UPCOMING DATES

Monday 22nd August
Book Character Dress Up Day
Tuesday 23rd August
Years 6-8 In Zero2Hero Excursion
Friday 2nd September
Marri Excursion to Adrenaline Vault
Wednesday 7th September
Performing Arts Night Dress
Rehearsal Excursion
Friday 9th September
Treetops Performing Arts Night
Tuesday 13th September
Karri Excursion to Parliament House
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From the Principal
Dear Treetops Community,
This time of year, parents of Year 10 students, and their children, are usually engaging in
the unenviable task of deciding what to do in Year 11. I don’t know of many adults who can
answer the question of what they want to do with their lives, and, in a rapidly changing
world, it is perhaps becoming a bit of a redundant question. Contemporary Year 11 subject
choices are more about types of career pathways than specific occupations.
The data below is from the School Curriculum and Standards Authority (SCSA), who are
responsible for administering the Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE).
https://www.scsa.wa.edu.au/publications/reports/statistical-reports/student-achievementdata

*ATAR is an acronym of ‘Australian Tertiary Admission Rank’, a scaled score out of 100
which is used to determine university course eligibility throughout Australia.
There has been a decline over time in students studying toward university entrance (ATAR)
as compared to other WACE pathways. The assumption that a majority of students will
graduate to attend university seems to be under challenge. It may also be reflective of the
growth in non-ATAR pathways for university entrance.
Over the same time period, Treetops students have predominantly chosen non-university
pathways as the best fit for what is next in their lives. When discussing these choices with
our students I often refer to this as planning for Year 13, which is also usually Year 1 as an
adult. It ends up being a very practical conversation grounded in near reality rather than a
plethora of ‘what-if’ considerations.
Treetops offers two pathways in Senior Secondary, university entrance via the International
Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (which generates an ATAR) or the WACE, which can
be wholly school based or a mix of school and TAFE (or other certified courses).
Stuart Harris

Wattle
Wattle students have been excitedly monitoring the weather. What is the high
temperature? What is the low temperature? Has there been any rain? How much rain?
What happens to the rain? Where does rain come from? Where does the rain go? After
studying the weather there has been a natural progression onto water. Students have
considered the hydrosphere (water cycle). They learned that all the water on Earth has
been here for 4 million years, it is in constant motion, and there will be no more water
created. They learned that only 3% of all the water on Earth is fresh water, and much of
this water is ice in the Polar Regions. It is very odd to think that some of the water we
drink, could actually be dinosaur wee! As water is vital for all life, it is important that we
conserve water.

As part of the water studies, students travelled out to the No. 1 Pump Station at Mundaring
Weir. The day began learning about how CY (Charles Yelverton) O’Connor was invited by
Sir John Forest to come and be the engineer in charge of Public Works at the new
settlement of Perth in WA in 1891 (CY O’Connor would be 180 years old if he was alive
today.) CY O’Connor initially designed the Fremantle Harbour and many of the railroads,
including the Swan View Tunnel, before gold rush fever developed in the desert town of
Coolgardie.
The gold rush in Coolgardie created many issues because there was limited water. Water
was needed for the people to drink, cook, wash, clean, and pan for the gold. Initially the
Aboriginal people showed the prospectors how to find water in the inhospitable land, but
the prospectors needed more water. CY O’Connor correctly believed that fresh water could
be pumped 560km through a steel pipeline from Mundaring to the Mount Charlotte
Reservoir overlooking Kalgoorlie. It was a very ambitious project, there were many hurdles,
but it was successful! Unfortunately, CY O’Connor was not alive to see his project in action.

Students learned that the present site in Mundaring was chosen due to the granite
bedrock, there were no permanent inhabitants, although the Aboriginal people did travel
along the Helena River as part of their nomadic lifestyle, and that hopefully, due to the
topography of the land, extra rainfall and runoff would help fill the area.
Students enjoyed acting as the pump stations and delivering the water from Mundaring to
Mount Charlotte Reservoir. Both teams finished delivering all the water at the same time,
but one team was much more careful and delivered more water! All students enjoyed the
activity.

Students went inside the No 1 Pump Station to see the furnaces, the engines, and again to
pump the water from the No.1 Pump Station through all 7 pump stations to Mount
Charlotte Reservoir.
The final section of the day was spent climbing up from the base of the dam wall to walk
across the top of the wall. Learning about the secret doorways to the safety passages
inside the wall, why the wall was increased in height, the seismic monitors, and much
more. Everyone enjoyed the day, was thankful that it was rain free and went home for a
good night’s sleep!
Natalie Boyd-Ratcliff

Marri
Marri has been working incredibly hard on their Science Fair projects. The class has begun
by posing a scientific question and creating a hypothesis for their questions. Now the class
is performing their experiments. We have seen things from electromagnetic trains to solar
ovens. The class is excited to have displayed their work at the Science Fair.

