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From the Principal

Dear Treetops Community,
Thank you for making this year such a success. Thank you also to all the parents who
braved the heat to attend our end of year Shukkai. The whole school song at the end was
such a Treetops thing to do and is a good reminder that our Primary and Secondary
students are in fact one school.
Our first ever gingerbread house making afternoon, last Tuesday, was also a big success. I
want to acknowledge Helen Underwood, our Facilities and HR manager, for her leadership
of this event.

Thank you to everyone that volunteered their time this year, including attending our events
and excursions.
Operating a school is a very complex business and our Board of Directors volunteer
significant amounts of their time and efforts, in addition to their already very busy lives.
Thank you to our Board of Directors who have tirelessly supported the school this year.
Megan Griffiths, Amy Lomas, Michael Cunneen, Kegan Cameron, Jayne Simpson and
Kerry Raak have been a huge support to the school and to me.
I would like to draw your attention to one member of our community who has given and
continues to give so much of her life to Treetops.
Jayne Simpson was initially introduced to Treetops a parent and quickly also became a
volunteer. From 2005 she has also been a staff member in her capacity as a teacher,
interim principal, and a key member of our management team. Jayne has also been a
member of our Board of Directors since December 2013.

In addition to serving on the Board Jayne gives significant portions of her weekends
representing Treetops in the local community. After eight years of service, Jayne is taking a
break from her work on the Board and I would like to thank her on behalf of the Treetops’
community for all her efforts over the years.
Jayne continues to be a member of the Treetops’ management team and is our
Enrichment Coordinator. I am very confident that Jayne will continue to volunteer her time
in representing Treetops in the Darlington community.
I hope you all have a lovely Christmas and take a break where possible.
Stuart Harris

Children's House
You may wonder why, at such a busy time of year, we aim to deliver a performance in
Children’s House? The short answer is; to gain confidence and learn to work as a team.
While sports certainly teach children the importance of teamwork, you are always
competing against someone to a certain extent. Performing in a show teaches children
what it means to work as a team without competing against anyone else. If your child’s
fellow cast member delivers their lines perfectly, the show becomes stronger and ultimately
everyone succeeds. The whole cast works together to put something out into the world,
and because they’re all working toward a common goal, everyone is learning to hope for
the success of each other—and to lift one another up.
The ability to feel confident and be comfortable speaking out in a group is not easy for
many, especially those who may be a little shy. Performances teach children how to be
assertive, how to be confident, and how to really put themselves out there when they are in
a group setting. Learning to feel comfortable delivering lines, moving around the stage, and
maybe making a silly face in front of others teaches children to be comfortable in their skin
and to embrace situations that draw attention to them. This can translate to confidence in
so many aspects in life down the line, including participating more in school, having the
ability to speak up when a social situation makes your child feel uncomfortable, and even
being a strong and collaborative employee.
At a young age, it can be difficult for children to fully understand what it means to be
empathetic. Playing a different ‘character’ teaches children how to connect with others
from a young age and how to consider viewpoints that aren’t their own—positively
impacting their emotional development. Your child will learn a lot about themselves when
playing new characters and exploring different emotions that maybe they have not felt yet.
This can also help your child find the words and tools to face new and challenging
emotions, as well as how to name those emotions and healthily express them.
Anene Lamb

Wattle
And that’s a wrap for 2021! Thank you to all the Wattle families. Thank you to everyone
who brought in flowers, thank you to everyone who organised a ‘Parent Activity’, thank you
to everyone who organised ‘Special Lunch’, thank you to everyone who did the laundry,
thank you to everyone who came and helped on excursions, thank you to everyone who
came and shared their knowledge, thank you everyone for all your support! Thank you!!
Extra special thanks to Leith for being a very organised, helpful, and supportive Parent
Liaison. No request was ever too hard! Thank you, Leith.
Thank you for the gifts. I’m looking forward to visiting Zanthorrea. I love seeing the plants
brought from previous years when walking in my garden. Thank you.
Enjoy the summer holidays. Enjoy your children. They have all brought a smile and a warm
glow to our hearts, each and every day. Thank you.
Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas!
Natalie and Sandy

