doing jobs and playing in our lovely garden when the 
weather is fine. 
 

We have places available every day.  Please see Sara in the 
office if you would like to make a booking. 
 

Vicky and Susie 
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Jarrah students have returned to embark on a busy and rewarding second semester.  Students have already started preparing 
for the Darlington Arts Festival, where they will be running a stall as well as displaying some of their own original art work. 

 

We will be going on an excursion this Thursday to visit the Curtin University Art Gallery so that students can seek inspiration 
for their own displays as part of the Darlington Arts Festival. 

 

The theme for this term’s work is ‘Biology’ and the core subject areas will be incorporating this theme into the various units 
of work.  An ideal learning environment for this theme is the Darlington Station Reserve where students will be working 
again this term. 

 

Jarrah Parent/Teacher interviews will be conducted over the next two weeks.  There is a sign up sheet in the Jarrah classroom.   
 

Shaun Mitchell 
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The National Geographic recently brought a fascinating feature on the blue whales, where its author 
noted a particular Montessori parenting style. 
 
Here we join the text about a young whale calf.  ‘The [parent] pair were moving slowly, spending a lot 
of time at the surface.  The mother surprised us by allowing her calf to turn toward Pacific Storm.  A 
mother whale often interposes herself between her calf and potential danger, but this mother was an 
easygoing, Montessori sort of parent, and she let her baby explore. 
 
On nearing the whales, they pulled on their fins and slipped overboard.  At first they saw nothing 
through their dive masks but blue.  Then Kovacs, looking for the youngster, was startled to see it pass, 
maybe five feet below his fins.  This whale was just a baby, yet its blue back seemed to pass under him 
endlessly.  The calf, gliding by Nicklin, rolled slightly to bring an eye to bear on him.  It peered into the 
glass orb of the camera housing, and Nicklin’s shutter winked back.’ 
 
Interested in reading more? 
Go to the site of the National Geographic 
<http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2009/03/blue-whales/brower-text/8> 
 
 
 

This article appeared in The AMI Bulletin 2/2009. 
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Saturday August 29 is our Family Trivia Night!   
 

Tickets on sale now and selling fast!   
 
Join in for a  family-friendly quiz night from 5-7pm at Glen Forrest Hall. Every child wins a prize. And 
there are amazing prizes for you grownups too.  
 
Tickets can be purchased from the office at $10 adults and $5 kids (children under 3 are free). Tables of 
ten can be booked or we will put you on a team.  
 
Buy a cup of hot homemade soup (including a gluten/dairy free option) and crusty bread roll on the 
night, tea and coffee for sale, BYO nibblies and drinks (alcoholic drinks are permitted). Raffles, games 
and prizes galore! 

 

The Great Swap Up 
 

Have you seen the latest swap?? 
 

Visit http://greatswapup.blogspot.com/ or become a friend of the Great Swap Up on facebook to keep 
up with what’s being swapped. Tell your friends! 
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Little Yogi  

Yoga for Children  
 
Little Yogi Yoga classes for children uses traditional yogic postures and sequences, such a the sun salutation, to enhance 
cardiovascular fitness, core strength, flexibility and co-ordination as well as using a combination of storytelling, games, 
partner work and visualisation techniques to improve listening/concentration skills and encourage creativity.  All classes end 
with a guided relaxation. 
 
Little Yogi Yoga for Children will continue with Karuna, a certified Yoga Instructor, on Fridays at 3.30 - 4.15pm for ages 
7+ and Saturdays at 9.15 - 10am for ages 4-6.  Term dates for Fridays are 24th July-25th September and Saturdays 25th July-
26th September.  Both classes are held at the Guide/Scout Hall, Glen Rd, Darlington.  Places are limited and prior booking is 
essential.  For bookings and further information, contact Carol Karuna Peglar on 9299 6902 or 
karuna_calpeglar@bigpond.com.  
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Kinder Kidz operates out of four different locations, four days a week and provides musical fun classes 
for children aged 6 months to 5 years in four different age groups. 
 

Please visit our website www.kinderkidz.com.au or contact us on 9252 0781  
to organise a free trial class. 


