UPCOMING DATES

9th April - 25th April
School Holidays
Monday 25th April
ANZAC Day
Tuesday 26th April
Students commence Term 2
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From the Principal

Dear Treetops Community,
Thank you for bearing with us during this challenging term as we navigated the many
hurdles of COVID-19. I also want to publicly acknowledge the work of Treetops’ staff who
managed to ensure that our students' learning journeys suffered as little disruption as
possible. It is apparent that we managed to complete a relatively normal term’s work, which
is amazing in the circumstances.
As you may be aware, the WA Government has relaxed some of the restrictions
associated with schools for Term 2. For Treetops, these announcements reflect very little in
terms of actual change on the ground. The school’s guidance from the Department of
Education is below:
Visitors on school site
Parents/carers on school sites
Must comply with the health and hygiene conditions previously outlined and follow maskwearing requirements.
Parents/carers are only allowed on school sites for the following purposes:
outdoor drop-off/pick up of their child
assemblies (limited to year group)
parent/teacher meetings
to volunteer in roles outside of the classroom that are essential for the operations of
the school, including the canteen and uniform shop
Infrequent special events in line with community venue capacity and density limits,
and mask wearing requirements.

Parents/carers attending school sites must adhere to physical distancing requirements
where possible.
At this stage, we will maintain our current drop-off points as they were already within
school grounds, unlike state schools, and allow for adequate physical distancing. If you
would like to speak to teachers at drop-off or pick up this is now possible so long as maskwearing and physical distancing requirements are adhered to. Practically this means that
parents will need to wear a mask if they move beyond the sign-posted drop-off areas.
Unfortunately, we are still not able to operate our on-site Playgroup with the current Term 2
restrictions.
Over the school holiday period, we ask that you please continue to let us know if your child
becomes COVID-19 positive, or if your child is required to isolate due to being a close
contact. In addition, all positive RATs must be reported to WA Health via
www.healthywa.wa.gov.au/ratregister.
I do hope you have a lovely break from school and manage to spend some quality time
together as families, staying well and without having to isolate!
Stuart Harris
School Principal

Children's House
FREEDOM OF CHOICE
Maria Montessori recognised that when we allow freedom of choice within clear, firm, and
reasonable boundaries, children act in positive ways that further their development.
Freedom is frequently misunderstood, and many people take it to mean that children can
do whatever they want. Montessori believed that freedom without boundaries was
abandonment. In Montessori classrooms, expectations are clear, and children experience
the natural and logical consequences of their choices. This freedom within limits allows for
the natural development of self-regulation within our classroom. These mirror behaviours
expected by society in general.

INDEPENDENCE
From birth onwards, humans strive towards independence. Children feel this need very
strongly; they want to do things for themselves, and to participate in the world around
them. In Montessori classrooms, this natural drive towards independence is fostered
through practical, social, and intellectual experiences. The child becomes an active agent
in their own education, saying, ‘Help me to do it myself’. We honour this by helping children
move to increasingly higher levels of independence and self-reliance.

MOTIVATION
In Children’s House, we encourage children to find their own activities during our morning
work cycle. This builds a child’s intrinsic motivation. Intrinsic motivation is doing
something because you have the inner drive to do it, not because of some external reason
like a reward or treat.
Some of the ways in which a Montessori environment builds intrinsic motivation are:

an environment where they can
have success –

knowing where

they can find things and having
activities at their level;

value curiosity – learning is about
finding out rather than memorising
facts;
allow them to have choices –
having agency;

create opportunities for them to

honest instructive feedback – we

build independence – they see

see what’s going well and how they

themselves as capable;

can do better; gentle guidance on

cultivate

opportunities

to

work

together, cooperate and care for

how to keep improving;
the teacher is their guide – not their

others;

boss or servant;

value process over product – there
is more learning in the doing than in
the final result;

help them scaffold skills – each
activity builds on the next to allow
mastery;

use encouragement rather than
praise – when they hear, ‘you
worked hard to do this all by
yourself’ rather than ‘good job,’ they
learn to look to themselves rather
than looking to us for praise;

support them to develop their own
routines/rhythms like taking an
activity to a table or mat and
returning it when it’s done;

