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Dear Parents, 

 
Having recently attended a Heads of School two day workshop run by the Montessori Australia Foundation, an umbrella 
organisation representing 50% of Australian Montessori schools, I thought it worthwhile to bring the MAF to the attention of 
parents again. 
 
MAF has been in existence for three years. It is the peak body for Montessori schools in Australia and responsible for liaising 
with both Federal and State Governments. For the past year MAF has been engaged in negotiations with the Federal 
Government on the new National Curriculum Framework. In this context it has developed and submitted a proposed National 
Montessori Curriculum Framework which has been well received and looks likely to be accepted. This is, needless to say, a 
major step forward for the Montessori community in Australia and a clear recognition by Government of the value of 
Montessori education. 
 
The MAF deals with a range of issues facing Montessori schools. It is an organisation well worth subscribing to; membership 
is open to both schools and individual parents. Individual membership entitles parents to free copies of Montessori Insights, 
Quarterly eBulletins, Quarterly eArticles, membership of the Association Montessori Internationale (AMI) and much more. I 
recommend it highly to parents. 
 
For more information visit www.Montessori.org 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 

Norman Megahey 
Principal 
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 17 September  Karri/Marri Excursion 
 20 September  Busy Bee (10 am - 2 pm) 
 21 September  International Day of Peace Incursion 
 21-22 September  Bring in books for Book Swap 
 23 September  Book Swap Day 
 23 September  School Nurse Visit (Children’s House) 
 25 September  Kunsido (9.15am) 
 25 September  Sports Day (following on from Kunsido) 
 25 September  Last Day of Term (normal close at 3.10pm) 
 

Term 4 Dates:  Tuesday, 13th October until Thursday, 17th December 

 

�����������	������
������
�	���
�������
���������	�
��
������������������������������������ ��������������

������������������������������� �

���� ��!��"����������
#��$��������"#$������$�����%� ��������������&�������
 ��
"�!��$�	����'�$�&�(�$
��������� ��&#(��&�)����� �$��
"���"���(��"#$������

�#��!��&��*�$��$���+,�
�
-�����-����((����



2 

���������	���
���
���
 

As this is the last Clippings for the term, we would like to 
thank all the Mums and Grandma who came with us on the 
excursion to Kings Park.  Your help was very much 
appreciated.  Thank you very much to the Mum (you know 
who you are) who gave us a lovely worded card thanking us 
for all our organisation to go on the excursion and also 
thanking us for the opportunity to see the children conduct 
themselves on the excursion in such good form.  She was 
also able to witness the interests, knowledge and enthusiasm 
of the children during the performance of the play.  Thank 
you for your comments, it is wonderful for a teacher to 
receive a card like that.  Thank you for the chocolates as 
well.  They were yummy!  We would also like to thank 
parents who helped us this term with Friday Activities, 
preparing Special Lunches, Cooking with the morning 
children and doing our Laundry.  Your help is always very 
much appreciated and necessary for the smooth running of 
the Children’s House. 

 

Thank you to Melanie Haymont, who bought plants for our 
garden near the chicken house.  Melanie and some of the 
children planted out this garden last Friday and the children 
are now taking care of it.  It is very much a sensory garden, 
with things to touch, taste and smell.  I am sure that the 
children will grow to love it and enjoy the results of their 
work! 

 

Now that Spring is here we are sure that everyone will be 
pleased.  We hope that you enjoy the weather during the 
holidays and that your children have a well deserved rest.  
We look forward to seeing them after the holidays.  Happy 
Holidays! 
 

Christina, Geraldine, Kaylene and Sue 
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Poor Christine has battled a lot of illness this term and is 
away  again this Week 8. We all miss her and hopefully she 
should be back  for Week 9. Meanwhile Karri/Marri 
students have welcomed Shannon, a  relief teacher. He has 
been covering for Christine, while she is on  leave 
recovering from illness. 
 
