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Dear Parents, 

 
This has been an unpleasant term thus far as a result of the flu epidemic! Last week we had around 20% absenteeism due to 
flu’ and a number of staff have also been away sick. 
 
A number of Parents have asked me about the school’s procedure for dealing with the outbreak and with cases of H1N1 in 
particular. The advise from the Department of Health is that people with flu’ like illnesses are no longer being routinely tested 
for H1N1 and that students and staff who have flu’ symptoms should stay away from school until the symptoms have abated. 
 
There is a summary of the WA Association Of Independent School’s recommendations on the notice boards outside all 
classrooms. 
 
Our Parent information evening on Wednesday was well attended by existing and prospective parents who enjoyed the very 
informative talk given by our guest speaker,  Dr Lesley Payne. The feedback following the meeting was extremely positive 
and indicated that those in attendance gained valuable insight into Montessori philosophy and into some of the challenges 
Montessori schools currently face. 
 
The role of the Montessori Australia Foundation in liaising with government departments and in disseminating information to 
schools, teachers and parents, was mentioned at the meeting. This is a valuable organisation for parents wishing to learn more 
about Montessori issues, the joining fee is around $60 for a year and I recommend it highly. For more information go to 
www.montessori.org.au  
 
Best Wishes, 
 

Norman Megahey 
Principal 
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 24th August  Karri/Marri Parent Evening (7pm) 
 25th August  Book Character Dress Up Day 
 27th August  Wattle Incursion 
 28th August  Montessori Picnic 
 29th August  Family Trivia Night (5pm - 7pm) 
 2nd September Children’s House Excursion 
 3rd September Tuart Excursion 
 4th September Karri/Marri Incursion 
 8th September  Staff Meeting (early close at 2.00pm) 
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BOOK WEEK (24 AUGUST - 28 AUGUST) 
 

 
 

To celebrate Children’s Book Week we have our Book Character Dress Up Day on Tuesday, 25th August.  
Children can come to school dressed as their favourite book character (no comic book super heroes).  The theme 
of this year’s Book Week is Book Safari. During the week there will be quotes from children’s books around the 
school.  See if you can guess which books they come from.  Children will also be participating in colouring and 
drawing activities. 
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We had to postpone our excursion to Kings Park due to wet 
weather and will now be going on Wednesday, 2nd 
September.  New permission slips have been given out and 
we ask that you sign and return them to your child’s teacher 
as soon as possible. 

 

The children are enjoying their Botany lessons and activities 
and are absolutely thrilled watching their runner beans 
germinate.  Their shouts of excitement as they see their first 
root and shoot appearing is just an amazing experience. 

 

Our annual Sleepover is scheduled for Friday, 11th 
September.  This event is only for children who turn 5 and 6 
this year.  Permission slips will be given out closer to the 
date.  This is usually a highlight of the year for the children 
as they have the opportunity to have dinner at the school, be 
entertained by a magician, watch a movie, hopefully sleep 
and then have breakfast at school.  What a treat!!  As this is a 
long day for children and teachers, we ask that you please 
pick up your child at 12 noon.  There will be no afternoon 
session on this day. 

 

In Children’s House we place a big emphasis on values, 
especially the value of respect.  Respect for self, others and 
the environment.  We incorporate these lessons through role-
play, discussions, stories and music.  We also have a lot of 
discussions about ‘choices’.  Children need help learning 
how to get along with others in school, at home and in the 
playground.  They need to know that they have the power to 
make good choices.  We focus on kindness, respect, 
tolerance and responsibility.  One of the activities we use at 
school is the Peace Rose.  This is a warm and wonderful way 
to promote peaceful behaviours and positive conflict 
resolution. 

 

Enjoy the rest of the term! 
 

Christina, Geraldine, Kaylene and Sue 
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Karri/Marri students, like most of the school, have suffered 
from the flu. For most of week three we had more than half 
the class away sick, including Christine. Those who came to 
school managed to dispose of the biscuits and Milo, left over 
from camp, to keep our strength up! 
 
We now have all our class members back and we are 
moving on with our projects and art works on biomes. 
Christine has the choir running on Fridays and we are again 
going up, with Jarrah students, to work on the Darlington 
Station Reserve. 
 
Next week we will be busy making bottomless boats to enter 
into the races at the Montessori Picnic, which is on next 
Friday the 28th. 
 
We say thanks to Sherene Strahan (Callum and Quinn’s 
mum) for again, this term, reading a fantastic book to us to 
end our days. 
 
