UPCOMING DATES
28th February - 1st March
IB Registration Visit
Monday 7th March
Public Holiday (school closed)

Tuesday 15th - Monday 21st March
Harmony Week
Monday 21st March
Wattle Excursion to Perth Zoo
Thursday 7th April
Children's House Wildlife Incursion
Friday 8th April
Last Day of Term 1
Years 7 & 10 Immunisations
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From the Principal
Dear Treetops Community,
We have had a very peaceful and positive start to the year which has been most welcome.

Our holiday planning to manage COVID-19 has created a strong foundation for the school
to operate from, and we are as prepared as we can be for the likely interruptions to
learning this year. Thank you for working with us as we adapt to this rather fluid
environment.
Over the break we completed several large maintenance jobs across the school:
In Secondary, we replaced the carpet to our largest learning areas and renovated what
was the computer alley, creating more space. We also have done some work beautifying
the courtyard.

In Children’s House, we replaced the carpet in the office area, removed the redundant
evaporative coolers, created new shelving, and painted throughout.
In Wattle, we created new shelving for shoes, lighting for the deck area, and renovated the
toilets.
The undercover area has been repainted with a coat of non-slip paint.
We have also done significant work renovating the pathway between administration and
Secondary. The grounds throughout the school have been beautifully maintained by our
grounds person, Pete.
Stuart Harris
School Principal

Children's House
The first few weeks of school we have looked at Grace and Courtesy as part of our
Montessori Curriculum. We have learnt how to politely decline playing with others, and
conflict resolution strategies. Collaborative play is vital in our ever-changing world and one
aspect that technology will never be able to replace. This type of play teaches important
social skills that help children grow during everyday play. In collaborative play, children
learn to solve problems by working together to reach a common goal and will ultimately
develop the skills children need to advance their emotional, social, physical, and cognitive
abilities. This is the reason play is so valued in Early Childhood.

The first few weeks of the school year can be tough on our younger children as they

separate from their carers for the first time. Our new children are fitting in very well and the
older children have been such a help in getting them settled!
The skills children learn as part of the Grace and Courtesy lesson program are just as
important as Maths, Music and Language. This is because lessons on Grace and Courtesy
provide children with explicit instructions on how to interpret and react to different social
situations and behaviours. The focus for this age group is based on providing students with
the vocabulary, actions, and steps that they need to develop their interpersonal skills and
respond to their environment.
We are learning how to sit during story time, wait patiently for help, and to tidy away and/or
wash our dishes after our activities. We have learnt how to roll up our work mats, carry
Montessori equipment correctly, enter the classroom peacefully, and always being kind to
our friends.

Montessori classrooms can seem a little unusual to newcomers at first. Trays of objects,
jugs of water, and dressing frames are not standard equipment for most classrooms.
Perhaps the oddest thing may be the fact that we have only one of each activity! This is
done so with purpose. The experience of waiting your turn teaches patience and respect.
Not having a teacher instantly available (for non-emergencies) teaches problem solving
and collaboration. Our students gently place their hand on the teacher’s shoulder to wait
for attention.

The younger children learn routines, skills, and habits from the older children. The older
children in turn learn responsibility when they help a younger child. These experiences
teach children how to live peacefully in a community, better than any verbal direct
instructional lesson would.
"The education of even a small child, therefore, does not aim at preparing him for school,
but for life." – Maria Montessori.
As usual with Montessori, the disparities start to make sense after a while. This is the
Treetops difference!
So how you can help support your children at home?
Explore ways to teach patience and through similar limits at home.
Model patience and respect.
Provide opportunities to interact with children of different ages.
Encourage children to come up with their own solutions.

