UPCOMING DATES

Sat 6th & Sun 7th November
Darlington Arts Festival
Treetops Music Performance
(Sunday 12.40pm)
Thursday 11th November
Remembrance Day
Children's House AQWA Excursion
Wednesday 17th November
Wattle Excursion to Peninsula Farm
Thursday 18th November
Years 10-12 Montessori Schools
Formal
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From the Principal
Dear Treetops Community,
Last Friday, Australia celebrated World Teachers’ Day.

Celebrating World Teachers' Day was established by the United Nations in 1994 and is
celebrated internationally on October 5. In Australia, it is celebrated on the last Friday in
October. This year's U.N. theme is ‘Teachers at the heart of education recovery’, a
reflection on the critical role teachers play globally as the world attempts to bounce back
from COVID-19 associated restrictions.
At Treetops, we are blessed to have a very dedicated and deeply caring teaching team.
This was reflected in this year’s student survey when we asked students to list three things
that made them feel happy at Treetops. They identified that their teachers were
understanding and kind, easy to talk to, had good control over their classes, and how nice
the teachers are. Many students simply answered the question by stating the name of
teachers and educational aides.
When I am doing school tours with prospective parents, people frequently comment upon
our staff, their friendliness, and clear engagement. Each member of ‘Team Treetops’ is an
‘essential worker’ who works collaboratively to achieve the highest level of care for our
students. There would not be many schools that a Principal can genuinely claim staff to be
reason for enrolling as I do and with great confidence.
Stuart Harris

The Darlington Arts Festival is on this weekend! Treetops will have a stall located between
the main stage and the food stall arc, where we will be selling homemade lemonade and
baked goods, as well as have an area with activities for children and for parents to sit and
have a rest.
On Sunday at 12.40pm, some of our students will be performing on the main stage please come and support them! We also have student artwork entered in to the Junior and
Youth Art Exhibitions, check these out over the weekend.

Children's House
Maria Montessori once said; “Play is a child’s work”. This might sound familiar to you if
you have a child in Children’s House. They might come home and tell you they did ‘hard
work’ during work-cycle! The work they are talking about is structured play. Children
require both structured play and unstructured play. This is important to child development
as:
•
•
•
•
•
•

play builds imagination and creativity
play fosters cognitive growth
play delivers emotional and behavioural benefits
play improves language and literacy
play encourages greater independence
play promotes physical fitness and mental wellbeing

You may ask, how is Montessori play-based learning?
In Children’s House our programs are child-directed, emphasising active, self-paced,
individualised learning. The children take part in a wide range of play-based activities,
including pretend play. Maria Montessori observed that children enjoyed play based in
reality, and were happier when invited to play with real materials that produced real results.

What are the benefits of Montessori equipment?
Montessori equipment fosters independence and self-direction through the thoughtful
design of each toy/activity, the layout of the play space, and the way the adults interact with
the children. When children are given independence, they develop self-confidence and
resilience. Learning through play, appears to be a simple notion, but has profound
meaning. Play is integral to the development of intelligence in children. Piaget’s Theory of
Play, argues that, as the child matures, their environment and play should encourage
further cognitive and language development.
George Bernard Shaw once said; “We don’t stop playing because we grow old… we grow
old because we stop playing.” Food for thought!
Anene Lamb

Marri
Marri has been busy working on our 1-metre-long drawbridges, for which the students
have been enthusiastically building their own creative design. We will be investigating
kinetic energy once the weather warms up, through the use of balloons filled with water
and a slow-motion camera - the class is excited to give it a go.
Marri ventured to the WA Museum today to explore the new exhibits and the Ancient Greek
exhibit. The class' Minecraft society has been a successful way of allowing students to
learn about civics and the roles we all play in our communities. Students have also been

running a model UN and have been keen to research their given countries. They have
worked well together forming alliances and creative solutions to world problems.

Students created storyboards whilst watching the Mulan movie, and from our storyboards
we changed one key scene in the movie, and then carried on with the story to create an
entirely different story. It showed us how a small change can cause significantly larger
changes further down.
Hylton Hayes

English
This term, Jarrah have been studying extracts from the autobiographies of various
inspirational people – Cathy Freeman, Li Cunxin, Anne Frank, Malala Yousafzai, and many
more. Some students have teamed up to conduct further research and record ‘interviews’
for their assessment!

So far this term, Wandoo have been studying the classic text Animal Farm, which is rich in
historical context. Students wrote propaganda speeches from the perspective of a wellknown character, and some presented these to the class.

