UPCOMING DATES
Tuesday 9th August
Secondary Information Session for
Primary Parents 3.30pm
Fri 12th - Wed 17th August
Scholastic Book Fair
13th - 21st August
National Science Week
Monday 15th August
Wattle Excursion to Weir
Tuesday 16th August
Parent/Teacher Interviews Evening
Friday 19th August
Treetops Science Fair
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From the Principal
Dear Treetops Community,
We want your feedback! Earlier this week you would have received an
email requesting that you participate in our Annual Parent Survey. Information from this
survey is very useful for the School Board and Administration, informing our decisions for
the year to come. In recent years, we have struggled to get most families to complete the
survey and I would encourage you to please take the time to complete it this year.

The Board is keen to investigate ways of enhancing parent engagement over and above
the well subscribed events that our school currently operates, such as the Performing Arts
Night, parent/teacher interviews, morning teas, participating in excursions, and end of
term/year events.
Prior to COVID, Treetops had a Parent and Friends Committee which provided a number
of functions for the school. The purpose of the P&F is:
1. To contribute to the maintenance of Treetops’ unique, positive, caring and

encouraging ethos and atmosphere, which is shared and appreciated by the wider
community.
2. To contribute to community building and community outreach to promote the school,
its values, and programs.
3. To support a broad, harmonious and thorough education by:
Encouraging good relationships and open communication throughout the school.
Giving parents opportunities to participate in the education of their children in
partnership with the Principal, teachers, and the broader school environment.
4. As a sub-committee of the School Board, provide an important avenue for feedback,

ideas, discussion and support for the work of the Principal, teachers, and Board.
5. To assist with fundraising activities, to allow the purchase of additional school and
classroom resources or investment in ongoing fundraising.

We would be keen to see the P&F Committee be re-established as a parent-led initiative,
catering for school community social events and providing invaluable feedback to the
Principal and other school leaders. The need for fundraising is not as strong as it was in
years past and could be viewed as being an optional function of the P&F Committee. In
initiating this, we really need a volunteer to be the new leader of the P&F. Under the
school’s current Parent & Friends Committee Policy this is the position ‘Chairperson’. If you
can see yourself leading our new P&F, or would like to be otherwise involved, can you
please email your interest to principal@treetops.wa.edu.au.
Stuart Harris

Treetops Annual Parent Survey
The School Board invites you to participate in the annual school survey. The aim of
the survey is to gauge how the school is going from the perspective of the students,
staff, and parents and carers.
The survey will take approximately 10 minutes. Please take the time to give your own
opinion. Your views are valued and important. Please only one survey per family.
Your response is private and confidential, no names are required. A similar survey
will be conducted with
the students
staff
Treetops.
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Please complete the survey by Friday 19th August.
The survey can be found at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/8PQGJ6X
Thank you.
Amy Lomas
Board Chair

Wellness
Treetops is excited to announce our successful application for the AISWA Wellbeing and
Mental Health in Schools Pilot Project. Treetops was one of ten schools selected from 45
applications. Delivered by the AISWA School Psychology Service in conjunction with the
Telethon Kids Institute, the pilot project runs for two years with the aim of assisting schools
to develop approaches and interventions to support student wellbeing and mental health.
To lead the project, Japanese teacher and Primary Coordinator, Sharon Crossman, will
now be employed one day per week as our Wellbeing Coordinator. We already have a
variety of successful wellbeing initiatives at Treetops. Through our participation in the
project, we will be using quality research evidence to determine how to provide further
support for student and staff wellbeing within a whole-school approach.

Children's House
The Montessori Method is all about tapping into that extraordinary period of growth from
birth to age six and developing independence, concentration, and curiosity in a child’s
world. Many parents have asked how they can best support children at home, so here are
a few suggestions on how to create a Montessori environment for your child:
Organise Your Environment
"A place for everything and everything in its place" is one of the critical principles of
Montessori at home. When you designate a place for everything, your child will quickly
learn where everything goes. This is an essential tool in teaching them to be responsible
for their belongings and clean up messes that they may make.