Anene Lamb
Children's House Teacher

Welcome!
The first few weeks of any school year are inevitably filled with equal amounts of
excitement and nervous energy. We settled into our class routines and got familiar with
the new dynamics in each cohort. There are also quite a few new faces to the Treetops
community, however, all students are finding their own way and systems to make the most
of the school day.
In our Pastoral Care sessions, all classes had discussions on the Treetops Student Code
of Conduct and how we all need to work together to make the best of the time and
opportunities we have at school. We talked about how school is meant to prepare us to be
future citizens, community members, and workers. We were guided by the idea that with
certain rights come responsibility to maintain and protect that community. It was nice to
see the ownership of this responsibility and how it changed from Year 7 through to Year
12.
With this in mind, students then either wrote letters to their future selves, or mapped out
their later years in order to visualise themselves as those future citizens. We will then use
this as a basis of goal setting for this year.
Thank you to all the parents that joined me on Secondary Engagement Night, it was nice to
virtually meet you all and I look forward to speaking with all families on Parent/Teacher
Interview Night upcoming soon.
Kim Steimer
Secondary Coordinator

Jarrah
Written by Grace, Rhian, and Juliette
This term in Jarrah, we are doing some interesting things. For example, in Physical
Education we are playing volleyball and handball. Most students prefer handball to
volleyball, but both are popular amongst us students, and we personally have enjoyed
doing sport so far in this term.

In Art, we are creating Stop Motion videos. There are three main medias: Claymation,
paper, and digital.
In Science, we were taught how to write instructions by writing step by step on how to
brush your teeth. Some of us decided to actually brush our teeth.

Japanese
Japanese has been offered at Treetops for nine years and our program is moving from
strength to strength. We are in the enviable position of being able to guarantee continuity
of language learning for students from Early Childhood through to Secondary. This ensures
students are building on prior knowledge throughout their language learning journey.
This year at Treetops, we have increased our Japanese time allocation in Marri and Karri
to twice weekly. This is to reflect the increasing demands of the new Western Australian
Curriculum and will ensure students are given access to all aspects of the curriculum.
New students at Treetops who have no prior knowledge of Japanese are given support on

a modified curriculum. Just as with other learning areas, at Treetops we adapt the learning
to suit the individual student in a safe and inclusive environment.
In terms of languages teaching, my philosophy is not that successful students must be
fluent in Japanese. Instead, I encourage students to see the world through another lens.
By observing another culture and language, and considering how others may view theirs,
my hope is that students build intercultural awareness to become respectful global citizens.
Whilst the pandemic has led to a temporary pause on our Secondary tour to Japan, we are
hoping to this year again have interaction with Japanese students via video and penpal exchanges. Watch this space for more information!

Sharon Crossman
Japanese Teacher

Click here to view the JFF website

Physical Education and Health
The year has just begun, but already we have exciting news to report in Physical
Education and Health.
Through a Sporting Schools grant, we have started the accumulation of a store of bicycles
and helmets for our students. The Pre-Primary and Year 1-2 students will initially benefit
from the program, but hopefully in the future all year groups will be mobile!
This week, Children’s House officially fitted their helmets, and learned the ABC's of cycling
- check the air in your tyres, see that your brakes work, and check and maintain your
chain! They finished the day by seeing what is actually inside a bike tyre, and learning to
use a pump.

Other year groups at Treetops are involved in handball, and either lacrosse or volleyball.
Many students had never seen the real game of handball, and a small, friendly rivalry has
emerged through the game.
Did you know? Forms of handball teams have been played for thousands of years in
various parts of the world from Ancient Egypt to Ancient Greece, where it was mentioned
in Homer's Odyssey, under the name of 'Urania'. The Roman Empire was also fond of
handball, and their form of the game was called 'Harpaston'. It is believed that many
modern sports, including modern handball, tennis, lacrosse, volleyball and basketball, all
owe their origins in some part to ancient handball.
Handball is a great way to introduce students to team sports, to learn the rules of getting
into position on a court, of passing to a team mate, and of course how to handle situations
of winning and losing, in both instances graciously and gracefully.
Emma Moore
Physical Education Teacher

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1/?ik=68ae365548&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1725087007918981659%7Cmsg-f%3A1725087…
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