
UPCOMING DATES

Friday 24th September 
Last Day of Term 3 

Monday 4th - Friday 8th October 
Year 12 Mock Exams 

Monday 11th October 
Staff PD Day 

Playgroup Commences 
Tuesday 12th October 

First day of Term 4 for Students

EDITION 145 

Large Edition - as it is the end of the term, we have a lot to share with you! 

You may need to click 'view entire message' at the bottom of this email to see everything. 

If you no longer wish to receive Clippings, there is an unsubscribe link at the end of this email.



From the Principal

Dear Treetops Community, 

Term 3 is typically a good term for schools to do the things we like to do that take time
away from regular teaching and learning. There are several reasons for this, including
improved weather (not too hot or cold) and students tend to be less fatigued than in Term
4. It is not always possible for all parents to be aware of everything that occurs at Treetops.
A summary of the extra-curricular activities from this term is as follows:

Week 2, Children’s House Better Beginnings (local library) incursion and

Constable Care incursion for Marri and Karri classes

Week 5, Science Week, Parent/Teacher Interviews and Science Fair
Week 6, Book Week, ‘Old Worlds, New Worlds, Other Worlds’, Book Character
Dress-up and Parade
Week 7 Wattle Morning Tea and excursion to Herdsman Lake and Father’s Day
Morning Tea in Children’s House
Week 8, Performing Arts Night
Week 9, Marri Adrenaline Vault Excursion, Karri Whiteman Park Excursion and

Children’s House and Wattle Sleepover
Week 10, Whole School Peace Day Ceremony

We have had a very busy, exciting, and fulfilling term! 

I hope you all enjoy the term break and look forward to seeing you soon. 

Stuart Harris





 

Children's House
Peace education is an integral part of a Montessori classroom. Our classroom has a peace
corner, to which a child can go to calm down and feel peaceful.  This is where our light
table is situated as well as books, sand timers, small cuddle toys, and sensory tools.
Children can choose to go to the peace corner on their own at any time when they are
seeking a moment of serenity.  We also start each day by saying the Kindness Pledge,
where we promise to be kind to our friends and to ourselves.

The children are taught to resolve their conflicts with the use of a peace rose.  The children
involved in the conflict stand opposite each other, facing one another. Whoever is holding
the peace rose gets to speak. They listen respectfully and without interruption. Then the
rose is passed to the other child, and it is his/her turn to speak.  They end by saying "we
declare peace” and give one another a smile.



Last week, I asked the children what peace meant to them.  I was so impressed by 
the thoughtfulness of the answers. 

Peace is… 
To be patient and gentle. 

o not interrupt. 
Being kind to others. 

Saying the Kindness Pledge every morning. 
Loving our families. 

Being outside with trees and nature. 
Being quiet and looking at books. 

It is the Peace song. 
And bedtime stories. 
Helping someone. 

Holding the door open. 
Looking at the stars makes me feel peaceful. 

Asking what others would like. 
Quiet.  Nice.  Polite. 

Peace can be as simple as a quiet moment or three deep breaths…

Activities like watering plants, tiding up after themselves, and placing the equipment back 
in the correct place, encourages children to interact with their environment. Holding the 
door open for each other, greeting others sincerely with good eye contact, helping others 
to tidy away or clean, and listening while others are talking, teaches them love and respect 
for others. 

Getting nearer to nature helps us feel more relaxed.  Urban environments require 
what psychologists call directed attention, which forces us to ignore distractions and 
exhausts our brains. In natural environments, children can practice an effortless type 
of attention known as soft fascination that creates feelings of pleasure and calmness, not 
fatigue. 



Reading together. Not only is the act of reading peaceful itself, but many books also do a 
great job of teaching concepts of peace. Reading together also has the bonus of 
encouraging your child’s love of learning, as well as providing some quality snuggle 
opportunities. Books about peace – many of these are available through the Boya Library.

I am Peace by Susan Verde and Peter Reynolds – (one of our favourite stories)
See the Youtube video sung by Emily Arrow https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=uqkPdIjjSFI
Bizz Buzz Bozz (Natalie Mckinnon)
The Smeds and The Smoos (Julia Donaldson)
Mopoke (Philip Bunting)
Giraffe in the Bath (Russell Punter)
Peace is an Offering (Barbara Kerley)
Peace – a beautiful poem (Baptiste and Miranda Paul)
What Does Peace Feel Like? (Vladimir Radunsky)

Anene Lamb



W
 

attle
Wattle students enjoyed an excursion to Herdsman Lake Discovery Centre. 
Herdsman Lake is one of the few remaining wetlands in Perth City. It is part of a chain of 
wetlands extended from north of Joondalup to south of Cockburn. The Noongar people 
call the area ‘Ngurgenboro’, it was an important food source. Students engaged in a leaf 
litter sort, a water sort, and a peaceful walk over and around the lake.

