UPCOMING DATES

Monday 21st March
Wattle Excursion to Perth Zoo
Harmony Day Celebration
Thursday 31st March
Karri Minibeasts Incursion
Thursday 7th April
Children's House Wildlife Incursion
Friday 8th April
Last Day of Term 1
Years 7 & 10 Immunisations
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Harmony Day
Treetops supports Harmony Week - wear orange on Monday 21st March 2022
At Treetops, our students are guided by Montessori and International Baccalaureate
principles which encourage them to develop compassion for others in order to
become successful global citizens.

Monday 21 March is Harmony Day, which coincides with the UN International Day for
the Elimination fo Racial Discrimination. Students will be engaging in an activity in
their classroom during the week. We also encourage our school community to wear
orange, the official colour for Harmony Day.
Wattle are going on an excursion this day and will need to wear their Treetops Tshirts, but students can still wear another orange item this day, or on another day
during Harmony Week.
If you would like more information on Harmony Week activities, please see the official
website https://www.harmony.gov.au/

Tuart
Written by Taylor
These past few weeks, the Year 12 students have jumped straight back into learning and
working towards graduating this coming year. The Year 11 students have been learning the
ropes of the classroom and figuring out the way of life with the new work load and
curriculum. In Years 11 and 12, everyone has their own individual timetables, which gives
us opportunities to explore our own strengths and interests. As a class we have one
shared lesson a week which is called Pastoral Care
In our Pastoral Care lessons we have been learning about better ways to manage and
organise our time wisely so that we can manage school and work life to the best of our
abilities. This has provided useful for the Year 11 students as they learned the best
techniques and habits to set up for their next two years of schooling. In this session, the
Year 12 students reflected about their already established habits and ways to improve
them for more efficient time management skills.

Sculpture by the Sea Excursion
Last week, Visual Art students in Wandoo and Tuart attended a sculpture excursion at
Sculpture by the Sea and Elizabeth Quay. Wandoo students explored new ideas for their
class project of creating a Sculpture by the Sea proposal with various designs and
maquettes. Students expanded their Visual Arts influences, considering different materials
and concepts, which was enhanced by a Tour providing additional insights into the
artworks. Students compared and contrasted the different locations and examined the
intentions of the artists at both the beach and CBD. Some students also enjoyed the
interactive qualities of the Elizabeth Quay water park on a fairly hot afternoon.
Peter Zylstra
Art Teacher

Karri
It has been great to get back into the swing of things here in Karri. In science this term, we
are focussing on biology. So far the students have been experimenting with the yeast
micro-organism. These pictures are of students investigating what happens when yeast is
mixed with other substances, including sugar and water. There are also some pictures of
students participating in one of our tastiest experiments so far! This involved students
observing, tasting, and recording information about different types of bread (some with
yeast and some without). We will continue to explore the bread-making process and
students will also get the chance to make their own damper. Our next topic in biology is
plant growth and how factors such as salinity can impact the rate of growth. We will be
growing lettuce seedlings and watering them with different concentrations of salt to
investigate its effect on plant growth.

In English lessons, the Karri students have been really enjoying our dive into Reader’s
Theatre. Over the first few weeks, they read, rehearsed, and performed ‘The Big Bad Wolf
Wants a Change' by Sandie Eldridge. This was a humorous and entertaining adaption of
the classic fairytale. We are now moving on to ‘Dreaming’s Soldiers’ by Catherine Bauer,
which is a much more serious and thought-provoking story based on the experiences of
Indigenous Australians who joined the armed forces to fight in World War II. A Reader’s
Theatre performance is a dramatic reading without the need for stage actions, or elaborate
sets and costumes. Reader’s Theatre enhances students’ reading skills and confidence
through practice with a purpose. Reading aloud and re-reading are key factors in
developing fluency and comprehension. For the rest of the term, students will continue to
read, rehearse and perform a variety of scripts as well as have a go at writing their own!
Katie Simpson
Karri Teacher

Music
What a wonderful start we have had to 2022 in Music! Our private instrumental tutors have
had their schedules filled with returning and new instrumental students. They have
expressed their delight at the engagement level of our students and have told me that all of
our musicians are making great improvements week-to-week.
Across the school, Term 1 has consisted of rhythm, beat, and singing activities. We have
also started becoming familiar with our classroom instruments and learning all about the
evolution of Rock 'n' Roll. Our Taiko drumming groups are energetic and loud! The school
band has been learning two songs this term and have made great strides towards
increasing their ensemble skills (as hard as trying to pat your head and rub your tummy at
the same time, at the same speed and with the correct hands!) Our voice program has
grown significantly this year, so far, and our Junior Choir is full of happy and engaged
students. Our Senior Choir has room for more students to join their group who rehearse
varied repertoire from Pop to Musical Theatre, and occasionally even Pop/Opera!

Next term we are very much looking forward to dance returning to Treetops for Years 1-10,
and are even more excited to have drama as an option for Years 3-10. Our dance and
drama students will prepare performances for the annual Performing Arts Night in Term 3.
Please keep an eye out for more information concerning dance and drama in the next
week.
Mary Pollard
Music Teacher

STEM
Marri are on a mission for STEM - to research and design a colony on Mars to keep
humans alive and happy.
Students have reflected on their lives on Earth, and come up with ideas on what we need
to survive, and be productive, happy humans. They have been making some complex
choices about recreating our comfortable 'Earth lives' on Mars, an inhospitable planet,
without atmosphere, oxygen, gravity or immediately-useable resources.
Currently, students have developed basic colony maps, with thought put into preventing
mental issues on Mars, and new technologies to allow us to live safely. We have been
faced with some great decisions - everything from insect farming for food, converting CO2
into oxygen using MOXIE technology, different kinds of accommodation (shared vs
private), virtual reality simulation for mental health, or a gym using resistance bands and
treadmills to keep the crew healthy.
Emma Moore
STEM Teacher

