UPCOMING DATES
Monday 29th November
Orientation/Transition Day
Wed 1st - Fri 3rd December
Years 3-11 Camps
Monday 6th December
Playgroup Party
Tuesday 7th December
Children's House Nativity Concert
Gingerbread House Making Event
Thursday 9th December
Last Day of Term 4
Morning Tea for parents from 8.30am
End of Year Celebration and Year 12
Graduation 9am
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From the Principal
Dear Treetops Community,
Our Wonderful Volunteers

If you had the opportunity to attend the Darlington Arts Festival, then you probably also
noticed our school tent. Each year we operate a stall at the DAF, selling lemonade and
child-size portioned food items. We also provide a place for primary-aged children to hangout with some simple hands-on activities for them to engage with.
A great deal of work goes into the planning and running of this event, and I would like to
thank everyone who volunteered their time and material support. Specifically, thank you
for:
Providing and juicing lemons
Cooking biscuits / cookies for sale
Staffing our stall over the weekend
Helping with setting up and packing down

Stuart Harris

Playgroup
It's been a lovely and enjoyable year back in Playgroup!
We have been learning all about ourselves, farm animals, insects, and comparing old and
new nursery rhymes.

Our definite highlights were our excursion to the Cuddly Animal Farm, our nature walk, our
treasure hunt, and of course, our rockin' party we are looking forward to in the last week of
term!
I have really enjoyed watching the development, confidence, and learning journey of each
precious child. It's been a privilege to share this time with your families.
Giselle Thornton

Wattle
Last week, Wattle students were very excited to set out on their excursion to Peninsula
Farm. All students and adults who attended dressed like pioneer people. Upon arrival at
Peninsula Farm, they were met by Diana. Diana told us that a peninsula is actually a name
a for a half island. Diana also explained that the Noongar people were the people here
first. The Noongar people came to the peninsula for the fresh water and the abundant food
supplies such as turtles, fish, kangaroo, dolphins, and emus.

Captain Stirling set out from the UK in a small boat to look for somewhere else for people
to live. Britain was very crowded. The length of the verandah at Peninsula Farm is
about

the same length as the boat that Captain Stirling sailed. When Captain Stirling found the
Swan River, he decided it was a good place for European people to settle. He called it, The
Swan River Colony.

Joseph Hardey followed shortly after and bought the land at Peninsula Farm. He and his
wife Ann had five daughters and then finally one son. Joseph Hardey built two houses of
sticks and mud, both of which were washed away in floods, before he built the present
farmhouse in a slightly different/higher position. Many other buildings were also built but
have been removed due to recent developments. (Alan Bond was mentioned……)

Students enjoyed a tour through the farmhouse. They learned that when the house was
first built there were no lights. There were fireplaces in all the rooms, but only the fire in the
kitchen burned all year round. They learned that first candles were made out of animal fat.
Animal fat spits out, which is why the portable candle holders had a little bowl to distance
the carrier of the candle from the spitting fat.

Students learned that there were no inside toilets, there was a chamber pot
instead. Initially there was no glass in the windows, only shutters. This meant that all the
beds had curtains around them to protect the sleeping people from the insects.
Students learned that in the past, tea was more expensive than gold. Tea originated
in China. The British sent people to try and steal some tea plants, then planted their own
tea plantations in their colonies, such as India.

Joseph Hardey designed a fridge many years before the Coolgardie Fridge was
invented. In Joseph's cellar, he built a ‘sink’ the whole way around the room. This ‘sink’
would be filled with water, hessian was also hanging up and wet. The water would then
evaporate and cool the room as a fridge.

Students were given the opportunity to hold some objects from the past, think about what
they may have been used for, then, share their ideas before learning the truth.
Everyone made a pen doll to play with.

In the afternoon the students all engaged in old fashioned games. Hopscotch,
knucklebones, throw the horseshoe, quoits, skipping, and an egg and spoon race were all
enjoyed.
An amazing day of learning was enjoyed by everyone, adults included!
Natalie Boyd-Ratcliff

Karri
There was great excitement in Karri last week when we found out that Treetops was one of
the 15 schools across Australia to be selected to win a Smiling Mind Space.
Congratulations to Josh and Elora who wrote the competition entry back in Term 2. As part
of the prize pack, we will receive; Dulux paint and a consultation with the Dulux Colour
team, $1000 for accessories and furnishings, Smiling Minds posters and a Dulux dog…
toy. Over the summer, the classroom will have a bit of a make-over to create an
environment that helps nurture wellbeing and awareness. With practice, mindfulness

sessions help students better regulate their emotions, connect with others and pay
attention more consistently.