Wattle students completed their science experiments. They discovered that soil type does
affect plant growth. It was very interesting that some plants started growing quickly, then
suddenly died off as the ‘soil’ became quite marshy. The plant that grew under light 24
hours had many dark green leaves and a shorter stem, whereas the plant in the cupboard
with no light was a yellowy colour, as well as quite long and stringy. The plants with
differing amounts of water did not show a lot of difference in growth, but the plants with the
most water had leaves that were almost wilting. The fertiliser group was the most
surprising, the seed that was only given water grew the best. It was assumed that seeds
need water to germinate and not fertiliser.

The Children’s House and Wattle Sleepover was a GREAT success. The excitement was
almost palpable. Captain Cleanup was the chosen entertainment for 2021. Everyone
learned how important it is to reduce, reuse, and recycle as much as possible. Captain
Cleanup encouraged everyone to participate in the Containers for Change program. These
bins are located at the school office for your convenience. After Captain Cleanup, Wattle
students went for a spotlight walk before watching 'Chitty Chitty Bang Bang'. Sleep was
soon requested, and peace reigned.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uqkPdIjjSFI


Upon waking, everyone enjoyed breakfast on the verandah. Breakfast is a wonderful time
when everyone rejoices that they have woken up ‘still at school’. The final experience was
a play on the oval.

Thank you to everyone who has supported Wattle over the past term. Enjoy the holidays. 

Natalie Boyd-Ratcliff



Marri
 

Marri have been investigating the science behind plant cells, and the major organs of the 
human body. The class has built 3-D models of the plant cells and will continue our work 
on the human body next term, where we will make a model of a torso filled with gelatine to 
perform a mock surgery to gain appreciation for the medical field.

With just 20 minutes each day, students have created an entire society on Minecraft; the 
class has formed a town council, created jobs and roles for members of the society, and 
introduced laws and infrastructure to the town. If you are curious to see what the class has 
built, feel free to drop in.

The class has also looked at how at how a different point of view can greatly change the 
outcome of a story. Marri students wrote stories based on famous fairy tales from the 
villains' point of view. The stories turned out great and with some interesting twists to 
classic fairy tales.

Marri recently went to Adrenaline Vault to do some bouldering and rock climbing. The 
students had to overcome climbing puzzles to reach the top of the climbs. They worked 
collaboratively by assisting each other with difficult climbs, and showed great leadership 
skills when it came to helping people who were less experienced. The parent volunteers 
got roped into the belay harness climbs and helped students run up and down walls.

Hylton Hayes



https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=68ae365548&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1711769252524362855%7Cmsg-f%3A171176925… 9/35





Karri
 

Caversham (By Josh) 
On Friday we went to Caversham Wildlife Park. We saw lots of animals like kangaroos,
koalas and wallabies. We also got to milk a cow and feed the kangaroos. We had a really
good day!



Motor Museum (By Ricky) 
The motor museum was filled with old cars ranging from 1800’s to nowadays. The oldest
car was called “The star” and there were also some engines that you could power. At the
end of the day, everybody went into an old car, and we took a photo and went on our way
to the playground.



Book Character (By Claudia) 
At book character day we all dressed up and took some funny photos of us doing things 
according to the character we came dressed as. 

Baby spineys (By Elora) 
About three weeks ago, it was announced that one of our spiney leaf insect eggs hatched.
We were all very exited. The babies are called nymphs. Not long after the first another
hatched. Then another, and another, and another. More and more kept hatching. It came to
the point were we had around about 70 nymphs. It was getting out of hand so we froze the
remaining eggs. Quite a few have now moulted (when they shed their skin) and some are
bigger than others. We wonder if there are girls or boys, and we are excited to see how
they go.



 

English
This term, Jarrah have been studying the book The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas, where
they explored the importance of historical stories in building empathy. They learned about
the Holocaust, Auschwitz, and the persecution of the Jewish (and other minority)
communities during WWII.



Wandoo have combined their History and English studies by looking at the effects of the
Industrial Revolution – firstly with a gothic literature study, then with a play called An
Inspector Calls, wherein a police inspector interrogates a wealthy industrial family
regarding the death of a working class girl. Students discussed and argued various
opinions about the text in reflection. 

Kasey Hayman



Humanities and Social Sciences
 

Students this term have been finding out about democracy and what it means to be a 
citizen of Australia, including the rights and responsibilities of citizens. Putting theory into 
action, they carried out a mock court case acting out all the participants in a court. Was the 
defendent guilty or not guilty? The jury decided, and the judge issued the sentence. 

