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Montessori education is the result of the life and work of Dr Maria Montessori (1870-1952), an Italian doctor
who devoted her life to children and their education. Dr Montessori believed in the innate goodness of
children and in their natural urge to explore the world and to learn. Her view of education went beyond
academic learning. It was an holistic approach which took into account all aspects of the child’s
developmental needs - physical, emotional, social and spiritual. Each stage in the child’s education, she
believed, should be aimed at addressing these needs. Hers was a child-centred approach to education.

The Montessori approach to education focuses on the whole personality of the child; the faculties of intellect,
deliberation, initiative and independent thinking. Montessori education emphasises the uniqueness of the
individual child and acknowledges that children grow and develop at different rates.

As a member of the school community, the Montessori child experiences and learns these fundamental
qualities which form the basis of personal fulfilment and set the foundations for participation in the wider
community.

Treetops Montessori School is firmly grounded in Maria Montessori’s vision for the child and the future of the
world. Children at Treetops enjoy the freedom of choosing their own work within a carefully structured
environment. Montessori education presents endless opportunities for children to work together and to learn
from each other. They work under the guidance and direction of highly qualified teachers who act as
facilitators, or guides. Each child works at his or her own pace. In this way children are neither held back nor
stressed by trying to keep up. The Montessori classroom is set up to facilitate learning, not teaching. The
experienced teachers at Treetops, teach how to learn, rather than what to learn. In addition to Class
Teachers and qualified Teacher’s Aides there are Specialist Teachers who are available to cover areas such
as Art, Drama, Music, Languages, Computing Skills and Technology and Enterprise.

Montessori teaching materials, many of which are self-correcting, are used throughout the Primary areas.
By using these materials children learn, not just how to get something right, but why things work the way
they do. At each stage in the child’'s development appropriate equipment and activities are provided to
assist the child in their learning.

The Curriculum Council is responsible for setting and monitoring the curriculum across all schools in
Western Australia. Treetops must meet the same curriculum standards as all other schools in the state.
The Curriculum Framework, which is based on an Outcomes Approach, has eight learning areas - Art,
English, Mathematics, Science, Technology and Enterprise, Studies of Society and Environment (SOSE),
Languages other than English (LOTE) and Health and Physical Education, each with a set of desired
outcomes. For more information visit The Curriculum Council website at http://www.curriculum.wa.edu.au/

Treetops also implements the Montessori Curriculum, which goes beyond what is required by the Curriculum
Council. Specifically, the Montessori Curriculum in Geography, Botany, Geometry and Science is extensive.
Treetops has a well developed LOTE (Languages Other Than English) programme, offering German as a
second language in Years 1 to 10 and Spanish for the IB.




Montessori believed that a secure and harmonious future for the World could only be brought about by
educating children in a manner that would result in them having a sense of fulfilment and inner peace.
Treetops Montessori School holds this to be a central tenet of Montessori’'s educational philosophy.
Treetops’ children learn that peace begins with themselves as individuals. Learning respect for each other
and how to bring about peaceful resolution of conflict are two of the most important skills which Treetops
children develop.

To assist in this development, Treetops uses The Virtues Programme developed by Linda and Dan Popov
of British Columbia, Canada. The programme is based on principles of spiritual growth and aims to develop
a set of positive values within the child. The programme is run in our primary classes in ways which are
appropriate to each age group.
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Treetops firmly believes that a partnership should exist between the school and family. At Treetops we treat all
children with respect and promote a high level of independence within each child. We encourage families to
promote these values in the home environment. We recognise that the parent/guardian is the most important
person in the child’s life and we aim to create a partnership in which parents are involved in their child’s
education. In the primary years, parents are invited to assist with a variety of daily activities within the classroom,
for example, cooking, craft and options programmes. Assisting within the classroom has many benefits - parents
gain valuable insight into their child’s day at Treetops, teachers develop a closer relationship with parents and,
most importantly, our children benefit from the joy of having their parent participate in their learning.

