UPCOMING DATES

Friday 24th June
Last Day of Term 2
25th June - Monday 18th July
School Holidays
Tuesday 19th July
Students Commence Term 3
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From the Principal
Dear Treetops Community,
As some of you are already aware, independent schools in Western Australia need to go
through regular re-registration processes to continue operating. Treetops this year has
participated in two re-registrations, one for our registration as an International
Baccalaureate World School (our Year 11 and 12 Diploma Programme) and another with
the Department of Education of WA. In both cases the maximum amount of time that a
school can be registered for is five years. In January we received notice from the
International Baccalaureate Organisation that we attained a full five-year re-registration. I
am happy to announce that this week we also received notice of our successful reregistration with the Department of Education for a full five years.

An enormous amount of work goes into these re-registration processes, and I would like to
commend all the Treetops staff who participated. I also want to note that it takes every
member of staff to operate Treetops, and it is their unwavering professionalism that makes
us shine as a school.

On another note, Treetops has experienced very strong enrolment growth this year and we
are now operating with waiting lists for 2023 across most of the school. A good portion of
this growth has been into our Secondary School. As a result of this, from Term 4 this year,
we will be operating with separate Year 7 and 8 classes. It is anticipated that both classes
will also be fully subscribed for 2023. Our current Year 7/8 students will still be academically
supported and extended as they currently are in keeping with Treetops’ commitment to
student-centred, individualised learning across the school.
Given that we have families awaiting news of a place at Treetops, we would greatly
appreciate advance notice of any intention to leave our school in 2023. Ordinarily we would
seek this advice much later in the year.
Semester 1 reports will be sent out next week. Please remember that these reports reflect
student progress to date, with teachers make grading judgements based upon evidence
garnered from half a year of delivered content.
I do hope you hope you enjoy the break from school and look forward seeing you all in three
weeks time.
Stuart Harris

Children's House
The Absorbent Mind
Maria Montessori called it ‘The Absorbent Mind’. During the first six years of life, children
have a very different way of learning than adults. The young child’s brain is hardwired to
learn at an incredible rate. When you think about all that a child accomplishes in those first
years (non-verbal and verbal communication, small and large motor control, emotional and
social skills, and so much more) it is mind boggling.
"Children develop 85% of their core brain structure by the time they are five years old. And
the child will build on this core foundation throughout the rest of his life."
"Impressions do not merely enter a child’s mind; they form it."
- Maria Montessori
By taking an active role in the early childhood education process, parents can help ensure
that their child has all the support they need to develop to their full potential. Parent
involvement helps extend teaching outside the classroom, creates a more positive
experience for children, and helps children perform better when they are in school. Parents
who are in tune with their child’s education are better able to establish a connection
between what is learned at school and how to extend learning at home. This connection is a
key component of a child’s development and supports further learning.

Make time for reading.
Mem Fox, an Australian writer of children's books and an educationalist specialising in
literacy, advocates reading with children for 10 minutes a day, which roughly equals three
picture books a day. If you read three books a day to your child from birth, they would have
heard around 5000 stories by the time they reach the age of five. Even if you only read half
that many, or a third, that is still a wonderful amount of sharing, bonding, and learning that is
taking place.
The benefits of reading to children are many. Research has shown that children whose
parents read to them when they are young - learn to speak, read, and write more easily.
Emergent literacy skills, or pre-reading skills, are the strong foundations of reading. Children
need to have these early skills before they can learn to read.
Thank you for supporting your children with the skills they require to read. Your involvement
at home has a significant and positive influence not only on reading achievement, language
comprehension and expressive language skills, but also on children’s interest in reading
and attitude towards reading.
Anene Lamb

Wattle
To be a scientist is to have a sense of wonder. It is to ask questions. To look for answers,
and then to ask more questions. Initially young children use their five senses to explore the
world around them and to answer their own questions. What does it look like? What does it
feel like? What does it smell like? What does it sound like? What does it taste like?
Questions, and ways of answering questions, are refined as young children grow.

Chemistry has been the Science focus in Wattle this term. What is chemistry? What is a
mixture? What mixtures are used in daily life? How can mixtures help? Can mixtures be
separated? Why are scientists interested in mixtures?

Students explored a range of substances with their senses. They then followed on to
investigate what happened when these substances were combined, and finally asked the
questions about whether they be could be separated again. It has been very interactive,
messy, and exciting, whilst exploring mixtures in Wattle.

As the final section of our 'mixtures' Science unit, students made chocolate crackles.