Suzanne Blake



 

Science
WACE and IB Biology are now studying natural selection, adaptations, and how small
mutations can cause population-level change.  WACE Biology students have just wrapped
up their study of the functioning organism heart and lung dissections, and skull
exploration.  IB Biology students have been exploring genetics including the beloved
Punnett Square, but also some statistical tests and virtual lab simulations.  Ask Taylor, she
can tell you how bunnies can take over the world in just four generations!

Jarrah science has also been exploring the impact of the 'small' on our everyday world.  In
Chemistry, students looked at particle theory, heating curves, and why the smell of farts
spread faster than their perfume or solid cake. After exploring the fundamental particles,
we picked apart mixtures - looking at how to separate soluble and insoluble materials using
distillation, chromatography, evaporation and good ol' filtration.  We found out that what
makes Himalayan Pink Salt pink is just an impurity, take a look!!  We also used our clever
friend chromatography to solve the mystery of the missing sandwich! (Hint, don't use a
soluble blank ink....or Jarrah will find you!) 

Kim Steimer





 

Art
Primary students have been working hard finishing up their Darlington Arts Festival Junior
Art submissions, which are due at the end of the upcoming term break. As the clay studio
has been in renovations this term, students have poured their creativity into acrylics,
watercolour, drawing, digital art, and sculpture. Students came up with many creative
interpretations of the theme this year of 'heroes'.





Secondary students are also in the process of making their DAF Youth Art 
submissions,which are due a few weeks into Term 4. Jarrah students studied 
Surrealism this term, inspiring many creative uses of drawing, painting, sculpture, 
and digital art. Wandoo students are exploring political art designs, developing 
concepts around gender identity and body image, climate change, economic inequality, 
impacts of war, social media and mental health, and other topical issues.  

Peter Zylstra

 

Design & Technologies
Term 3 in Design and Technologies/STEM nearly needs a Clippings page of its own! What
a huge amount of exciting things we have done this term. 

In Children’s House, we have been exploring algorithms! What would happen if we did not
wire up a circuit correctly and in the right order? How does a torch work, and will it work if
we leave something out? Students in Children’s House can now make simple circuits, and
trouble-shoot when things just don’t work! 

If you look at the noticeboard next to the STEM room, you will see some very detailed and
beautiful photographs, all taken by our Children’s House students. We have combined
Outdoor Education and Digital Technology to capture different types of data, namely: the
flora in and around Darlington.



Wattle students have been investigating digital technology in a slightly different way, and
have produced some very clever animations, in the form of stop-motion videos. They have
brought Lego and other objects to life, as well as learning the basics of film making. 

Students in Wattle have also engaged in an Outdoor Education/Digital Photography focus,
learning to find the point of interest, checking backgrounds, shooting from different
perspectives, and experimenting with different settings. We have studied symmetry in
nature, and have had fun photographing with harmony and balance.



Marri students had an entirely different focus this term. Building on the range of concepts,
skills, and processes developed in 2020, Marri have put their engineering talents to the
ultimate test, and have designed a marble run! Sounds easy? The marble run started at
the top of the school, and by the fifth week into Term 3, had its ending somewhere near the
bridge in the forest area! 

Five weeks of digging into clay, evaluation, solution and justification, and it was finished.
However, the marbles wouldn’t run. The theory of the 'inclined plane', that simple
machine, it would not work. After much thought and deliberation, it was decided friction
was the culprit, and the marble run was converted into a giant water run, complete with
locks, dams, steps and rapids. The sun has now worked some magic upon our once soft
clay, and the marble run/water run is possibly here to stay.



On to Karri. With much deliberation in week one, tossing up between 'homeless shelters',
and pop stick bridges (a resounding no!), one suggestion was mentioned during class:
“Tiny Houses”. There was no looking back. 

Starting with pen and paper, Karri students set about designing their dream Tiny House.
With accumulated skill in designing, building, and safely using a range of different materials
and tools, students built their own tiny houses from the ground up. They constructed their
own trailers, framed the floor, added flashing and insulation, and the sub floor. 

They have framed and insulated walls, and anchored them to the trailer, sheathed walls,
added windows, and framed and sheathed their roof. All we need now is to plumb the tiny
houses and find some very tiny people. I think we all agreed that this has been the most
enjoyable project, and one that will see us well into Term 4. 

Emma Moore

 

Japanese
JAPANESE IN SENIOR SECONDARY 

At Treetops, we are extremely fortunate to have continuity of our Languages program, with
students able to study Japanese from Children’s House through to Year 12 graduation. 