Written reports are provided twice a year and each child’s progress is discussed with parents yearly at a Parent
Interview. In addition, parents are always welcome to bring any area of concern to the attention of staff. Parents’
Day is held once a year and this give parents a chance to see their child in the class situation. It is also a great
opportunity to ask questions about how the classroom operates. Twice a year the whole school community
gathers at a Kunsido (Gathering). Kunsidos are an opportunity for our children to show their parents, and each
other, things that they have done during the term. Kunsidos are not performances but fun gatherings for the
whole school and great opportunities for parents to see the students as a group.

At the end of each year we hold a Family Gathering. This is a reflection and celebration of the learning that the
children have achieved during the year. It is also an opportunity for our community to give thanks to the staff and
Board for their hard work and dedication to our children. We hold the event at night to give those working parents
and extended family members, who are unable to attend many of our daytime events, the opportunity to join with
us, at least once during the year, to celebrate our unique community. It also provides an opportunity for families
and staff to socialise and enjoy each others’ company surrounded by our beautiful tranquil environment before the
rush of the “Silly Season”.

Parent Education Evenings are held once a semester. These evenings usually take the form of a talk on a special
topic, for example “Montessori and Discipline” and “Virtues Education”, and are followed by discussion time.

Busy Bee days are held once a term, and provide another wonderful opportunity for parents to meet each other
and to assist with general maintenance or special projects.




Treetops Montessori School provides education at developmental levels corresponding with Dr Montessori's
Planes of Development. Education at each level, in accordance with Montessori principles, is predicated on the
basic human urge to explore.

An important feature of our classrooms is their social composition. The mixed age setting facilitates the personal,
social and intellectual development of the children. Older children provide role models for younger ones and help
them to learn. Visitors to Treetops frequently comment on the good behaviour, confidence and respectfulness of
the children. Our classes also provide a nurturing and well ordered environment in which the children can
develop at their own pace.
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From the moment of birth, the individual is bombarded by a myriad of sense perceptions. Montessori described
this period of human development as the stage of the Unconscious Absorbent Mind. Through their senses,
children discover their immediate world. In Sugar Gums, children are given the freedom to explore by touching,
tasting, smelling, seeing and hearing. Parents, who attend Sugar Gums Playgroup with their children one
morning a week, learn that two of their most important responsibilities are to help the child towards independence
and to set limits for them.
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To help children with the transition from Sugar Gums (which they attend with a parent) to Children’s House, we
have established a morning programme catering for 3 year olds. For many children this is the first big step
towards independence. Children are introduced to the Montessori Curriculum in preparation for Children’s
House.
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Montessori described this period of human development as the stage of the Conscious Absorbent Mind. At this
point in time the child’s senses are more acute than they are at any other period in their life. While still absorbing
impressions, the child is now becoming more active in the exploration of the environment and is attempting to
perfect and refine certain skills. In this process the child is attempting to discover the order upon which the world
around them is built.

In our Children’s House, the children are provided with experiences in practical living; for example cooking and
cleaning. (There is a kitchen area in which everything is scaled down to a size easily used by children). These
real life activities develop confidence and manual dexterity and provide a link between what happens at school
and at home.

Our Children’s House also introduces children to a wide range of sensorial materials with which they explore the
world; sound cylinders for shaking and matching, sandpaper tablets giving the experiences of rough, rougher,
roughest, a tower of cubes to demonstrate volume. These, and other, materials help the child to develop a sound
base for learning through the use of language and mathematical materials which are introduced later.

This ‘learning by experience’ teaches children to work independently and helps to develop a high degree of self-
discipline as well as an enthusiasm for learning. To the child the Children’s House is a world of independent
discovery.
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Montessori termed the second plane of development, the Intellectual Period. This is the time when the child has a
huge appetite for knowledge. According to Montessori, the child is now on the threshold of reasoning. “Now they
will occupy themselves with the how and why. They are beginning to become aware of the problems of cause
and effect.” They are also developing a moral sense.