Thanks to the parents who have helped and will help with 
our cooking  sessions – Sue Jackson, Terri Fitzgerald and 
Yvette Slijderink. 
 
Last Friday we had a visit from the Worm Shed man, Kevin,  
and we have never seen such excited children as they 
gleefully dug into mounds of  earthworms. First we had an 
informative slide show about worms and  then after getting 
up close and friendly with piles of worms, we got   
to make our own worm farms. Thanks to all the people who 
brought in  clear plastic bottles for our farms. We had some 
of our friends  from Wattle join us for this wiggly incursion 
and afterwards Kevin,  the worm man, set up the school 
worm farm in an old fridge under the   
library. Soon we will have our own supply of worm wee to 
spread on  our veggie plants and garden. 
 
 

Kaylene and Shannon 
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A warm welcome to Jaxi Peach and family, who recently 
joined our class. 
 
We are looking forward to Spring and warmer weather.  A 
lot of the children have been unwell, so hopefully Term 4 
will be a healthier one! 
 
On one of our rare sunny days we had a picnic at the local 
park.  It was a lovely change to being inside. 
 
The children enjoyed making their Father’s Day presents 
and making the apricot treats, which we are sure all of the 
families enjoyed. 
 

Joanne and Giselle 
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This term’s Busy Bee will be held on  
Sunday, 20th September at 10.00 am.   

 
 
We will be painting the trim around the Playgroup on 
Owen Road, replacing sand outside Fuchsia Gums 
and tidying up around the garden area.  Please bring 
ladders, drop sheets, rakes, brooms, shovels, 
wheelbarrows and any gardening equipment such as 
gloves and secateurs.  Depending on numbers, we 
may shift more woodchips to garden beds around the 
school.  At 1.00 pm we will have a sausage sizzle at 
Wattle.  Hope to see you there. 
 
Regards, 
 
Tim Clegg 
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A reminder that we have fresh eggs available 
daily from our chickens at the school.  They are 
available in cartons of 6 for $3 or 12 for $5.  The 
money from sale of eggs goes towards feed and 
other items such as straw for the chickens and 
their coop. 
 



3 

��������	�
�������
�
 

Hello from the Wattle class! 
 
This has been such a busy term and it has gone by so quickly.  
The children have been involved in so many different 
projects.  Our runner beans and lettuces are looking very 
healthy and we have been allocated a second garden bed 
down by the chicken pen, where we intend to grow more 
lovely veggies. 
 
Last week we had a visit from “Raptor” and were introduced 
to 3 different Birds of Prey; Leo - a Masked  Owl, Miranda - 
a Goshawk and Swerve - a Kestrel. 
 
We are all very much looking forward to the Sleepover on 
Friday - it’s party time!!! 
 
We would like to say thank you to all the wonderful parents 
who have provided our delicious Special Lunches this term, 
to those creative ones for providing wonderful ideas and your 
time to help run our Options programme and lastly to our 
dedicated Nitz Blitzers, Vi and Kylie. 
 
We are once again looking for 2 very kind volunteers to 
clean our desks and chairs in the coming holiday break.  This 
will count as a Busy Bee. 
 
Happy Holidays everyone! 
 

Lynda, Lorraine and Adele 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sugar Gums 
 

We are still very busy with our weather theme in Playgroup.  
We have made sunshine masks and colourful kites.  The 
children are also getting to know the weather song we have 
been singing each week and are now joining in. 
 

We have had small Playgroup sessions lately due to winter 
illnesses.  I would like to thank parents for being careful not 
to share their coughs and colds and I encourage everyone  to 
keep your children away if they are sick. 
 

We will be running our catalogue fundraiser until the end of 
Term 3, so please have your orders in before Friday, 25th 
September.  If you would like a catalogue we have a few 
spares still available in Playgroup. 
 

Thank you for your support! 

Lilly Pillys Afternoon Program 
 

Everyone is having fun in Lilly Pillys.  If the weather is fine 
we head down to the park, if not we enjoy a variety of 
different activities or just have a lovely tea party. 
 