There are still two spots left for our cooking groups on 
Fridays – week 5, Friday August 21st and week 9, Friday 
September 18th – so if you can help please let us know! 
 
 

Kaylene and Christine 
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Our new children have settled in well and are making 
friends. 
 
We have started our Botany theme and have been doing 
craft activities.  We also went for a walk to collect different 
shaped leaves. 
 
Giselle is bringing in her mushroom farm so that we can all 
watch the mushrooms grow. 
 
We still have some spaces on our rosters.  If you can help 
out, please put your name on the roster. 
 

Joanne and Giselle 
 

VacSwim Program 2009-2010 
 
 
VacSwim brochures were sent home last week with 
students from Wattle age and older. 
 
You can enroll for VacSwim classes by completing 
the enrolment form contained in the brochure and 
posting or faxing to the VacSwim office or you can 
register online at det.wa.edu.au. 
 
Additional brochures can be obtained from the office 
if required. 
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Perry Lakes Reserve, Floreat 
 

Friday, 28th August 
10 am until 1 pm 

 
 

Parents welcome to come along and join us there. 
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The children have been out and about in the school grounds last 
week. They have completed some planting in our veggie garden, 
which is hopefully going to supply us with veggies to cook up a 
yummy stir-fry in the months ahead. Most of the children have 
planted their own bean plant which they germinated from a seed. 
They were very excited to see the roots, secondary roots and finally 
the plumule pop up. We also experimented with how plants would 
grow in the dark with water, in the light without water and normally 
with both light and water. The children have also been observing 
different birds in the school grounds. We are so lucky here at 
Treetops to have such a beautiful, natural environment where 
children can observe the wonders of nature. 
 

As part of our Health and Physical Education program we 
completed a course in meditation and visualization last term and 
this term we have added yoga exercises to enhance the practice. 
This practice is started in the Children’s House and carried on in 
Wattle. The breathing and warm up activities help children focus, 
the postures work to strengthen and tone their bodies and the 
relaxation and visualization techniques help their concentration. 
Yoga also helps children to become aware of  and respect the needs 
and feelings of others. They also learn to follow rules, take turns 
and share. 
 

In today’s society children lead a more scheduled life but how much 
real relaxation time do they have (this is not time in front of  some 
kind of screen). It is very important for children to have a quiet time 
each day, where they can just ’be’ without expectations, noise or 
activity. Children can sometimes become over-scheduled and 
although extra-curricular activities can be enjoyable and beneficial, 
too many commitments in sport, music, dance etc can be 
overwhelming. What was looked forward to can become an 
obligation. All children need to be engaged in play and just 
‘hanging out with friends’ for a healthy, balanced development. 
Help your child to have ongoing projects and hobbies at home but 
above all let them have a sense of calm and unhurriedness where 
they can just be themselves. 
 
We thank all the parents who have put their names on our rosters 
and finally, as we have been outdoors quite a lot, it might be useful 
to send your child with a spare pair of clothes as although our 
grounds are beautiful – they are also very muddy. 
 
Just a reminder to every body about Book Character Day- if your 
child can come dressed as their favourite book character and if you 
have got the book please have them bring it on the day. Remember 
it is a big secret so ‘hush-hush don’t tell’.  
 

Lynda, Lorraine and Adele 

Sugar Gums 
 

This term we have been participating in activities and talking 
about the weather.  Rain, rain and more rain!  Has anyone 
else noticed that most nursery rhymes are about rain?  This 
has been a very relevant theme so far this term. 
 

We are running the toy catalogue fundraiser again ready for 
Christmas.  If you would like a catalogue please come and 
collect one from Playgroup. 

Lilly Pillys Afternoon Program 
 

We are still having lots of fun in Lilly Pillys.  We are busy 
doing colouring in at the moment as this is something that 3 
year olds seem very interested in.  We visit the park if the 
weather permits, which is great fun.  We all love the new 
play area. 
 

We still have places available on all days.  If you would like 
to find out more about Lilly Pillys please speak with Vicky, 
Joanne or Giselle.  If you would like to book a place please 
see Sara in the office. 
 

Vicky and Susie 
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Having spent the first semester exploring possibilities for Yr 11 and 12, Yr 10 students are now trying to turn dreams into 
achievable goals. Spare a thought for those students and parents who are wading through the labyrinth of post-year 10 
choices! There’s a lot of prospectus swapping and “do you know anyone who’s done this course?” and “I really need to get 
my skills up in English / SOSE / Maths / Science / Art” going on right now! 
 