Our Wattle classrooms provide children with a wide range of Montessori materials to help them explore and learn.
The equipment is on shelves within easy reach of the children and is organised carefully into sections for Maths,
Language, Geography, History, Zoology and so on. Once the child has been introduced to a particular piece of
equipment by the teacher, and shown its purpose, the child is free to take it from the shelf and use it.

Social and personal development continues to be nurtured in Wattle. Children in this age-range often work in
groups, enhancing leadership skills and social responsibility.
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By the time children reach the age of nine, while still in the Intellect Period, they are moving away from the use of
equipment, though Montessori materials are still available, towards a more abstract exploration of the world.
There is a strong focus at this stage on their development as social beings.

In our Karri/Marri classroom children spend a lot of time carrying out their own research projects. Often this is
done in groups with the children sharing responsibility. Computers are introduced as research tools and the
children have supervised access to the Internet. The range of research topics widens as the children become
interested in moral and social issues, for example the ethics of using animals for scientific experimentation, crime
and punishment and conservation issues.

The adolescents in this age group are entering the first stage of Adulthood. This is a period of self-construction as
the adolescent strives to find a sense of self and their place in the adult world.

The Middle School builds on the foundations which have been laid down in the earlier years. Adolescents are
thinking and working more like adults. They are involved in planning their curriculum and have a say in decision
making on issues which directly affect them. When it comes to planning excursions, for example, they have a say
in the venue and are encouraged to do the organising. While having these freedoms, students are also given
clear boundaries and are expected to behave responsibly, showing self discipline and respect for those around
them and their environment.

It is important to remember that adolescence is a period of turmoil. Children respond to it in different ways; there
can be a decrease in intellectual activity, loss of self confidence, rebellion, emotional outbursts or loss of powers
of concentration. Adolescents at Treetops Montessori School belong to a community which offers support and
understanding, acknowledging their individuality and changing needs in this vulnerable period of their
development, while at the same time maintaining their academic progress.

The first year of their Tuart experience enables students to consolidate previous learning and to develop further
their skills in independent, critical thinking. Students attend work experience sessions and are encouraged to
know themselves and to find their unique place within the world. These students also join the older Diploma
students in the Theory of Knowledge unit. This provides them with a valuable insight into the nature of the
International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme and assists them in deciding whether or not to take on the
commitment of the Diploma for their final two years.

The IB Diploma Programme (DP) has emerged as the single truly international pre-university high school
programme. It is generally recognised as an excellent educational system, and (contrary to popular perception) it
is not just for elite students: any well motivated student capable of coping with a national pre-university
programme should also be able to cope with the IB Diploma. The Diploma Programme has the strengths of a
traditional and broad curriculum, but with three important additional features, Theory of Knowledge (TOK),
Creativity, Action, Service (CAS) and an Extended Essay. For more information about the Diploma Programme
visit the International Baccalaureate website at https://www.ibo.org

Aside from their academic studies, Tuart students are important role models for the younger children at Treetops.
They are encouraged to help and guide our younger children and to provide support for the teaching staff within
the school.




Is Montessori opposed to competition?

Dr Montessori, herself an extraordinary student and a very high achiever, was never opposed to
competition on principle. Her objection was to using competition to create an artificial motivation to get
students to achieve. She observed that competition was an ineffective tool to motivate children to learn
and work hard in school.

Montessori argued that for an education to profoundly touch a child’s heart and mind, the child must be
learning because they are curious and interested, not to earn the highest grade in the class.

Traditionally schools challenge students to compete with each other for grades, class rankings, and
special awards. Students are constantly measured against their classmates, rather than considered for
their individual progress.

In Montessori schools, students learn to collaborate with each other rather than mindlessly compete.
Students discover their own innate abilities and develop a strong sense of independence, self-
confidence, and self-discipline. In an atmosphere in which children learn at their own pace and
compete only against themselves, they learn not to be afraid of making mistakes. They quickly find that
few things in life come easily, and they can try again without fear of embarrassment.