We have some vacancies.  If you would like to book a place 
please see Sara in the office. 
 

Vicky and Susie 
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On Thursday of last week we travelled into the city to watch Black Swan Theatre's production of Shakespeare's Much Ado 
About Nothing. It was a unique take on Shakespeare's original play, with the setting of a Margaret River autumn. The 
costumes were quite varied, with mixes of modern and traditional dress, but the play retained the script's humour.  
  
The actors all put in great performances, particularly the lead actor, playing Benedick, and the actor playing Dogsberry.  
  
Overall the play was hilarious, yet still had some very serious and dark material about betrayal and revenge. It was a brilliant 
production. 
  
Other Tuart happenings over the last fortnight include lots of absences due to flu, planting our Tech Ent gardens, starting an 
integrated Art/English/SOSE project and, individually, making decisions about 2010. 
 
Andrew Mews 

Please remember our NO HAT/NO PLAY policy 
and make sure your child has a hat at school. 
 
A wide brimmed sun hat is best or a cap with a 
sun visor.   
 
 
 

 
Beanies do not provide suitable sun protection. 
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In Jarrah we’re busy with our gardening project for Technology and Enterprise.  We’ve all chosen our garden plots and are 
currently brainstorming which plants to grow.  Also, a few of us go up to the Darlington Station Reserve each Thursday to 
help with weeding and planting native seedlings. 
 

We are all looking forward to the Darlington Arts Festival, held on the 7th and 8th November because much work is going 
into the stall we’ll have there.  We’re making things like jewellery, bunting, gourd bowls, bags, purses and many more to sell 
on the day as a fundraising effort.  Also, all of us plan to enter a piece of artwork to the art exhibition held each year in the 
Darlington Hall, on the same date. 
 

For Sport we’ve started on a new unit, Bush Walking, and we all enjoyed our trek along the Bridle Path.  This week we’re 
having a change of scenery and are taking the school bus to Swan View to walk a track there, but for now, that’s all from 
Jarrah. 
 

Diana Truman-Healy 

Where are they now? 
 

Matthew Biggs has completed Certificate III in Radio Broadcasting and is currently completing Certificate IV in Radio 
Broadcasting at Central TAFE.  Listen out for Matt on www.boomradio.com.au on Wednesdays between 10 am and 11 am.  
Matt is also investigating attending WAPA for Radio Broadcasting. 
 
Harrison  Daniels has completed a certificate 1 in Metal Fabrication and is now doing a sign writing course at TAFE. 
  
Bethany (Betty) Richards is currently doing a Certificate III in Business and Graphic Design at TAFE. 
  
 

Jodi 
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We all had lots of fun during Book Week. We had our dress up day on the Tuesday and all the classes met on the school oval 
mid morning for an impromptu parade of costumes.  During the week students had coloring and drawing activities to 
complete and there were also the book quotes in each area to take a guess at.  Did you guess what books the quotes were 
from? 
 
The Children’s Book Council of Australia 2009 Awards have now been finalized and the winners announced.  They are as 
follows: 
 
 Picture Book of the Year 2009  “Collecting Colour” by Kylie Dunstan 
 
 Early Childhood Book of the Year 2009 “How to Heal a Broken Wing” by Bob Graham 
 
 Young Readers Book of the Year 2009 “Perry Angel’s Suitcase” by Glenda Millard 
 
 Older Readers Book of the Year 2009 “Tales from Outer Suburbia” by Shaun Tan 
 
 Eve Powell Book of the Year 2009  “Alive in the Death Zone” by Lincoln Hall 
 
Some of the books that were awarded Honours were “A Rose for the Anzac Boys” by Jackie French, “Then” by Morris 
Gleitzman and “Leaf” by Stephen Michael King.   
 