I’ll take this opportunity to thank all the families who have assisted and supported Wattle this
term. Thank you to those families who provided Special Lunch, thank you to those families
who helped on our excursion to the Art Gallery and State Library of WA, thank you for the
beautiful flowers that have been given to the classroom, and thank you generally for your
ongoing support. Special thanks again to Leith, our class liaison, who keeps us all on track.
Enjoy the holidays with your children. Delight in all their questions and explore the world
around you together. Sandy and I will look forward to hearing about your adventures when
we welcome everyone back next term. Thank you. Enjoy!
Natalie Boyd-Ratcliff

Marri
Marri enjoyed an exciting excursion to SciTech and was able to venture through the topsecret 'Licence to Spy' exhibition. The class needed to find clues as to who stole a topsecret computer chip. They really enjoyed letting out their inner spy and investigated the
area thoroughly. The planetarium showed the class an interesting film called ‘Beyond Earth’
and the class was transported into the stars and learnt more about our universe. Marri
learnt about air pressure and its affect on our everyday life during the live show ‘Under
Pressure’, where some students took front and centre and were asked to be part of the
experiments.

The class has delved deep into the lore of Atlantis, and after research and viewing a
documentary, the students choose their opinion and wrote a persuasive text, using evidence
and information gathered. It was an interesting approach, and after several debates, by
majority the class believe that the fabled city of Atlantis was once a real place.
Marri entered the Kid’s News short story writing competition, and the students have been
spending their time writing amazing stories. Once all of these stories are complete, the
class wants to print each student's copy and put it together as a short story book for the
Marri library called Marri Tales. Great job to all the students, they have written some
awesome stories.
Enjoy your holiday break.
Hylton Hayes

Karri
The Karri class had an absolutely awesome time in Gingin at the Gravity Discovery Centre
last week! Our day started with Work Cycle and a Dance lesson with Jaimie, we then ate an
early lunch and loaded up the bus with all our luggage, sleeping bags, and mattresses,
ready to stay the night at the Observatory.
After a fairly long bus ride, we were all anticipating our arrival and became very excited
when we drove past the 'Welcome to Gingin' sign and could see the Discovery Centre’s
infamous 'leaning tower of Gingin' in the distance (which we would later climb to the top of,
in order to test the laws of gravity and drop water balloons from the 45m height!).
On arrival, we carried our luggage into the theatre room which would be our
accommodation for the night and we were introduced to Mitch the Astronomer. He showed
us around the centre and explained how the various displays work. We took turns going
inside a pretend space shuttle which simulated g-force. Astronauts use this for preparing to
go into space. Mitch then asked for a volunteer to stand in front of a copper plate and a big
metal pole. He swung the pole back and it flew towards Niamh, but to her relief it
was stopped just in time by the electro-magnetic field being created by the electrons in the
copper plate.

After stopping for a quick afternoon tea, we were off to the tower. At the bottom we filled our
water balloons, some were bigger and others much smaller. Some of us predicted that they
would land at the same time and others predicted that the bigger balloon would fall faster
than the smaller. We climbed the stairs to the top of the tower to test our theories! From the
top, we found that the water balloons did drop at different times apart from when Mitch
dropped both at exactly the same time. Therefore, the difference was due to human error
and scientifically both balloons should land at the exact same time. This proves Galileo’s
theory that time of descent is independent of mass, meaning objects will fall at the same
acceleration.

After a lot of fun and scientific revelations, we went to have a look at the telescopes which
we would be using later in the evening once it was dark enough. We then had some free
time in the centre to explore the exhibits further. After a delicious dinner, a hot Milo, and a
quick presentation about light pollution and our Solar System, it was time to put on our
warm clothes and head outside to use the telescopes. We were lucky enough to have a
lovely clear night so we could clearly see lots of celestial bodies, including; the Jewel Box
cluster, and the Proxima Centauri star through the different telescopes. We also got to see a
close-up of the moon which was amazingly bright!
After cleaning our teeth, we were eager to get into our warm sleeping bags and call it a
night. In the early morning, we witnessed Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn
aligning across the pre-dawn sky, which Mitch showed us with his laser. We also got to
explore some parts of the centre while still in our pyjamas! After packing our gear and
stopping at the gift shop to buy a souvenir coin for the class, we were back on the bus and
back to school. What an adventure!
Katie Simpson and the Karri Students

English
This term, Jarrah have been reading a book called 'King of Shadows', in which a young boy
actor gets transported back in time and meets the real Shakespeare. In the last part of this
term, Jarrah have been studying a little bit of Shakespeare, including the bard's wonderful
language around insults, and his clever construction of comedy. Jarrah have been working
on group performances from 'A Midsummer Night's Dream'!