How much freedom in the classroom do Montessori ch ildren really have?

While Montessori children are permitted considerable latitude to pursue topics that interest them, this
freedom is conditional and comes with clear responsibilities. Children must be considerate and not
disturb the learning of others.

Both children and teachers are aware of the work that must be done by each student, covering all areas
required in the curriculum. The child is, in fact, not free to do whatever he/she wants but is free to
choose from a range of work. Children who have been at Treetops from an early age and whose home
environment is compatible with Montessori education, tend to be self-directed in their learning. These
children want to learn, and therefore lack of motivation is not a problem.

Does Montessori education encourage play as well as work?

Yes! Play is an integral part of learning and children at Treetops have many opportunities each day to
just “play”. However, work and play are not mutually exclusive. Children learn best when they enjoy
what they are doing. Often visitors in our classrooms, comment on the children’s intense concentration
and the earnestness with which they engage in work. However, the children are clearly enjoying their
work. To them it is fun, it is joyful, it is rewarding, it is play.

What about creativity?

Treetops Montessori School has an integrated curriculum which incorporates Art, Music and Drama.
Further, the child’'s imagination develops as he/she explores the world through Science, History,
Geography and so on. Montessori education stimulates the imagination of the child and enhances the
creative spirit.

Is it true that Montessori children don't do homewo rk?

Yes for young children, no for older ones. While children in lower primary may be given, for example,
readers to bring home, set ‘homework’ is seldom given. In upper primary at Treetops, children may,
from time to time, be given unfinished work or specific tasks to bring home.

In Treetops Middle School children are assigned homework. Every care is taken to ensure that
homework consists of meaningful, interesting assignments that expand on the topics that the students
are pursuing in class. Homework may also consist of work that should have been completed at school.

Naturally, by the time students undertake the IB Diploma, homework becomes a necessary component
of the course. However, we work closely with our students on time management in an attempt to make
them efficient users of their time, hence lessening the amount of actual time spent on homework.

Finally, homework is given in carefully measured amounts. Children are not expected to spend long
periods of time outside school doing academic work. Most importantly, homework should never become
a battleground between adult and child.




What is the teacher’s role in a Montessori classroo m?

A Montessori Teacher is primarily concerned with children as individuals. Their skill is to be an unobtrusive
observer while directing each child in the learning process. You may need to look around the room to find
the teacher because they are usually working quietly with a child on his/her individual level.

A Montessori Teacher:

Respectfully engages the Learner , recognising that their role is not so much to teach as to
inspire, mentor, and facilitate the learning process. The real work of learning belongs to the
individual child, therefore the Montessori educator remains conscious of his/her role in helping each
child to fulfill his/her potential as a human being and of creating an environment for learning within
which children will feel safe, cherished, and empowered.

Facilitates the “Match” between the Learner and Kno  wledge, because they are trained to
identify the best response to the changing interests and need of each child as a unique individual
and because they truly accept that children learn in many different ways and at their own pace.
Montessori educators understand that they must “follow the child”, adjusting their strategies and
timetable to fit the development of each of their pupils.

Is a Designer of the Environment , organising appropriate social settings and academic
programmes for children at their own level of development. They do this to a large degree through
the design of the classroom, selection and organisation of learning activities and structure of the
day.

The goal of our admissions process is to ensure a good match between your family’s values and
aspirations for your children and those of our school. We work closely with parents as an extension of
the home.

To find out more about the Montessori method and how our school operates, you are welcome to come
for a tour of the school. Tours work best if you do not have young children with you, as you can better
focus on what you are seeing in the classrooms. If you wish to schedule a tour, please contact our
office to arrange a time.

After you have had a tour, please collect an Application for Enrolment from our office and return it to us
with the Application Fee to place your child’s name on our Waiting List. In addition, we ask that you
enclose a letter telling us about your child and your family. This will help us during the interview
process, as well as introducing the teacher to your child, prior to the orientation process.

