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Snake Awareness Policy 
Purpose 
Treetops is located in a partially bush setting where it is known snakes may be active and present.  
Snakes are most prevalent during spring or summer but could be encountered at any time of the year- 
especially on sunny days. 
 
 
Policy 
Treetops aims to ensure every reasonable precaution is taken to protect students and staff from harm 
and hazards likely to cause injury, including the potential risk from snake bites.  This policy aims to 
define the risks of snakes within our school environment, the necessary strategies implemented to 
minimise the risk of snake bites. 
 
 
Scope 
This policy applies to students, families, staff, and visitors of Treetops Montessori School 
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Snakes 
Dangerously venomous dugites and tiger snakes are common in the Perth metropolitan area.  Both 
species hunt small mammals, frogs, and lizards, and are active during the day and at night in warm 
weather. 
• Dugites (Pseudonaja Affinis) are most common in the drier bushland areas around Perth, especially 

grasslands.  These fast-moving snakes are attracted to aviaries and other locations where mice can 
be found. 

• Tiger snakes (Notechis Scutatus) are most common in vegetation around wetland areas, but may 
be found well away from water.  They are seen throughout the year sunning themselves in open 
areas. 

 
 
Precautions: 
• Periodically remind students and staff about the risk of snakes, at least biannually and at the onset 

of spring/summer. 
• Take care in bushland and grassy areas, including bush walks off the school site. 
• Walk and/or cycle in cleared areas only, where you can see the ground. 
• When bushwalking, wear long trousers and boots or other enclosed footwear that preferably cover 

the ankles. 
• Keep a watchful eye on the ground about a metre ahead of where you are walking, and avoid 

entering areas of long grass, rushes and undergrowth. 
• Remove long grass and items lying on the ground such as corrugated iron, which may provide cover 

for snakes. 
• Reduce mice numbers around the school. 
 
 
If a snake is sighted at school: 
• Do not approach or aggravate it in any way.  Most bites occur when people accidentally step on 

snakes, or while attempting to kill them. 
• Act immediately to remove students from proximity to the snake. 
• Take steps to make the area around the snake safe by highlighting the hazard with signage or cones 

etc. 
• Advise the school office, if you have not done so already. 
• The school office will ensure compliance with the above and contact a professional to remove the 

snake if this is possible. 
• The school community (onsite) is to be advised of each snake sighting and location. 
 
https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/%E2%80%A6/living-w%E2%80%A6/87-dealing-with-snakes  
 
 
Snake bite action plan (St Johns WA) 
https://stjohnwa.com.au/online-resources/first-aid-information-and-resources/snake-
bite#:~:text=Lay%20the%20casualty%20down%2C%20rest,far%20as%20can%20be%20reached.  
 
*See chart on next page 
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