UPCOMING DATES

Wednesday 18th May
Dance Classes Start
Year 11/12 Biology Zoo Excursion
Thursday 19th May
Drama Classes Start
Thursday 26th May
Y7-10 MOAD Digital Incursion
Friday 27th May
National Reconciliation Week Starts
Monday 6th June
WA Day Public Holiday
Friday 24th June
Last Day of Term 2
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From the Principal
Dear Treetops Community,
Over the Easter holiday break, we took the opportunity to upgrade parts of the campus.

New stairs have been manufactured to access Secondary. The old stairs, made from
treated pine, had reached the end of their effective life. Our new stairs, fabricated out of
metal and jarrah, should last a long time.

New carpet has been laid to Learning Areas 1 and 2 (Year 11 and 12) and the rooms were
also repainted. This finishes off the refreshing of all the main Secondary buildings that we
began during the Christmas holidays.

The Sport Shed has been renovated and expanded (a BIG thank you to Kerry Raak and
Mary Pollard for volunteering their time for this).

This term we begin preparations for our annual Performing Arts Night. Like last year, we
have contracted ‘Schools Go Dance’ to develop a performance from each of our three
Primary classes. This year it is our hope to have a Secondary dance performance along
with Secondary/Primary drama performances, also developed by ‘Schools Go Dance’.
Whilst Secondary participation is voluntary, we are asking for parents to support us by
encouraging engagement in these new opportunities.
Stuart Harris
Principal

Dance and Drama
Dance and Drama commence in our Primary and Secondary classes next week.
Wednesdays will be Drama and Thursdays will be Dance. All students are encouraged to
wear clothing suitable for ease of movement (i.e. loose/stretchy clothing). Students are
encouraged by the Dance and Drama teachers to remove shoes for these lessons.
Wattle class (Year 1/2) will take part in Dance only, this year.
Marri class (Year 3/4) will take part in Dance and Drama.
Karri class (Year 5/6) will also take part in both Dance and Drama.
Jarrah and Wandoo classes (Years 7 - 10) will take part in both Dance and Drama in
Weeks 4 and 5. From Week 6 onwards, students may choose Dance or Drama or
both. Students wishing to not participate in any of those options will stay in class and
have work cycle time.
Years 7 - 10 students should make a clear decision about which option they would like to
take by the end of Week 5 as Dance and Drama class sizes must be set from Week 6. Of
course, we warmly encourage as many Secondary students to participate as possible for
the experience to be one that they will all remember in the future.
Treetops welcomes back Jaimie from SchoolsGoDance, who will be our dance and drama
teacher this year. Our dance and drama classes will culminate in performances at
Performing Arts Night in September. For further queries please contact Mary
at m.pollard@treetops.wa.edu.au
Mary Pollard

Treetops Annual General Meeting
The Treetops AGM will be held at 4.00pm on Tuesday 17th May 2022 in the Music
Room. All school community members are welcome to attend.
For those unable to attend in person, a link will be shared in Little Twigs on Monday
so that the meeting can be joined online.

Children's House
We all know the buzz word ‘resilience’.
Raising Resilient Kids by Michael Carr-Gregg (available
through the Mundaring library if you are interested) states,
"Resilient children can cope effectively with stress, pressure,
and everyday challenges. They appear capable of bouncing
back from disappointments, adversity or trauma. They learn to
develop and set realistic goals for themselves and those in their
lives. They are capable of solving problems and interacting
comfortably with others. They possess self-discipline and a
sense of self-respect and dignity."

This is how we cultivate resilience in our Montessori classroom:
We encourage independence and inspire the child to do everything possible for
themselves.
Children are encouraged to choose their own activities. There is only one of each activity
so children will need to problem solve and make decisions. This allows children to have a
sense that they can control what happens to them.
Children need to pack away their own activities and ensure they clean up after themselves.
This encourages a sense of responsibility.
The Montessori classroom allows children to develop self-reliance by making positive
feedback; encouragement and natural and logical consequences are all powerful teaching
tools.
Montessori equipment has a self-correcting feature, in this way children are encouraged to
learn from mistakes and successes by allowing for independent decision-making.
Children make choices and experiment within the classroom leading to creativity,
confidence, and a sense of purpose.
It is appreciated that children need time and practice to master new skills, and that
unnecessary help hinders development.
In Children’s House, we truly embrace the 'help me - help myself' attitude.
Anene Lamb

Japanese
Inspiring tasks can be undertaken in a small school setting, with enthusiastic students!
This year, Jarrah students have been studying Japanese storybooks and are now
expanding their skills in many creative ways. Students are busy recording an audio version
of a chosen Japanese picture book. They will record themselves reading the book twice first in Japanese and then an English version of the text, which they have translated
themselves. Translating is one of the strands in the new WA Curriculum: Languages, and
is not an easy thing to do – many phrases do not have direct translations. Students will
also reflect on the process of translating.

In a cross-curricular project with Visual Art, students will then write their own children’s
book in Japanese. Their written text will be assessed as part of the Japanese curriculum,
and the artwork will form part of their Visual Art portfolio. Our vision is that the books can
be read to younger Treetops students during Book Week in Term 3. What a wonderful way
to inspire students, and to make assessments authentic and interesting.
Sharon Crossman

Physical Education
We have been very lucky so far this term, as the weather has been perfect for getting
outdoors. Children’s House have had their first visit to the Darlington Tennis Club, and
have shown that height is no barrier to getting those tennis balls flying over the nets!
Wattle, Marri, Karri, Jarrah and Wandoo have also graced the courts with their skill, with
Karri through to Wandoo participating in mini games of doubles.

Wandoo, Jarrah, and Karri have been regularly practising their pass-ball skills, and
havemodified their 3-3-3 games (maximum of 3 steps with the ball, 3 passes before you
can go for goal, and 3 seconds maximum holding the ball), to a 3-3-1. One second to pass
means we must develop our in-game decision-making by being decisive at game
speed, or making decisions under pressure. The average adult makes 35,000
decisions a day! Through pass-ball we can start developing those life skills we need.
Emma Moore

Jarrah
Written by Connor B:
In Art, we were tasked with making our own animations. We started out by making lists of
ideas and then presenting them to our groups to arrive upon an agreed idea. For my
group, this was a story about road safety. After the ideas were formed, the next few weeks
were spent creating the stories/storyboards. Once the storyboards were established, then
came the fun part - actually making an animation. Different people animated with different
tools. For example, some people used drawing to animate while some other people used
clay to animate through Claymation.
Written by Elora:
In Art, we had to create an animation based on dreams, some worked in groups, some
worked by themselves. Some people made an animation based on a dream they had,
while others made one up. We all had a lot of fun while making our animations, but there
were definitely lots of hurdles we came across.
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