In Term 4 Science, we have been exploring chemistry. The students have experimented
with melting, evaporating, dissolving, reacting, and burning. One of our tastier experiments
was creating a sherbet mixture. We studied the mixture under the Digital Microscope and
observed how each ingredient can be clearly identified and if required, could be separated
back into the original ingredients, thus, making it a mixture. We also watched it fizz when a
small amount of water was added. This is due to a reaction between an acid (citric acid)
and a base (bicarbonate soda). When you eat sherbet, these two substances dissolve in
saliva which cause them to react, bump off each other, and create bubbles of carbon
dioxide gas. Yum!

The Karri class enjoyed planting our Makuru Garden for the Six Seasons Garden project
across the school. The Makuru season (June-July) is represented by the colour dark blue
as it symbolises rain and cold.

In Health this term, students have been learning about the benefits of physical activity and
the importance of having an active lifestyle. In groups, they carried out an investigation into
how heart rate changes during exercise. This involved lots of running, squats, and plank
holds. After a few attempts, the students also learnt how to accurately measure and record
their own pulse.

Thursday the 4th of November was Outdoor Class Day. As is now tradition, the Karri class
enjoyed spending some time tree-climbing and reading.
Katie Simpson

Montessori Schools Formal
Last Thursday, Treetops took part in the annual combined Montessori formal at the East
Fremantle Yacht Club from 6pm - 11pm. Nine students and their guests were treated to a
buffet dinner, including a particularly delicious desert and a night of dancing. Of course this
included dance classics like YMCA and the Nutbush. Some of our students even arrived by
limo, certainly marking the night as a special occasion. Plenty of photos were taken and
hopefully memories to last a lifetime. This year it was especially nice to see students from
other schools that they recognised from previous years.

Humanities and Social Sciences
For HaSS this term, Wandoo went to Cottesloe for a Geography Field Trip. We got into
groups to gather data on coastal change - like running pH tests on the water, comparing
sand grains under a microscope, measuring the wind and waves and longshore drift, and
investigating the measures taken by those in Cottesloe Coastcare to manage coastal
erosion. It was a great day out!
Kasey Hayman

Music
Every year the Darlington Arts Festival is a performance opportunity for Music and Visual
Arts at Treetops.
This year, our Music students performed a variety of items including Taiko drumming and
contemporary drumming, as well as vocal and guitar solos.
Our students are always well received by the Darlington local audience, as well as other
performers, and this year was no exception to this with comments from the audience that
included how much the positive energy of the drumming draws people in, and that each
year the Treetops students' performances are looked forward to.
It was a wonderful weekend for The Arts and our students represented our school very
well.
Mary Pollard

Technologies
Design and Technologies for Term 4 has a new home. Thank you for all the hard work put
in by Helen, Kerry, Pete, Andrew, and Hendrik. The new room is stunning.
Karri students are still working on their tiny houses - some are nearing the cladding stage,
while many students are sneaking a quick deviation into making miniature furniture.

Marri students have been running a combined Outdoor Education/STEM program this
term. They have finished their prototype bush shelters, and will soon have finished their
grand finale bush shelter.

Wattle have been busy learning how to use hot glue guns, and making some very fine
triangles to use in their truss bridges. Students have become apprentice bricklayers, as we
discover how walls are built, and what it is that stops them from falling over!

Children’s House students have been using their skills discovered through digital
technology to produce their own orientation game. Everyone is getting very clever at
following 'secret' directions made by their classmates!
Emma Moore

Spectrum Space have just announced the Telethon Holiday Makers Program for January
2022!
Running in Fremantle, Rockingham and Marangaroo, the program is for 10 – 18 year-olds
on the autism spectrum and provides a fun and relaxed environment to hang out and
engage in a range of different activities each school holidays. Some of the activities that we
have planned for January include a trip to Cockburn Arc, Perth Zoo, Fremantle Pool, Perth
Mint and the Art Gallery of WA plus rollerblading, rocket making, trampolining, rock
climbing and much more. To view the whole program, head here.

The places are allocated on a first come first served basis, and we would love to welcome
some of the students at your school to the Program and have attached a flyer for
distribution to your parent community.
Details:
Fremantle
Days: Monday – Friday, 10 January – 28 January 2022
Venue: Spectrum Space, Fremantle Hospital
Rockingham
Days: Wednesday 12 & 19 January 2022
Venue: Rockingham Senior High School
Marangaroo
Days: Wednesday 12 & 19 January 2022
Venue: Hepburn Centre, Marangaroo
Enrolment: All participants must be enrolled before attending the Program. To enrol,
please fill in the expression of interest form here or call us on 9431 2111.
For more information about our services, please contact us via email, phone on 9431 2111
or visit our website here.