Kitchen
Your kitchen offers numerous opportunities for independence for your child, from helping to

put the groceries away to cleaning up the floors and tables after a meal. Arrange your
kitchen in a way that makes things easy to reach and simplifies tasks. Keep your child's
favourite utensils, bowls, plates, and cups in a low cabinet or drawer so they can easily
reach these items and put them back once they've cleaned up. Give them real utensils
instead of play versions as this can also help your child learn how to use them correctly at
the dinner table.

Bedroom
Your child's bedroom should be a haven for learning, getting dressed, playing, and
relaxing. To create a safe, calming space, ensure their room is organised in a way that
prevents clutter and is minimalist to prevent visual overload, distraction, or feelings of
being overwhelmed.

Living Room
Your living room is still the family room, so you don't have to transform the entire area into
a Montessori learning environment — you can set up a small space within it solely for your
child. A suggestion is a small floor mat to denote where they can play, one they could roll
up again once they have tidied away.

Emphasize Life Skills
Even young children are capable of pitching in around the house. By teaching them to take
care of themselves and the space around them, you will set your child up to be a
considerate, capable adult later. This will mean that, as a parent, you may have to stop and
take the time to teach your child how to properly wipe the table after a meal or which
cabinet to place their cups in, but their minds are so absorbent that it won't be long before
they can do it independently.
Remember to match their tasks with their age and abilities. For example, younger children
are perfectly capable of learning to water plants, feed pets, wipe the table after a meal, and
pick up their toys. Older children can incorporate more complex tasks into their routine, like
taking out the garbage, meal preparation, and basic home maintenance. You can also
have them teach the younger children in your home, as well.

Focus on Inner Motivation, Not Rewards
The Montessori method does not promote giving children extrinsic rewards for behaviour,
such as stickers or candy. Verbal praise is valued, although it's important to make sure it is
given in moderation. The key is that you should teach your children to enjoy and seek the
feelings of pleasure and pride that come with learning something new or completing a task.
Teach Concentration
A lot of adults don't think young children can concentrate, and it's true that children cannot
focus on something for the same timespan as adults. But, under the Montessori method of
thought, this is a skill you can start cultivating in your child when they are young. You can
do this by identifying what they are interested in and setting them up with the materials and
space they need to explore it more thoroughly.

Peace Corner
Remember to have a place where your children can go to have silence, to calm down, or to
simply be. Maybe include a plant for caring and observing, a fish tank for watching, or
simply a window for gazing at the wonders of the outdoors.

The second edition of How to Raise an Amazing Child the
Montessori Way (DK, Tim Seldin) is now available at Dymocks
and includes how to manage and participate in your child's
screen time, build their sensory awareness, and teach grace
and courtesy from a young age.

Anene Lamb

Jarrah
With the start of a new semester, all Secondary students are thinking how best to move
forward over the course of the rest of the year and possibly into the rest of their Secondary
careers. We have been learning about conflict resolution and how to live peacefully. A
common misconception about conflict is that it's always bad. However, by doing some role
plays and learning about the conflict cycle we have seen that there is both constructive and
destructive conflict.
Some healthy conflicts that have been resolved are:
Sibling rivalries about clothes/personal items, classmates interrupting games during recess
and lunchtime, keeping of some prized possessions, and generally communicating issues
before they become bigger problems.