safe limits – offer security and show
someone cares about them;

develop their thinking skills – they
are learning to learn through handson learning and making discoveries
for themselves; they help younger
children and consolidate their own
learning; they reflect on what they
have learned;

the freedom to choose – what,
where and with whom they’d like to
work;

control of error in activities – allows
them to discover their errors and try
again;

a clear rhythm to their day – they
know what to expect;

remove competition for sticker
charts or praise – helps them look
to themselves not to someone else;

the freedom to work on things they
are interested in – rather than what
the teacher tells them;

agreements/voting made together –
they feel like a valued member of
the community;
it’s a safe place to practice
boundaries – we can support them
with words if needed, ‘I’d like to
work by myself right now. I’ll do this
activity with you next time.’;
they learn to look after themselves,
others and the environment – it’s
empowering to be able to do this for
yourself;
help them to make amends when
needed – they know that when they
get it wrong, they will take
responsibility and learn from the
experience;
Anene Lamb
Children's House Teacher

allow time to build skills – for
example,
learning
to
dress
themselves, to take care of their
belongings, change their shoes;
plant seeds of curiosity – enough to
get them interested, and not too
much to allow them to discover the
rest for themselves;
learn from others – we can see
others learning and be inspired to
learn that too.

Wattle
Term 1 has sped by and is now complete. Thank you to all the families who have
supported and assisted Wattle over the Term. Thank you to everyone who has supplied
Special Lunch. This is an activity unique to Wattle which all class members enjoy. Thank
you to everyone who has completed the laundry, brought in flowers, sent in a special gift
for the classroom, assisted on our excursion, and have been understanding of the ‘new
rules’ which Covid has created. An extra special thanks to Leith, our class Parent Liaison,
who keeps everyone very well informed. Thank you.
Wattle students enjoyed an excursion to Perth Zoo a few weeks ago. Students participated
in a guided activity based on the Six Noongar Seasons. They considered how different
animals behave in the different Noongar seasons. We are now in Djeran. The cooler
weather begins in Djeran, and as such the nyingarn, echidnas, become sleepy and burrow
down to hibernate. The young ngoolyak, cockatoos, begin to peek out from their nests,
ready to learn to fly in Djeran. Keep your eyes out for the red flowers in the gum trees in
Djeran. The white marri flowers from Bunuru should be disappearing as they turn into the
honkey nut fruit for the ngoolyak’s to enjoy. Traditionally, the Noongar people would have
been moving inland, away from the coast. They would be fixing up their inland mia mias to
ensure they would be protected from the expected rains.

Students also enjoyed exploring all the different animals from the different vertebrate
classes at the zoo. They considered the different skin coverings, whether they are warmblooded or cold-blooded, what food they eat, whether they look after their young, and how
they move among other aspects.

In Wattle, students enjoy consolidating their learning with many concrete Montessori
activities. The Montessori chains allow students to practise their skip counting, as well as
open their minds to the concept of square and cube numbers. The 100 Board is a popular
activity as students find the tiles to order the numbers from 1–100 correctly. The
Montessori Farm supports students learning the difference between nouns, verbs,
adjectives, and adverbs. There are many more activities the students engage in during the
morning work cycle.

Our Investigative Play allows students to extend and consolidate their learning based on
their own interests.

Thank you again to everyone for your support over the term. Enjoy and cherish the
holidays with your children. We look forward to welcoming everyone back for an exciting
Term 2!
Natalie and Sandy

Marri
Marri students have finished up a long-term project and finally were able to play the role of
archaeologist. The class spent time researching a famous myth. After their research, the
class created artefacts based on their chosen myth - we had pieces of Medusa’s hair, diary
entries, Pandora’s Box, and even a giant piece of a tentacle. Once completed, the class