We have a number of the books shortlisted for the CBCA 2009 Awards in our School Library and we will be purchasing 
some more over the coming weeks. 
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Recycle and Read!  
Treetops students love reading and they’re going to love our end of term Book Swap, where they’ll be 
able to pick up free books for the holidays. It’s simple – students bring in their old but good quality 
books and get to choose from the collection of everyone else’s pre-loved books. Here’s how it will work: 
 
MON 21 SEPT & TUES 22 SEPT: students bring in pre-loved children’s books that are still in good 
condition. Bring in as many as possible. We’ll give a ticket for each book to a maximum of 5 tickets. SO, 
3 books will earn 3 tickets and 5 books will earn 5 tickets but 15 books still only gets 5 tickets. Because 
it’s our first book swap, we don’t know if we’ll get enough books to promise one-for-one – maybe next 
time.... 

WED 23 SEPT:  Each class visits the book swap so students can redeem their tokens for books – just 
think, your old books could earn you FIVE new books for the holidays! If we have any books leftover, 
we’ll sell them to parents for a small fee during school pickup later in the day. 

The swap works best if we have a wide range of books, fiction and non-fiction, for all ages. It won’t work 
if everyone brings in their old baby books because then we don’t have anything for older readers.  
Please send at least one chapter book, and don’t forget our middle & high school readers. Just make 
sure they’re appropriate for a school book swap.  
 
For info or help phone Sherene Strahan on 0419 25 4500. 
 
So start going through your collection and send in as many books as you can – we want to be 
swamped by books! 

 
Nut, Dairy and Egg-free Cookbook 
 
 
 
 
 
We all know about the No Nut Policy at Treetops and a number of parents have been asking, "what can I send to 
school with my children that doesn't contain nuts?" 
 
Well, one of the school mums, Vandra, has a friend whose 6 year old daughter Edan has severe anaphylactic 
reactions to a variety of food, one of them being nuts. Edan’s mum has published a little cookbook that is dairy, 
egg and nut-free. The cookbook mostly contains snacks, bars, cakes, biscuits and things that can be easily 
packed in the kids’ lunches that are NUT free! 
 
The retail price is $17 (inc. postage and handling) and the author will generously give us 30% of our sales of the 
book towards school fundraising! Order forms will be arriving soon. Please let us know if you would be interested 
in purchasing this Dairy, Egg & Nut free cookbook, for yourselves or as a gift for someone you know. Email 
fundraising@treetops.wa.edu.au or tell Vandra (Coral Gums) if you’re interested and we’ll get an order form to 
you. 
 
P.S. Vandra has cooked many of the recipes using gluten free flour and they easily convert to being gluten free 
as well. And they are delicious! 
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Recycled Racers 
 
 
KIDS! Like making things? Like science? Love cars? 
 
Start thinking about how you are going to construct your recycled racer for our Treetops Recycled 
Racers Derby. Race your vehicle down the Treetops hill in December. Awards for the most creative, 
most colourful, fastest, best use of materials, funniest, slowest, most sponsorship (yes, it’s a fundraiser 
too), most advanced technology and more. (Note: these are miniature vehicles – we are not riding in 
them. Driving is by gravity, natural energy or Barbies & Action Figures only!) 
 
Look out for the posters around school for more info. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Family Portraits through school 
Here’s a great Christmas present. We have arranged for the photographer we used for school photos to 
come to us and photograph your family in a convenient and relaxed environment at school. 
 
Date: Saturday 17th October 
Time: choose your own time from 8.30am (10 minute sitting) 
Place: school 
Cost: $25 for an A4 size portrait OR one 5”x7”, two 6”x4” and four wallet size 
(You can order more when you see your photos) 
 
The $25 includes sitting and your choice of portrait photo or package, and the photographer is also 
donating a portion of each fee to the school. Book your sitting time and pre-pay in the office.  

 

The Great Swap Up 
 

Have you seen the latest swap?? 
 