Some students are clear about wanting to stay at Treetops to complete the IB Diploma programme, and it is really wonderful 
to see this new “cycle” grow. The potential candidates are aware of the opportunities they will gain from completing the IB 
programme, and very aware that any benefit will be directly related to the amount of effort they put in! Other students have 
goals that mean saying good-bye to Treetops. Some will be applying to TAFE, others transferring to new high schools to take 
WACE/Curriculum Council courses.  So, while it is exciting to consider new possibilities, it is quite an emotional time. 
 
Meanwhile, our Yr 11 students have been battling flu while trying to keep up with Shakespeare, venn diagrams, the long term 
effects of World War 1, deconstructing newspaper texts, dissecting a cow’s heart, and hablando de sus hermanas. 
�

Jodi 
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The Jarrah class have been taking pride in the Darlington Station Reserve project, having planted in excess of  100 seedlings 
over the past couple of months.  Jarrah have been working closely with Karri/Marri on this project. 
 

Students are also preparing for the Darlington Arts Festival, creating items for display and for sale. 
 

In Tech/Ent students are in the process of designing garden beds which are going to be established here at the school.  This 
has required thorough planning and consultation. 

 

In English/SOSE we are starting to investigate World War 2, with particular focus on the Holocaust, in preparation for the 
novel study: “The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas”. 
 

Shaun Mitchell 

 

Where are they now? 
 

We have been very fortunate to have a few ex-students visit us over the past two weeks. It has been great to “catch-up”, and 
to see how a Montessori education translates into the challenges of young adulthood. 
 
Congratulations to James Horner, who has been accepted into the Australian Defence Force. For those of you who don’t 
remember James from his time at Treetops, you might recognize him as the fit, friendly, courteous young man who picks his 
younger sister up from Children’s House. James is now thinking about his preferred direction within the ADF  – paramedic 
or security dog trainer – before beginning training in January 2009. 
 
Congratulations also to Dylan Fowler, who has finished a pre-apprenticeship course in panel beating, and is now looking for 
an apprenticeship. 
 

Jodi 

Guildford Association Inc Year of the Sugar Gums 2009 Poetry and Art Competition 
 

I was sitting eating breakfast as usual on a Saturday morning when Mum came in.  “Morning” said Mum, “I got something 
for you from the newspaper.”  I read through eagerly, it was a poetry competition held in honour of Guildford’s Sugar 
Gums.  You see, these trees had been constantly under threat by the Shire and the public had protected them every time.  In 
2009 it was the Year of the Sugar Gums and this competition was to celebrate that.  The overall prize was  a $3,000-$4,000 
pastel painting of the Sugar Gums done by a local artist.  About a week later I was at school with nothing to do, so I started 
to write a poem about the Sugar Gums.  I entered my poem 2 to 3 weeks later.  Then one night Dad came in and said 
“Callum, I just got a call from the lady organising the competition and you’re through to the finals.”  “Whoa”, I said, “that’s 
awesome.”  Finally, the night of the competition came around.  “...and the winner for best art in years 4 to 7 is…”, now I 
was really nervous!  “Best poetry!” a little voice screamed inside me.  “Callum Strahan”, I sighed in relief.  Dad shook my 
hand when I got back to where we were standing but then the unthinkable happened, “… and now for the overall winner”.  
My face burned as he said “… come forward Callum Strahan”.  That was my first victory achieved in my first poetry 
competition and whenever those great Gums are under threat I’ll be the first, ready to chain myself to nature. 
 

GUILDFORD’S GIANTS  by Callum Strahan 
 

The light brown leaves crunch as I approach. 
They part as I slide down, now back to back with the mighty gum. 

I feel my body grow warmer, along with the gum’s trunk, 
Under the amber light of the setting sun. 

I feel him sway 
and hear his branches creak with the breeze 

of the Fremantle doctor. 
Here, 

stands a giant. 
A beauty. 

A stealer of speech. 
Here, 

stands a Sugar Gum. 



5 

�

�	�
�������������

Saturday August 29 is our Family Trivia Night!   
 

Tickets on sale now and selling fast!   
 
Join in for a  family-friendly quiz night from 5-7pm at Glen Forrest Hall. Every child wins a prize. And 
there are amazing prizes for you grownups too.  
 