After reading 'Of Mice and Men', Wandoo have delved into deep discussions about the
historical context, themes, and literary importance of the novella. They worked together to
explore hidden clues throughout the story, which they discovered all foreshadowed the
ending of the book.

This term, the Year 11 WACE General group have been looking at the influences and
impacts of social media through a documentary, investigations, and a challenging 28-day
detox task. They have also looked at how media can influence children, and the importance
of censorship in protecting young viewers. They have been tasked with writing a letter of
complaint - and they have a lot to say!

The Year 12 WACE General group have spent most of this term looking at audio and visual
texts, analysing and discussing their values as literary 'texts', as well as the structural
features and conventions of such media. Tuart tested their skills with a range of text types,
including picture books.

In IB, while Year 12 have been finalising assessments, Year 11 have been studying
Shakespeare's 'Othello' alongside 'Belle', a biopic film about an 18th-Century young
aristocratic woman who was the daughter of a British naval officer and a West-Indies slave.
Students compared a variety of themes from these texts to show the similarities and
impacts of such representative stories and characters.
Kasey Hayman

Humanities and Social Sciences
Written by: Grace, Rhian, and Elora
We had lots of fun in HaSS designing t-shirts to replicate starting a small business and to
see how much profit we could make. We discovered that the well-designed ones sold well,
but increasing the price affected how many customers we got.

Mathematics
Jarrah have been working with Algebra; the use of letters (as variables) to solve
number relationships or puzzles. Learning and using Algebra by applying variables to
represent

Mathematics
Jarrah have been working with Algebra; the use of letters (as variables) to solve
number relationships or puzzles. Learning and using Algebra by applying variables to
represent unknown numbers is a 'brave new world' for the Year 7's.

While it can take time to master Algebra, the benefits include a significant increase in
problem solving ability across all the different topics.
Last week, volunteers were asked to come to the board and choose a 1, 2, or 3-step
equation to solve. Once given to them they would work through it in front of the class.

It was pleasing to see a number of students coming to the board to put their Algebra skills
on display, and especially the Year 7 students who have only just been introduced to
algebra.
Some students pushed the boundaries with 3-step equations, and Connor learnt that not all
equations can be solved, through no fault of his own.
Paul Gillespie

Science
We got hands-on at the end of the semester; Year 7 and 8s are preparing for their Science
Fair projects. As a class, we conducted a water balloon experiment having a look at how
the height of drop affects the splatter size. This preparation helped us determine controlled
variables so that we could design our own fair tests. Some projects include the impact of
temperature on ball bounce height, marshmallow ratio on melting rate, determining the
calories in food, using centrifugal force to simulate gravity, and many others!

Wandoo were amazed when they managed to extract DNA from strawberries!

Year 11 Biology students are wrapping up their unit on cells by using dialysis tubing as a
model for the cell membrane. They learned to test for starch and protein using some simple
biochemical reactions! Who doesn't love a good colour change?
Kim Steimer and Suzanne Blake

Youth Choices Film Competition
Lower Secondary students (Years 7-10) have created short films about the topics of cyber
safety:
Gaming and gambling addiction
Dangers of online chat rooms
Cyber fraud and hacking
Relationship-based cyber scams and catfishing
Health repercussions such as anxiety, depression, alcohol or drug use, relationship
breakdown
Disengagement with family and friends, antisocial behaviours, isolation
Identity theft leading to cyber criminality
Some students have chosen to enter their film in the Youth Choices Film Competition,
fingers crossed and good luck!
Kim Steimer

Visual Art
It has been another very creative and productive semester in the Art and Design room. The
Primary clay project was postponed until the beginning of next semester, and the students
are very keen to start making their final animal projects based on their designs from three
perspectives. They also started planning for their Darlington Arts Festival artworks.
Jarrah are completing their Japanese and Design collaborations, where they wrote
Japanese children’s stories, and then are creating illustrated books to present at Book
Week next term. Students created their own style, inspired by traditional and contemporary
Japanese artists and illustrators, from drawing to digital art.

Wandoo students have been experimenting with portraiture and mixed-media techniques to
lead into a larger photo narrative project next term. Students are testing gridding
techniques, collage, using text in images, digital art, creating characters and avatars, and
many other processes.

Tuart students have been completing their art projects and investigative work, with a focus
on Appropriation this semester. Where do we get our inspiration, and how do we put our
own mark on contemporary culture through building on the past?
Peter Zylstra

Japanese
Even with interruptions due to Covid, some excellent learning has taken place in Japanese
lessons throughout the school this semester.
Wattle and Children’s House students have had fun learning about animals and body parts,
including adjectives to describe them. In this phase of development, students make
progress through repetition with traditional songs and rhymes.