Marri
Congratulations to the Marri class on a wonderful year. It's been full of exciting learning
experiences and I hope the class enjoyed themselves as much as I did this year.
At the end of the year, the Marri class hosted a student versus parent 'Escape Room'. It
was full of challenges for both groups to complete. The students put up a valiant effort, but
the parents took the victory in the end. A personal highlight was watching the adults
attempt the bounce ball challenge. I know from experience how difficult it can be.
The Marri class worked incredibly hard on creating a play for Shuukai, they created a
script, props and rehearsed. Unfortunately it was a highly ambitious task and the play went
for roughly 20 minutes, so we quickly changed to the 12 Days of Christmas. We hope you
got a good laugh out of it.
Well done Marri for an amazing year. I wish the Year 4 students moving to Karri all the
best, and am looking forward to seeing the new Marri class next year.
Enjoy your holidays.
Hylton Hayes

Karri
Firstly, a huge congratulations to the Years 6s who have just finished their last few days of
Primary School! I have enjoyed teaching each of you and it has been amazing to see you
progress into such capable and confident individuals. We will all miss having you in Karri,
and we wish you the best of luck for high school and beyond.

We couldn’t have asked for better weather for our Kings Park excursion in Week 7. After
raining the day before, it cleared up and was sunny and warm enough for us to enjoy the
water games and wade in the nature playground ponds. The day was filled with exploring,
building, and climbing. The Karri students learned how to create their own plant pots out of
newspaper, assemble a make-shift tent out of a tarp and rope, and how to correctly apply a
bandage to a snake bite. It was a very enjoyable and informative day outside the
classroom.

In the last week of term, each student presented their inquiry project to the class. They all
did a fabulous job of researching their chosen topic, recording the information they
discovered, and showcasing it in a clear and engaging way. Pictured are: Elora, who
created an interactive presentation about Arakan and taught us a few of the moves, and
Mason, who put together a step-by-step tutorial on the techniques of sketching a person
which we followed as he explained each part. Well done to everyone on their projects, we
all learnt a lot from each other and I was very impressed by the standard of work that was
achieved.
Katie Simpson

Years 3 - 5 Camp
The Year 3-5 Camp to Woodman Point was a lot of fun for both staff and students. Some of
the highlights and awesome activities we got up to were:
Conquering our fear of heights on the flying fox.
Sport and fitness time with Hylton.
Testing our aim and coordination doing archery.
Navigating our way through the bush to mark off check points and avoid capture
during Search and Rescue.
A nice swim/play in the refreshing ocean, and games on the beach.
Learning dances in the dormitory hallway with Katie.
Working in teams to locate lost artefacts in the dark during the Escape from
Quarantine evening challenge.
Walks along the coast at 6am with Jayne.
Dorm inspections to see which dorms was the tidiest and most organised (including
the teachers).

Year 12 Graduation
Last Thursday, we gathered to celebrate not only our last day of the school year, but also
our Year 12 student’s last day of schooling.
This year at Treetops we have had just one Year 12 student - Miranda Swallow. Miranda
joined us when she was in Year 10 in 2019, although it seems like she has been part of
Treetops for much longer. Miranda very quickly settled in to the Treetops way of life,
perhaps due to the fact that her early schooling was also in a Montessori environment.
Miranda made friends easily here, creating bonds which still continue. In fact, some of our
past students were there to see Miranda graduate on Thursday, which is testament to the

strong friendships Miranda has forged and maintained.
Things are not always easy as a sole student in a year-group. There certainly is nowhere
to hide! Miranda is an intelligent, sensitive young adult, who respectfully considers other
opinions and delivers her thoughts with clarity and validity.
Miranda has always set extremely high standards for herself, and is her own harshest
critic. This perseverance will help you achieve well in the future Miranda, but remember to
balance it by showing yourself the same level of kindness and care as you do your friends.
Miranda has long held a personal interest in Japanese language and culture and in the
future hopes to travel to Japan, perhaps to study or work. In the meantime, she is seeking
employment in the business sector.
Miranda, congratulations on completing your schooling. We wish you all the very best for a
bright future.
Sharon Crossman

