
UPCOMING DATES

Monday 7th March 
Public Holiday (school closed)

Wednesday 9th March 
Secondary Sculpture by the Sea

Excursion  
Tuesday 15th - Monday 21st March 

Harmony Week 
Monday 21st March 

Wattle Excursion to Perth Zoo

Thursday 7th April 
Children's House Wildlife Incursion 

Friday 8th April 
Last Day of Term 1 

Years 7 & 10 Immunisations
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From the Principal
 

Dear Treetops Community, 

Every five years, schools offering International Baccalaureate (IB) Programmes have a re-
evaluation process. This year, Treetops has both its IB Evaluation and our Department of
Education Re-Registration review; it has been quite a busy time. 

This week, Treetops completed its IB Evaluation for our Diploma Programme. For people
new to our IB Programme, the Diploma is Treetops’ tertiary pathway allowing for entry to
universities in Australia via an ATAR, and internationally as a Diploma. Whilst we are
awaiting official feedback from the IB Organisation, the experience has been very positive. 

Due to COVID restrictions, the visiting IB representatives, Kinnari and Ally, met with our
community remotely. Kinnari Shah is the principal of an IB school in Mumbai, India and Ally
Cao is principal of a new IB school in Hainan Provence, China. 

Meeting with educators from different countries and having educationally rich
conversations was a very pleasant experience. It is not often that schools and educators in
Australia have the opportunity to do this, particularly over the last two years. Some of the
feedback we received from Kinnari and Ally is as follows:

They were very impressed with our grounds and just a little jealous!
They felt that our school community had a very good understanding of the IB
Philosophy which is central to the Programme’s success.
Our staff are well qualified and talented.
Our students display a high level of ownership over their learning.
Communication at Treetops is very open.
There are good relationships between students and teachers and between staff
generally.

I want to commend all of the staff involved in this process and especially Sharon Crossman
who has been our IB Coordinator for the past three years. 

Stuart Harris 
School Principal



In Art, we are working on planning and producing a blueprint of one of our ideas to
(theoretically) enter Sculptures by the Sea. Right now most of the students are working on
prototypes, and working with different materials and mediums.

W
 

andoo
Written by Micah, Gretchen, and Riley W.

In Physical Education, we have been doing multiple activities like badminton, handball, and 
cricket. We each had our own choice in which sport we wanted to participate in, and we 
also had the choice to play with frisbees and practice our ball passing skills.



In Science, we have been studying chemistry. In chemistry we observed the reaction
between alkali metals and water. Each alkali metal had a different reaction; some skirted
across the surface of the water, and others produced a coloured flame.

Wandoo students have been learning all about atoms and the Periodic Table. They have been 
finding out about the properties of the Group 1 elements, the Alkali Metals. They observed 
science in action and the very reactive nature of the metals as they were added to water during 
the demonstration.  How great do the students look in their new lab coats!.



 

English
Jarrah have been studying a book called Ban This Book, in which an American school’s
library is being defended by its students when a parent decides to have a book banned
arbitrarily. (Shh...some of these books might even be on Jarrah’s Silent Reading shelf!)

Wandoo presented pitches together as a group in a Shark Tank assessment, and are now



exploring the introspective realm of Shakespeare’s Hamlet.

The Tuart General English group have been exploring texts in a workplace context (Year
11s) and stories about refugees (Year 12s) to gain some worldly perspective. The Year 11s
have been discussing scenarios through games!

Wandoo presented pitches together as a group in a Shark Tank assessment, and are now



Kasey Hayman 
English Teacher

The Tuart IB students have been delving into deep literary exploration; Year 11 has been
exploring the lyrics of West Side Story and exploring racial conflicts in 1960s New York;
Year 12 has been reading and analysing Frankenstein. 



 

Marri
Marri has been learning about the events of Pompeii by reading through a story called 'The
Pack of Pompeii'. The story follows a small pack of farming dogs who describe the events
of the volcano erupting from their perspective.

We did a virtual escape room last Friday; the class split into two groups and had to use
critical-thinking skills to solve a series of riddles.

The class has been learning about narrative writing and informative reports. Students have
been attempting to use adjectives and adverbs in their writing to help describe the story to
the reader. For the informative writing, students researched an ancient structure from
around the world and created a presentation and a small model of their chosen structure.

Marri has begun working on creating artefacts in small groups, that will tell a story from a
famous fairy tale or myth. The group's artefacts will be buried, and another group will
perform an archaeological dig to uncover the artefacts carefully. They will then need to
piece together the clues they have found to figure out which famous story they discovered.

Hylton Hayes 
Marri Teacher



 

Wattle
What is science? What is a scientist? These are important questions asked at the
beginning of the year in Wattle. Students learn that science is all around us and that
everyone is a scientist. We all use our senses to explore, investigate, and ask questions
about the world around us. Once this is established, it is time for Maria Montessori’s First



Great Story. Maria Montessori advised that by creating timelines and walking along a line, 
it allows children to get a better understanding of the passage of time. Each time they 
experience the timelines they are gradually constructing a subconscious concept.
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Maria Montessori’s First Great Story tells students that scientists believe that in the 
beginning there was nothing. Then suddenly there was a massive explosion of energy, and 
our Universe began to grow. It is still growing today. Particles of matter were attracted and 
repulsed, but gradually our sun was born, and our Solar System began its orbit. Planet 
Earth was a mass of molten rocks, but gradually the heavier rocks sank to the middle and 
the lighter rock rose to the surface. This is demonstrated by water, honey, and oil being 
combined. The volcano experiment follows on with lots of cheers, then the idea that 
everything on Earth is either a liquid, solid, or a gas. The Earth is ready for life to begin.



Maria Montessori’s Second Great Lesson educates us as to the development of life on
Earth. In Wattle, the students walk beside the Felt Timeline. The black section represents
the Archean Eon when the Earth’s surface was settling before life began. The grey section
is the beginning of life. Life began as single celled organisms in the oceans. Gradually,
over a long time, these cells began to divide and multiply. Invertebrates developed and
began to flourish. The first vertebrate was a bony armoured fish.



The oceans became very crowded, a fish suddenly grew two air sacs, and climbed out of
the water. Amphibians evolved. Soon reptiles developed, followed by birds, then mammals.
Human beings are represented by a tiny section of red at the end of the felt timeline. 

Students followed up the felt timeline by studying the Montessori Timeline of Life.

Natalie Boyd-Ratcliff 
Wattle Teacher

Students have also been studying one of the greatest artists of all time, Vincent van Gogh.
They have considered how he used line and colour to create his artworks. Students have
then created their own self-portraits which have been displayed in the classroom. Wattle
classroom, like the Earth, is now settled and ready for the year ahead. 







Marri and Karri students are finishing their designs for a book on animal group names and
are starting to work in watercolour. 

Jarrah students finished their scripts and are testing out different stop-motion and
animation techniques. Students are using drawing, claymation, digital animation and other
methods to feature their great ideas.

Art & Design
 



Peter Zylstra 
Art and Design & Technologies Teacher

Wandoo students have been exploring sculpture techniques with a planned sculpture
excursion next week. Students have been testing their ideas with clay, plaster, wood,
metal, 3D pens, 3D printer, and other processes. 
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