Visit http://greatswapup.blogspot.com/ or become a friend of the Great Swap Up on facebook to keep 
up with what’s being swapped. Tell your friends! 
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Applications are currently invited for the 2009 Mundaring Arts Scholarships.  The Scholarships, worth 
up to $6,000, are open to young people talented in any branch of the arts (graphic art, music, dance etc) 
who have an association with the Shire of Mundaring through residence or education.  Application 
forms can be downloaded from the website at www.mundaringarts.org or obtained from the Shire 
offices or the Greenmount or Mundaring Public Libraries. 



8 

���������	�����
	���
�	
 

SPRINGBANK ARTS STUDIO 
 

www.springbankarts.com.au 
Mobile / studio 0409 977 978 

Office 9252 0697 
 

Teacher: Guenevere Measham Milne 
 
MFA cello performance / CYT yoga diploma / police clearance / working with children registered teacher 
 
The place that makes learning FUN!  Give your family a lifelong gift through the enrichment of music 
and the yogic arts.  Guenevere Measham Milne’s passion for teaching transmits a contagious love for 
the Arts, whether you are a student in her classical cello or string ensemble studio, a young child 
absorbing the many “foundations of learning” in an exciting KINDERMUSIK class, or while joining 
her in one of her challenging yet personal yoga and meditation classes. 
 
Call for free demo classes held on October 1st!  Classes offered will be: Village (0-18 mths), Our Time 
(1.5-3+), and Imagine That! (3-5+) held at Springbank Arts Studio, 23 Springbank Close, Darlington.  
Call to reserve your space! 9252 0697. 
 

MUNDARING ARTS CENTRE 
 
It is that delightful time of the year when children's literature writers and illustrators are receiving attention across 
the nation through the Children's Book Council of Australia 'Book Week' awards, Premier award 
nominations, National Literacy and Numeracy Week, and writing competitions through libraries, schools and 
writing groups.  The Mundaring Arts Centre is very proud to join this awareness of literature and illustration with 
the opening of the third heARTlines Children's Literature and Book Illustrat ion Festival .  
  
This festival consists of programmes of workshops and talks by Western Australian authors and illustrators for 
school's and the general public, and a magnificent exhibition of illustrations including artworks by Rebecca Cool  
(Isabella’s Garden by Glenda Millard); Moira Court  (Miss Llewellyn-Jones by Elaine Forrestal); Ellen Hickman  
(Tuart Dwellers by Jan Ramage); Frané Lessac  (Simpson and his Donkey by Mark Greenwood); Patricia 
Negus  (A Tale of Two Honey Possums by Felicity Bradshaw); Chris Nixon  (Crocodile Cake by Palo Morgan; 
Jake’s Gigantic List by Ken Spillman);  Matt Ottley  (Requiem for a Beast; and Home and Away by John 
Marsden); Brian Simmonds  (Lighthouse Girl by Dianne Wolfer); Briony Stewart  (Kumiko and the Dragon) and 
Shaun Tan  (Tales from Outer Suburbia).   
  
The Public Programme includes talks and workshops with some of these exhibiting illustrators (Rebecca Cool , 
Matt Ottley  and Brian Simmonds ), as well as authors such as Kate McCaffrey  (Destroying Avalon, In 
Ecstasy), Matt Ottley  (Requiem for a Beast), Bevan McGuiness  (The Awakening, The First Weapon, The Way 
of Purity), and Jan Ramage  with Ellen Hickman  (Tuart Dwellers), on weekends, evenings, and during the 
school holidays.  (The school's programme of workshops is already fully booked.) 
 
 
 

Hills Outside School Care Association Inc. 
Ph: (08) 9299 8687 Mobile: 0417 978 806 Email: HOSCA@bigpond.com 

 
School Holidays are coming, and the Hills Outside School Care Assoc. Inc. has a program packed full 
of fun activities and outings. We are open from 7am to 6pm and provide a caring, safe environment. 

Child Care Benefit is available to all families that use HOSCA. Please contact us for your School 
Holiday Program on: 9299 8687 or Email: HOSCA@bigpond.com 

 