In Senior Secondary, students are able to choose to study Japanese as part of the IB
Diploma Programme (IBDP) or as a WACE General subject. Both pathways include
content covering a variety of themes and topics, with students further developing their skills
in writing, reading, speaking and listening. 

This term, our Year 11 students have covered topics of neighbourhood and social services,
as well as the IBDP study of environmental issues. Students are developing their
intercultural awareness through comparing and contrasting Australia and Japan. Authentic
resources are essential for this purpose. Students have particularly enjoyed reading
Japanese texts and creating their own maps and posters. 

Sharon Crossman





 

Music
What a wonderful term we've had in Music! All term our students have been singing,
drumming, rehearsing in band, and dancing their way toward our annual Performing Arts
Night. 

The culmination of many weeks of rehearsal was a fabulous evening of fun, bravery, and
showing how our skills in performing arts are growing. 

In class Music, we continued learning about instrumental families; this term it was the
brass family. We also continued to increase our aural, theoretical, and practical skills.

Performing Arts Night was such a fantastic evening of our students demonstrating
resilience, courage and heart! It was obvious that they were enjoying themselves and they
showed that with some nurturing and lots of their own bravery, they can push through their
nerves in order do things that have a positive outcome in their own and others' lives. 

In Term 4, we look forward to performances at Darlington Arts Festival and Semester 2
Recital Morning for our private instrumental and voice students. 

I have been so encouraged by our students and their willingness to have a go at new
things this term, and I hope that everyone has a safe and fun holiday break.

Mary Pollard





This term, throughout the school (from Pre-Primary to Year 10) we have been focusing on
how sport gives us the skills we can take into other areas of life. 

Sport has taught us tenacity. The ability to fail, but to learn from the setback and then
move on. We have learned that failure is not the end result, but the beginning of the
learning experience. 

Sport has taught us teamwork. We can now organise teams, follow instructions, and are
beginning to develop our communication skills. Students have been working on the skills to
value team performance over individual performance. 

Conflict management and respect for others in a pressure situation. In our future lives,
confrontation and disagreement are to be expected. It is how we learn to deal with these
situations that is important. This leads us on to the next skill - resourcefulness. Looking for
solutions to problems, and figuring things out for ourselves before looking for outside help. 

We are developing discipline and mental endurance. Working hard to learn a 'not-so-easy
task' helps us develop the skills needed to endure the tougher times ahead. This goes
hand in hand with resilience - the ability to take in and use feedback positively. Adjusting,
developing new ways of doing things. Not giving up! 

Treetops students have developed their own leadership style roles during Physical
Education this term. From our new sports shed monitors, to students leading by example,
students showing intrinsic dedication and drive in a particular sport (this has a flow-on
effect), and through developing particular in-sport skills like delegation, negotiation, and
communication. We are developing leaders who listen to those around them, and who
show respect for the ideas of others. 

The final skill, and the one that is encouraged the most at Treetops, the courage to take
risks! To step out of your comfort zone, and to realise your full potential.

Emma Moore

Physical Education
 



Celebrating Peace
 

Thank you to all of the parents that came along last Sunday afternoon with their children to 
sing in the Darlington Peace Festival.  We had a fantastic attendance, the children sang 
beautifully and it was lovely to see them joyfully taking part in circle dancing, songs, tug-of-
love and tree planting.  Thank you to Mary for fitting this into a very busy musical two 
weeks!!  Thank you also to Sharon for giving up lunchtimes to enable students to sit in the 
Japanese room making the cranes that were displayed and very well explained to the 
audience by Josh in Year 5.  Altogether, the Treetops community made an outstanding 
contribution to this Darlington event.  We look forward to seeing the official photos, some of 
which were taken from the rooftop!  A reminder that the Darlington Kids Care booklet is 
available for just $10 a copy. 

Jayne Simpson



Paper cranes are linked to peace through the story of Sadako in Japan. Sadako was 2 
years old when the atomic bomb was dropped in Japan.  She became ill many years 
later from the affects of the bomb.  Sadako started to fold paper cranes.  An old story tells 
that folding a thousand paper cranes will make a sick person well again. Sadly she 
died before she had folded a thousand cranes, but her classmates finished 
folding them for her.  Today there is a statu to Sadako, holding a crane in her 
outstretched hands.  People come every year and bring folded cranes to lay on the 
statue.  There is a message on the statue:  “This is our cry, this is our prayer, peace 
in the World”.









https://treetops.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8229af4e60f808414f9a3db68&id=bc8dff7c6f&e=1c63bb333a
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