Tickets can be purchased from the office at $10 adults and $5 kids (children under 3 are free). Tables of 
ten can be booked or we will put you on a team.  
 
Buy a cup of hot homemade soup (including a gluten/dairy free option) and crusty bread roll on the 
night, tea and coffee for sale, BYO nibblies and drinks (alcoholic drinks are permitted). Raffles, games 
and prizes galore! 

 

The Great Swap Up 
 

Have you seen the latest swap?? 
 

Visit http://greatswapup.blogspot.com/ or become a friend of the Great Swap Up on facebook to keep 
up with what’s being swapped. Tell your friends! 
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Open daily until Sunday 30 August at the Mundaring Arts Centre , 7190 Great Eastern Hwy (corner Nichol 
Street) Mundaring. 
 
MAIN GALLERY 
Eco Logika - Fashion with Conscience 
Artist and fashion designer Charlene O'Brien displays her latest eco-friendly fashion range of wearable 
art. Sourcing sustainable fabrics or recycling materials, hand dyeing using rain water and solar with natural 
organic materials, and then creating garments that are not only good for the body but good for the environment. 
  
COMMUNITY ROOM 
Field Notes 
Peggy Buckingham, Heather Davis, Patricia Dundas, Donna Franklin, Patricia Negus, Liz Odd, Katrina Syme 
and Anne Williams share their artistic explorations of fungi through visual diaries, photography, scientific 
analogy and fabric dyeing samples. 
 
 
 
 

LEE OLIVER'S TENNIS COACHING  
 
Tennis lessons for children age 4-16, all abilities welcome.  Saturday mornings at 
Darlington and Friday afternoons at Helena Valley.  
 
Heaps of fun and great tennis!  For more information, contact Lee or Lu on 9252 0209 
or e-mail, lolivers@bigpond.com 
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Having commenced 1 July 2009, Green Loans is a new Australian Government initiative to help Australians tackle climate change. 
The Green Loans Program will assist Australian families to install solar, water saving, and energy efficient products.  
 
Green Loans has two main components of support from the Australian Government: 
 
1. A free Home Sustainability Assessment and report (valued at over $250); and 

2. Access to a Green Loans subsidy provided to participating financial institutions to cover up to four years interest for 
borrowing of up to $10,000 to implement changes recommended in the assessment report. 
 
The first step is to make the decision to change and do your part for the environment. This is easy to say but many people never 
get around to it or assume the process will be too costly. 
 
Households are also often overwhelmed by the amount of information available describing the best actions to save energy and 
water and to reduce greenhouse gases. It can be difficult to decide what action to take. 
 
This is why the free, independent assessment is the important second step. 
 
Through the Green Loans Program, householders are able to access a free, comprehensive Home Sustainability Assessment to 
reduce their energy and water bills, increase the comfort of their home and help reduce damaging carbon pollution. 
 
This independent assessment by a qualified expert assessor will provide advice from the smallest behaviour change to major 
investments such as a solar hot water system or photovoltaic panels.  
 
To book your free Home Sustainability Assessment, call the Hotline on 1800 895 076. 

What will you get? 

From this assessment, householders get a tailored, expert report listing the most effective changes for their home. The assessment 
is valid for six months. 

What is involved? 

The assessment involves the physical inspection of major energy and water systems relating to thermal comfort, water heating, 
lighting, refrigeration, cooking, entertainment, water efficiency and outdoor consumption, and waste management.  
The data is entered into a sophisticated assessment software tool to allow environmental impact calculations. 
 
How long does it take? 
The length of the inspection is influenced by the amount of information readily available, the size of the property and the number 
of energy and water systems to be considered. 
 
Each assessment should take around 1.5 hours to complete.  
 
What next? … the Green Loan 
Many households who take up a Home Sustainability Assessment may be interested in taking out a loan to undertake the home 
improvements. Only those recommended actions from the report will be covered by the loan. 
 
To assist these households, the Australian Government will lower the cost of finance by providing a loan subsidy to participating 
financial institutions. 
 
This subsidy covers the interest on borrowing of up to $10,000 for a period of up to four years.  
 
The household can choose which participating bank, credit union or building society they wish to apply for a loan with. 
 
Participating financial institutions have agreed to national requirements for passing on the subsidy. This agreement includes 
safeguards to ensure that the full subsidy is passed on to the household through reduced cost finance. 
 
Visit the Australian Government Green Loans page to choose your financial institution. 
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