Students in Marri and Karri are now studying Japanese twice weekly and the improvement
in overall progress is very evident. This term, both classes have been focusing on writing,
and the fact that word order differs in Japanese and English. This is called syntax. Many
studies have shown that learning a second language assists knowledge of our first
language too.

In Jarrah, students have now finished writing and illustrating their picture books with some
excellent results. We are looking forward to sharing these with younger students in Term 3.

Wandoo students have been studying travel and created a 'World News Report' for their
role play. As a culmination students are creating their own itinerary for a trip to Japan,
dreaming about a future Treetops trip to Japan.

Senior Secondary Japanese students continue to increase their linguistic and intercultural
understandings through the study of topics such as health and lifestyle, social issues, and
education. It has been interesting for students to read the Covid information distributed to
Japanese Primary School students and compare to our government response. What a great
learning opportunity for students to improve their language skills using authentic resources
and real-life scenarios.
Sharon Crossman

Music
Term 2 has been a BIG term in Performing Arts. We started our Dance and Drama classes
with Jaimie from SchoolsGoDance and our students have been having a blast each week,
learning new skills and showing their courage when trying new things. Our Secondary
students are making great progress in their Dance and Drama lessons and we have found
some wonderful 'hidden' talent among them. We laugh, we play, we create, and we have fun
in every Dance and Drama class we take part in.

In Term 3 we look forward to our biggest event of the year - Performing Arts Night! This year
we will hold our event on FRIDAY, 9th SEPTEMBER at the SWAN PARK THEATRE. Look
out for more information to come early next term!
Mary Pollard

As part of the Performing Arts Night programme, there is a combined parent/teacher
performance item being organised. An invitation is extended to anyone who would like
to be part of the vocal group (mid 90s pop song) of at least 10 people on the night. All
that's required is a willingness to have a sing and some fun doing it, plus commit to
some rehearsal gatherings prior to the evening.
For more information, please contact Leith Winton (Wattle/Marri parent) on 0432 372
600 or leith.winton@winton.net.au

Physical Education
Term 2 has definitely been perfect for Physical Education! It has rained well for our farmers,
but for most of the time, sport lessons have been spared!
Throughout all year groups, tennis and Ultimate Frisbee have been our main activities, but
with the last few weeks of lovely sunshine, Outdoor Education and some walks to the Boya
Quarry have also been on the agenda.

Lunchtime and recess have not been spared its allocation of physical fitness either, with the
introduction of 'scooter-skills' in the undercover area. Our Sporting Schools grants have
been put to great use, with the purchase of six scooters and five bikes, with more scooters
to follow. We are currently investigating some larger wheeled off-road scooters for our older
students.
Emma Moore

Upcoming Events

Camp Hero CREATIVE is a 3 day clinic designed to bring joy, optimism, happiness and fun
to its creatively inclined young participants
Dates: 13th – 15th July 2022
Time: 9am – 3pm
Venue: Newman Sports Complex
Cost: $150 per student or $130 for sibling/groups
More information and registration here: https://www.zero2hero.com.au/camp-hero-creative/
Camp Hero SPORTS aims to improve the physical and technical skills of each young
athlete, as well as develop their resilience and understanding of what it takes to succeed in
their chosen sport.
Dates: 4th – 6th July 2022
Time: 9am – 3pm
Venue: Newman Sports Complex
Cost: $150 per student or $130 for sibling/groups
More information and registration here: https://www.zero2hero.com.au/camp-hero-sports/

Numero – Family and Home Use
Join this fun, hands-on workshop to see what Numero can do for your children! This
workshop is for parents and/or children from age 10+. Learn to play the game and see how
it will improve maths for the whole family!
For your children, this will improve maths in all areas, not just basic numeracy, although that
is part of it, but also with their fluency, problem solving and general understanding of
concepts.
Whilst this workshop is designed for children aged 10+, parents will also see how they can
use Numero with any younger children, as Numero can be played from about the age of 3.
This workshop is also suitable for teachers who wish to learn how to play Numero and
introduce it to their class.
Julie is the Numero specialist and her passion for this game is contagious!
Date: 12 July 2022
Time: 9:00am - 11:00am
Location: MAWA Office, 12 Cobbler Place Mirrabooka
Cost: From $20 for members and from $30 for non-members

Register: https://mawainc.org.au/civicrm/?page=CiviCRM&q=
civicrm%2Fevent%2Finfo&reset=1&id=3923