got to lay their pieces out and had time to examine each group’s work closely and attempt
to figure out what the other group's myth was and how the artefacts related to the myth.
The groups worked incredibly well together and were open to ideas and eventually were
able to piece together the myths with great logic behind their explanations. Next term,
Marri will be focusing on Australian geography, along with weathering and erosion. We will
be investigating how weathering and erosion can shape the landscape.
During English lessons, the Marri students have completed an in-depth analysis of the
movie ‘Encanto’. This spanned over 2 weeks as the class investigated the use of colours,
sounds, symbols, and songs to form an idea of what the creators were depicting to the
audience. This led to wonderful class discussions and a colourful storyboard of events.
‘Encanto’ was a great way to examine figurative language as the movie is full of similes
and metaphors, and due to the nature of the movie the class was able to tackle advanced
concepts like symbolism at a young age as well.
Marri completed an escape room called the ‘The Lost Tomb’ based on Tutankhamun. The
group had to solve a series of increasingly difficult puzzles and then escape the 'tomb' as a
group. After the first challenge, the groups were given a riddle to find the lost chest which
contained the rest of the pieces to the puzzle. The class had a great time solving the
problems and escaping the tomb as seen below.
Hylton Hayes
Marri Teacher

Karri
Term 1 is done and dusted and we have had a jam-packed last few weeks in Karri!
Harmony Day, an interactive mini-beast incursion, science experiments, an online tour of
the Australia Museum, Reader’s Theatre performances and inquiry presentations, plus all
our usual learning activities and end-of-term assessment work. Each and every student
has worked really hard, and certainly deserves a couple of weeks off!
Harmony Week is all about inclusiveness, respect, and a sense of belonging for everyone.
The Karri class explored these themes in a variety of authentic ways. We brainstormed and
debated what harmony really means in our daily lives, and discussed how this related to
the current global climate, including the invasion of Ukraine and what governments and
organisations are doing across the globe in terms of military, humanitarian, and financial
aid. For homework, the Karri students learned more about their own cultural background
and their individual family story, to then share with the rest of the class. For most of the
students, the highlight of Harmony Week was receiving cards from their Children's House
buddy. It’s lovely to see the care and kindness that is being fostered by these friendships
between older and younger students.

Eco Action delivered a great incursion which allowed students to closely examine a range
of creatures and learn to draw them with accuracy and detail for scientific purposes. The
class also got to collect freshwater samples and identify the microscopic larvae present.
The scariest part was probably handling giant native cockroach (which can actually bite!).
Students also got to hold frogs, crowned stick insects, and hermit crabs.

Throughout this term in Science, we have explored how the growth and survival of living
things are affected by physical conditions in their environment. In our latest experiment, the
students carefully planted their own lettuce seedlings and watered them with differing
concentrations of salt in the water. The plant growth was measured, recorded, and
graphed. Most groups found that watering with salt always resulted in the plant dying and
the higher the concentration of salt the faster this process occurred. We also discussed the
many factors that can affect plant growth and the importance of having a ‘control’ plant
where no salt is added, to ensure the validity of the experiment.

In Term 2, the Karri class will be
participating in the Jump Rope for
Heartphysical activity and fundraising
program.
This is a great way for children to keep fit
and learn new skills while also raising
funds for vital heart research and
education programs.
More details will be shared next term
including how you can be involved and
contribute.

Katie Simpson
Karri Teacher

English & HaSS
We’ve had a full-on time in English and HaSS this term!
After finishing their study of Ban This Book, the Jarrah students chose a book they liked
that had been challenged in the past and gave a heartfelt speech about why it should not
be banned.

In Wandoo, we’ve been getting introspective with an in-depth study of Shakespeare’s
Hamlet in English, where the students wrote a modern version of a selected scene. There
were some very creative ideas!

In HaSS, they worked together to debate a highly controversial topic – whether or not
children and teens should have a 30-day social media detox mandated by law.

In Tuart, the Year 11s have been learning about advertising texts and techniques, and put
their new knowledge to the test by creating their own ads for these famous brands. Could
you have guessed these were done by students?