We are also learning more about ourselves by updating/creating new SMART goals for the
rest of the year. As part of being an IB school it's imperative to reflect on the progress we
have made over the year and critically evaluate how our actions have impacted us. This
can be useful both through challenges and times that didn't go as planned, as well as when
we seem to be coasting through life.
Some of our Jarrah goals for the semester are:
Presenting in front of small groups, more reading instead of using screens, remembering to
use and bring a school planner, and many more.
This is just in time for our upcoming parent/teacher meetings that will be held in LA 3&4 on
Tuesday 16th August. Don't forget to book using the SOBS management system via the
email being sent to parents next week.
Kim Steimer

Humanities & Social Sciences
In Term 3, Wandoo is diving into Geography, with a particular focus on Food Security,
Wellbeing, and Biomes. Students have worked together to research and produce posters
on the various human factors that can impact on a country’s wellbeing, as well as
comparing data that contributes to wellbeing by creating choropleth maps!
Kasey Hayman

Japanese
This week is Languages Week. One issue often facing Languages education is continuity
of learning. Many readers will possibly have the experience of studying multiple languages
across their years of schooling, and not retaining much of any.
Continuity of learning is so important especially when considering the move from Primary
to Secondary schooling. Students at Treetops are able to study Japanese from
kindergarten right through to Year 12, with Years 3-10 studying twice weekly. This provides
Secondary students the opportunity to build upon their prior learning, rather than starting
from the beginning with a new language.
In the Languages classroom, we don’t just focus on linguistic knowledge but also on
cultural understanding. For example, assessments for IB Diploma Programme students
have cross-cultural understanding integrated into the tasks. Languages also forms a part of
the IBDP core subject Theory of Knowledge. See the following link for an interesting TED
talk regarding second language learning, which is often referred back to in our IBDP class
discussions.
https://www.ted.com/talks/lera_boroditsky_how_language_shapes_the_way_we_think
Sharon Crossman

Technologies
The STEM/D&T room has been a hive of activity this term. Children’s House are continuing
their investigation into forces, and this week watched marbles run down an inclined plane.
This may sound a little boring, but not when you add paint, and lots of it! Students were
also set the task of building a bridge over a road, so people may safely cross. There were
some very inventive bridges produced that afternoon, and I’m happy to say everyone
crossed in safety.

Wattle students have painted their tree houses, and have moved on to something quite
different. In groups of two they are building animal bridges - bridges designed to reduce the
incidence of road death by our native animals. We are in the early stages, but so far our
designs include tunnels under the road, cabled bridges strung from tree-to-tree to allow
koalas safe passage, and funnelling bridges with tall fences for animals such as kangaroos
to cross. The bridges we have seen in photos are camouflaged to look like the surrounding
flora, and they have inspired some very inventive conversation.

Marri students are learning about electrical engineering in STEM. Their first project was to
produce their own electric current to light up an LED globe. Using a combination of zinc
washers, copper ha’pennies, and a vinegar and salt solution, students first made one
battery cell, testing it with a voltmeter. There was great excitement when current was
detected, and they then layered 8-10 cells, and strategically secured them with an elastic
band. They discussed the chemical reaction produced by the salt and vinegar solution,
and how chemical energy is converted into electrical energy. The batteries sprung to life,
lighting up their globes straight away. The also produced a glow with an 8-cell lemon
battery. In the next few weeks we will be designing our own torches using a series circuit.

Karri students are still working on their Stop Motion Jack and the Beanstalk projects, with
Jack finally waking up to the giant beanstalk outside the kitchen window. The D&T room
has many scenes from the story placed in various empty spaces, so don't be surprised if
you see a giant beanstalk in the window in the coming weeks!

The Jarrah STEM group are working hard to finish their projects for the Science Fair. The
new students in Jarrah have jumped on board very quickly, and some new projects have
been seen through the classroom window this week.
Emma Moore

This is one of Maggie’s most popular topics as it is packed full of common sense and
inspiration for parents and communities raising children throughout their childhoods and
adolescence. Every parent wants their children to thrive – to grow up happy, healthy,
strong, kind and capable of realising their full potential. In this seminar, Maggie explores
the 10 keys to parenting that support this goal. She acknowledges there is no ‘perfect’ and
that challenge, adversity and failure can actually help our kids grow stronger and smarter.
This event is for anyone who has or works with children.
Get tickets here