Years 6 - 11 Camp
What a great camp! The bus ride out to Fairbridge was full of excitement and a few nerves.
After a bit of morning tea and unpacking into our lovely cottages (built in 1921) we did our
first Group activity, this was either 'keep on target' - archery and orienteering OR the
Pinjarra challenge - a series of team building activities. Overall, the groups were in mixed
age levels which gave all students a chance to work with not only different people but also
show their unique talents. After a chance to relax, play a few card games, and dinner we
played Spotlight tag. Quite a few found such good spots we had to call them in a few
times.
Thursday was a bit warmer for our busy day of high ropes and biking. High ropes
employed teamwork and personal challenge, getting up in the air and guiding each other
through each obstacle. The biking was a mix of games, races, and then a small trek to the
farm school cemetery. We ended the night with a few board games in the senior house and
a bit of volleyball and charades for the juniors.
Our last day, after another yummy cooked breakfast, we had our last rotation of the
activities. I’m sure we will all remember the beautiful peacocks, their loud calls, and the
not so enjoyed ever present flies. I think the delicious deserts were a group favourite!

Thanks everyone it was a great time!
Kim Steimer

Humanities and Social Sciences
In HaSS we had an archaeological choc chip excavation. We dug chocolate chips from
cookies using toothpicks and forks to replicate archaeologists digging for artefacts. We
found the challenge more difficult and tedious than expected, just like a real archaeologist
during a dig. It was fun!
By Lily and Grace
Suzanne Blake

Art
To finish an amazing year in Art, Marri and Karri students experimented with coil
techniques in clay, enjoying the brilliant new Clay Studio and D&T space.

Jarrah students ended the year designing and building games to teach younger students
the Elements and Principles of Art and Design. The students chose to use a variety of
techniques, including Scratch, Pyrography, Woodworking, 3D pens, Minecraft, and plenty
of Posca paint pens and recycled cardboard. Karri students kindly offered their time to beta
test the games, giving useful feedback.

Wandoo students created independent project proposals, exploring new materials and
techniques they were keen to try.
Peter Zylstra

Japanese
Looking back on 2021, it seems so long ago that we were watching the Olympics in Tokyo.
What a fantastic opportunity it was for our Year 5-10 students to video call with peers in
Hokkaido Japan through the Tomodachi Connect program.
In Term 4, Children’s House were eager as always, learning new songs and phrases they
can use in their classroom every day. Wattle focused on botany, and Marri conducted a
science experiment in Japanese. Karri have completed an amazing video introducing the
school - keep an eye out for it soon. Jarrah students increased their inter-cultural
awareness through the study of festivals and celebrations, while Wandoo class researched
Japanese mythological creatures.
Exciting news! Next year, Japanese lessons will increase to twice-weekly for students in
Marri and Karri. As of 2022, the WA Curriculum: Languages will include Year 7, and this
increase in timetabled lessons shows a strong commitment from Treetops to supporting
and sustaining a top-class Languages program. Now just for the borders to open so we
can resume our Japan trip for Secondary students!
Best wishes for a safe and happy holiday season.
Sharon Crossman

STEM
Wattle students were involved in a STEM activity for D&T. They designed and constructed
a swimming pool that had to hold water. Great fun was had taking their prototypes back
into the 'lab' to work on those pesky little leaks that appeared just when we thought we had
reinforced the pools enough!
Emma Moore

STEM