Meanwhile, the Year 12s have been learning about outsider perspectives through a study
of two texts about refugees: a novel and a picture book. They then created their own
picture books to raise awareness about other important things, like climate change,
bushfires, and mental health.
Kasey Hayman
English & HaSS Teacher

Science
Years 7&8 students have been exploring what cells are and learning about the function of
the structures inside them. They will also be learning how to use microscopes to compare
plant and animal cells. Our major assessment task is creating a model of a cell, along with
a resume describing the job of a specialised cell.
Year 11 WACE Biology students have classified the local Darlington ecosystem
by completing dichotomous keys of the local flora. Year 12 students have been
propagating plants and dissecting flowers to understand how asexual and sexual
reproduction can work together to improve the sustainability of the species.
IB Biology students have been taking a deep dive into proteins and enzymes and how they
impact our human health and systems. Year 11 students we have moved on to explore the
ultrastructure of the cell. However, the main focus for Year 12 has been all the details of
plant biology, including completing chromatography and potometer experiments.
Kim Steimer
Science Teacher

Art
In Primary Art, Marri and Karri students are completing their bold and brilliant watercolour
paintings and script on animal group names to be compiled into a children’s book. Students
have been focusing on colour, line, shape and texture, inspired by their favourite
illustrators.

In Secondary Art and D&T, Jarrah students are producing amazing animations based on
the theme of ‘A Dream Within a Dream’, a poem by Edgar Allen Poe. Some students are
using animation and video software, others 3-D Claymation, 2-D paper cut-outs and/or
drawings. Students are focusing on sequencing their story ideas and transitions, and
utilising different points of view.

Wandoo students are finishing up their Sculpture by the Sea project. In Art, they produced
various prototypes and maquettes in different media such as clay, plaster, plasticine, card,
foam, wire, wood, metal, 3-D Printer and 3-D Pens. In D&T, students then refined their
photography and Photoshop skills by documenting their favourite maquette and inserting it
into locations they photographed at Sculpture by the Sea. Students are now finalising a
concept design proposal along with their photographs, drawings and influences, with a
focus on media, colour, scale and context.
Peter Zylstra
Art / D&T Teacher

Japanese
It’s great to see so much enthusiasm for Japanese throughout the school. Students in
Marri and Karri are making great progress with our additional time allocation. Karri
students all enjoyed our video call with a school in Hokkaido, Japan (see picture). Marri
students have written books in Japanese describing a famous family.

Sharon Crossman
Japanese Teacher

Music
In our Music classes each week we see evidence of elevated moods, relieved stress, and
an increase in stamina, focus, and resilience. Music is an important part of our week at
school, and this term the students showed great engagement in all things music and
performing arts.
Our drumming groups, band, and choirs have seen great improvement since the beginning
of the year, and the students have been very much enjoying themselves in class and in
lunchtime rehearsals.
In Term 2, we will see the start of Dance and Drama (from Week 4) and we are looking
forward to having multiple performance options for the students to choose from. Dance and
Drama are both options for students in Years 3-10. If you would like your child/ren to take
part in Dance or Drama (or both) the Easter break would be a great time to chat to them
about it!
We are excited to start Term 2! Have a wonderful break!
Mary Pollard
Music Teacher

STEM / Design & Technology
The past few weeks have been a bit tricky to negotiate for all, but there have always been
enough students present and ready to engage in some 'fun mess', in the guise of STEM
and Design & Technology. Marri continue to build upon their Mars terraformed landscape,
which now looks much more like the Red Planet, and less like the moon! Our lava tunnels
(once three colourful half-blown-up balloons) look very impressive and are ready to be
turned into living areas and laboratories.

Karri have continued with their self-chosen projects; creating a building of their choice. A
key element of the Montessori mindset is to be able to act with fun and humour, to dissect,
break, rebuild, create and innovate, and to expand creativity using problem-solving skills - I
believe all elements have come into effect within the two Karri groups, with rebuilds,
breakages, and innovations turning into works of art, and the slightly relaxed atmosphere
of the D & T space allowing different personalities to shine.
Wattle students are learning about the innovative ways a house may be built, from
treehouses to shipping containers, earth bags and mud bricks, to tiny houses. Students
have designed their own treehouses… so watch this space!
Children’s House are learning about simple machines and forces. We have lined up many
hundreds of dominoes to create chain reactions, and discovered how using an inclined
plane can transfer energy. Rube Goldberg would be proud of our many successes in the
study of physics so far!
Emma Moore
STEM / D&T Teacher