During HaSS, Marri has begun learning about the First Fleet and how the early settlers
began their colonies. The class is constructing and researching penal colonies and using a
budgeting system linking to financial planning. The class is purchasing all the resources
needed with tokens in class and all resources have assigned cost. It has been interesting
seeing how the class has widely different tactics when it comes to spending their tokens.

Marri has begun creating a society on Minecraft. The students have all been designated a
property and have chosen jobs. They work, pay taxes, and are in the process of forming a
town council. The class has decided on rules and laws for the town. The class has even
gone as far as creating an insurance system and public transport. As the world develops, I
will aim to take a short video of the town to showcase their hard work.
Hylton Hayes

Art
Marri and Karri students are developing their hand-building skills in clay, creating animals
that could fit the Darlington Arts Festival theme of 'all things nature'. They will next explore
this theme in drawing and painting.

Jarrah students are learning printmaking techniques to produce a narrative book project
this term. They have experimented with linocuts, etching, collographs, monoprints, stencils,
photography, and other techniques they may select to use for their final project.

Wandoo students are learning photography techniques to use in a narrative portrait project
this term. They have explored the use of a green screen, camera angles, lighting and
different composition techniques. They are now researching different photographers to
inspire their final project.
Peter Zylstra

Humanities & Social Sciences
Jarrah have started their History unit and will be looking at Medieval Europe. They will be
researching all aspects of Medieval life including the Bubonic plague.
Suzanne Blake

Science
In keeping with the Science Week theme of 'Glass', Jarrah students worked on 10 glassthemed puzzles around the classroom to compete for the best time.
Well done everyone for escaping our 'glass' escape room.
Kim Steimer

After starting the Physics unit, Wandoo have been celebrating National Science Week
working on their Science Fair projects.
Suzanne Blake

Tuart were feeling plucky when exploring gas exchange. We dissected the kidney, had a
look at the liver but really focused on the lungs and hearts. The lungs exchange gases in
order to keep us healthy, alive and full of energy. The highlight was perhaps when we
inflated the lungs and saw just how much they can expand.
Each Year 11 WACE student got a chance to get their hands-on to explore the tissues.
Ben loved the chance to see how all the organs were connected. Marek enjoyed exploring
the different vessels of the lungs and how they broke down into smaller and smaller tubes
before ending at the air sacs. Jacki liked feeling the difference in texture between all the
different organs and tissues as it is easy to think they would all be similar.
Kim Steimer

Book Character Dress Up Day
Next Monday is our Book Character Dress Up Day. We can't wait to see some fabulous
costumes at our parade on the school oval from 9am (parents welcome to attend, and
to dress up too!).
Book Week 2022 runs from 20th - 26th August and celebrates Australian children's
literature. On Monday 22nd August, Treetops invites all students and staff to dress up as
one of their favourite book characters. The theme this year is 'Dreaming With Eyes Open'.

Performing Arts Night
Tickets to our greatest show of the year are now available for purchase from the school

office. We welcome all members of the Treetops community (family, friends, classmates) to
attend our Performing Arts Nights and support our students as they shine on the big
stage. Please note there will be no door sales on the night. If you are unable to make it
to the school office to get your tickets, you are welcome to phone us on 9299 6725 to
purchase them with your credit card and we will send the tickets home with your
student. Tickets are $10 per adult, and $5 per child (non-performing).

This is one of Maggie’s most popular topics as it is packed full of common sense and
inspiration for parents and communities raising children throughout their childhoods and
adolescence. Every parent wants their children to thrive – to grow up happy, healthy,
strong, kind and capable of realising their full potential. In this seminar, Maggie explores
the 10 keys to parenting that support this goal. She acknowledges there is no ‘perfect’ and
that challenge, adversity and failure can actually help our kids grow stronger and smarter.
This event is for anyone who has or works with children.
Get tickets here
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{For more info email summercomp@phufc.com.au or follow our Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/perthhillsunitedfootballclub

Hills Junior Hockev
Feel free to Join ourfamlly friendly club

Registrations are
now open for

•Played at Mundaring Hard Courts and Indoor
Centre

2022/2023

•On Thursday nights, October 2022 to March
2023 (break in holidays)

•U7, U9,U11,U13,U15,U17
•Minimum 6 a side

�KIDSPORT

™

Because every WA kid deserves a falr i:io

Please drop us an email at:
hillsjuniorhockey@gmail.com for any
queries or
Joinuson HILLS JUNIOR HOCKEY

and complete
registration form.
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