Some of our Year 11 students have been studying the detective fiction genre, exploring
how it has evolved over the 20th Century across a range of media (including books, film,
graphic novels and television). These students are writing a dramatic monologue as a
detective for their creative task.
In IB, we’ve been preparing for the Mock Exams by analysing texts in detail – even visual
texts!
Kasey Hayman

Science
Life and science can be a real struggle sometimes! Luckily, we are learning about forces
and how to get the most work done for the smallest effort. Jarrah students are making
paper helicopters that spin and fly through the sky, and boats that stay buoyant against the
odds, all while sneaking in learning about physics and simple machines.

Year 11 Biology students are busy looking at adaptations, collecting samples in nearby
creeks and fields. We even channelled our inner avian to compete for resources (Skittles)
using different beak sizes and shapes. Let’s just say sometimes it's not the size of the bird
in the fight but the size of the fight in the bird!
Kim Steimer

Art
Once again, Treetops’ students have produced an amazing and diverse selection of
artworks for the Darlington Arts Festival. Primary students entered a work in the Junior Art
Exhibition based on the theme of ‘Heroes’.
Most Secondary students also chose to participate in the Youth Art Exhibition, featuring
works exploring political and social themes to surrealism, horror and pop culture
references. Students worked in a variety of materials and processes, including painting,
drawing, digital art, collage, woodworking, sculpture, and conceptual art.
Ensure you plan plenty of time to visit both the Junior and Youth exhibitions over the
festival weekend.
Peter Zylstra

Japanese
Senior Secondary Japanese students are studying hard, with final assessments for Year 11
WACE and end of Year 1 examinations for IBDP. Students are showing dedication and
perseverance in their approach to assessments, which include speaking, reading and
writing tasks.
Wandoo students have been researching Japanese mythological creatures, while Jarrah
students are learning about festivals. Both themes give opportunities not only for language
learning, but also intercultural awareness. The assessment requirements of students in
Years 7-10 prepare them well for the rigour of Senior Secondary.

Karri students have been studying the theme of neighbourhood and locations. They are
now busy producing a video tour of the school entirely in Japanese. Keep an eye out for
the finished product soon!
Marri and Wattle students have been studying biology in Japanese. Marri students created
a collage and labelled the parts of a plant in hiragana. Wattle students have moved on to
reading a book about the environment, reading various high-frequency kanji such as 山and
川. Students can explain that kanji is one of the three scripts in Japanese, and differs from
hiragana and katakana in that each symbol represents a meaning, rather than just a
sound.

Children's House students have been practising their manners in Japanese. Students ask
for items using full sentences, then respond using culturally appropriate set phrases. Role
playing shopping is a great way to practice!

JAPANESE FILM FESTIVAL
In previous years, Secondary students have participated in an excursion to the Japanese
Film Festival. Unfortunately, due to COVID restrictions in the Sydney head office of the
Japan Foundation, school screenings will not be held again this year. However, individual
films will be screened at Palace Raine Square from 4-7 November. For more information,
see the following link
https://japanesefilmfestival.net/films-schedule/?city=perth
Sharon Crossman

Physical Education
Sport at Treetops has certainly hit new heights this semester. Secondary students have
had a go at cardio-tennis, AFL, baseball, and mountain biking. Meanwhile, Primary
students have been learning the skills of basketball, T-ball, and golf. Not to mention the
emergence of Outdoor Education. I think the photos speak for themselves!
Emma Moore

NoiseBin Is On!
A group of ten young designers and makers met this week at Treetops to investigate
the NoiseBin Project and got working on the sculpture and the software.
They raised many important questions about how the NoiseBin should work and how they
can help build it. It's clear we have some thoughtful team members who care about their
community and the local environment.
The Art & Design workshops were buzzing with model making and some early steps in
writing Python language programs - work would have gone on much longer if parents
hadn't come to collect our team!
Lauren from Shire of Mundaring sat in with us this week to see how the project is working,
and was impressed to see our smart and energetic team working on a community problem.

Coding with the e-Team
The e-Team members' aim is to set up a Python program named Thonny at home, and
write a tiny test program. Even one line of code will do!
We have written more guidance for the e-Team on our working Wiki, to help you get
started.
Anyone can try this - your family members and friends can follow along on their own laptop
or computer and learn some of the magic of writing you own programs!
The e-Team will be communicating frequently, and doing some software coding between
each workshop to make continuous progress on the NoiseBin controlling software. We will
use some kind of messaging and sharing application, just like professional software
developers who collaborate continuously to build commercial programs.
Let us know if you have used an app for this - and any tips about how to make it work
really well!.
See you all next Wednesday!

Peter Zylstra