When a place becomes available, the families of eligible children will attend an interview with our
Principal and at the completion of a successful family interview, eligible children will attend the school
for an orientation session. In Tuart and Jarrah, orientation sessions run for five full school days, in our
primary area they run for three full school days and in our Scarlet, Coral and Fuchsia Gums they run for
one morning. At the completion of a successful orientation session a place will be offered.

Please bear in mind that we do not usually have places available during the school year. Our major
intake of children is for the start of each school year. We then have a second intake in the middle of the
year for 3 year olds entering Fuchsia Gums. You are welcome to apply for a place at any point during
the school year and if there are no vacancies, your child’s application will simply be held until the next
intake.

For further information please contact the Office between the hours of 8:30 am and 4:00 pm, Monday to
Friday.




Initial Fees Fee
Application Fee for Playgroup (includes GST) $5.50
Application Fee for all other areas (includes GST) $99
Enrolment Fee (1% Child) $200
Enrolment Fee (Siblings) $100
Enrolment Deposit (does not apply to Playgroup) $1200
Tuition Fees Per Term
Playgroup $ 110
Scarlet, Coral & Fuchsia Gums - Part Time (1% Child) $1430
Scarlet, Coral & Fuchsia Gums - Part Time (Siblings) $1220
Scarlet & Coral Gums - Full Time (1% Child) $1595
Scarlet & Coral Gums Full Time (Siblings) $1355
Primary (Wattle & Karri Class) (1% Child) $1355
Primary (Wattle & Karri Class) (Siblings) $1155
Year 7 (1% Child) $1505
Year 7 (Siblings) $1280
Years 8-10 (Jarrah & Tuart) (1% Child) $1765
Years 8-10 (Jarrah & Tuart) (Siblings) $1495
IB Programme $2175
IB Programme (Sibling) $1850
Additional Fees & Levies

Capital Levy (Per family, per term) $50
Stationery Fee (Wattle — Tuart, annually per child) $100
Busy Bee Levy (Per term, in lieu of attendance) $80
Lilly Pilly (Afternoon Care) $8/hour

The above fees are for the 2010 school year and are subject to change for future years.
Fees are subject to alteration from time to time as decided by the School Board and are to be paid in accordance with the
current Fee Payment Policy. The School Board reserves the right to terminate the enrolment of a student for a new term if the
preceding term's fees have not been paid.

Part Time and Full Time

Three year old children attend five mornings a week from 9am until 12 noon and are considered part-time. If they are ready,
children who are four years old attend between 3 and 5 afternoon session also (9am to 3pm) and are considered full-time for
fee purposes.

Payment Options

One Annual Payment

The Annual Fee is payable by the first Friday of the School year. A discount of 5% is applied to annual payments.

Term Payments

School fees are invoiced at the beginning of each term. Payment is due by the end of the first week of each term.

Payments Queries

Any queries about finances should be addressed in the first instance to the Finance Administrator. Should you have any
special circumstances which require multiple copies of invoices or receipts, please notify the office in writing.

Administration Fee

If fees are not received within 7 days of the due date and a written payment plan is not in place, a reminder statement will be
issued and an Administration Fee of $15 will be charged. This fee covers costs incurred by the school for the preparation and
provision of documents and postage etc.

Busy Bee Levy
The school community benefits from parent contributions to busy bees. Families who are unable to meet their busy bee com-

mitment through attendance at the weekend busy bee organised each term may apply to work off their commitment at another
time on an approved task. If the busy bee records show insufficient or no time is spent for busy bees a levy of $80 will be
applied to the family’s account at the end of term.

Camp Fees
Camps will be organised during the year and are a compulsory component of the school curriculum. These are not included in

tuition fees. Costs will be advised well in advance.

Excursions
Excursion costs are included in Tuition Fees.




